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NEWS SUMMARY 


GARAGE SPACE for 1,000 cars is 
included in an extension scheme 
for an Oxford-street store. p. 366 


A SUBSTANTIAL DECLINE in the 
amount of new work being started has 
been reported to the RIBA. p. 368 


RIBA and the Export Group of the 
Constructional Industries have agreed 
that ‘all-in’ tenders for work overseas 
should not be extended to the Common- 
wealth, apart from India and o_o. 

p. 


DETAILS of large-scale developments at 
Milford Haven were given in Parlia- 
ment by the Transport Minister. p. 374 


REASONS which have led Hampstead’s 
planning committee to recommend the 
direct appointment of an architect for 
the Civic Centre instead of organising 
a competition are given. pele. 


42,000 FEWER WORKERS were 
employed in the building and contract- 
ing industry in December. p. 378 
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WILLIAM MORRIS 


sl ie William Morris Society was formed last year to ‘ provide a forum for 

the exchange of ideas on his contemporary influence over the whole range 
of his artistic and political activities and to spread the knowledge of his work, 
among a wider audience.’ At the suggestion of the Society, the late Michael 
Ventris, whose untimely death is so widely deplored, was to have delivered 
a lecture on Morris at last Tuesday’s meeting of the RIBA. Dr. Pevsner, who 
took his place (see page 353) did not claim to be making an original contribution, 
but in recalling something of what Morris thought and said and wrote about 
architecture he must have given many a much clearer idea of the man himself 
and incidentally of the social and industrial conditions against which he reacted 
so vigorously. 


As Blomfield said many years ago, ‘Morris saw far away the possibilities 
of a happier and more seemly life,’ but the idea of bringing it about in his 
own time by the rejection of the machine and a return to the craft methods 
of the Middle Ages was both illusory and reactionary. It seems strange, too, 
that Morris should have been satisfied that Gothic was to be the modern 
style and foreseen nothing of the possibilities of development in the work of 
Philip Webb, Norman Shaw, Voysey and others. That vision was to come a 
good deal later to his devoted friend and admirer, Lethaby. Morris’s real 
achievement was that (as Lethaby said of Ruskin) * he shocked people into 
thinking.’ The William Morris Society does well in keeping his memory green. 


A FORMIDABLE PROBLEM 


OUSING is still the world’s major social problem, and seems likely to 
remain so for a long time. The universal shortage was estimated a 
year Or two ago at something between 100 to 150 millions, with a further 
10 to 20 millions for slum clearance. With the rapid growth in the world’s 
population, this estimate, no doubt, now needs to be substantially revised. 
The problem, of course, is most serious in the industrially under-developed 
countries of Asia and the Far East, many of whose inhabitants suffer not only 
from bad housing conditions but also from inadequate nourishment and 
insufficient clothing. 


The United Nations has from the first included housing, building and plan- 
ning among its activities of high priority and has put in hand an international 
programme of technical assistance designed to ‘combine and make use of the 
experience of many nations, with different social patterns and cultural traditions, 
and at different stages of development, so as to facilitate progress in the less 
advanced countries and to help solve their technical and economic problems.” 


A recent United Nations publication* records international activities in 
Asia and the Far East up to the early part of 1954, but is chiefly devoted to a 
report of the UN Seminar on Housing and Community Improvement held in 
New Delhi from January 21 to February 17, 1954. This was presided over by 
our own Miss Jacqueline Tyrwhitt (Visiting Professor for Town Planning, 
University of Toronto), and attended by representatives of many countries 
and organisations, including Miss Jane Drew and Mr. E. Maxwell Fry 
(representing CIAM), Mr. Lionel Brett (representing the International Federa- 
tion for Housing and Town Planning), and Mr. G. A. Atkinson, of the Building 
Research Station. 


Only a selection of the many papers presented at the Seminar and excerpts 
from the discussions are printed in the report, which, however, is compre- 
hensive enough to give a disturbing insight into the magnitude and the diffi- 
culties of the problem—amaterial, social, financial and economic—varying from 
one country, even from one region, to another. Obviously there is no possibility 
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of a universal minimum house; even where attempts have been made to provide 
this the shortage of accommodation has quickly resulted in overcrowding. 


The International Exhibition on Low-Cost Housing, held concurrently with 
the Seminar, appears to have been most successful. Demonstration houses, 
laid out on residential plots, were erected by Central Government agencies, 
Indian States governments, scientific and research institutions and commercial 
exhibitors, in a wide variety of materials and techniques. Some of these are 


illustrated (there are no plans), and the working party report on building - 


techniques, design and siting, together with the several pages of technical 
description and analysis given in tabular form, are most valuable. 

Obviously, great efforts are being made under United Nations auspices to 
overcome this formidable housing problem, which in some parts of the world 
would appear to be almost insoluble under the existing economic conditions. 
The main hope for improvement lies in the building up of the industrial strength 
of the countries concerned, in which work the nations of the free world will 
have an increasing part to play. 

Of the report itself, it must be said that it is not only belated but indigestible. 
Whether it be possible to publish reports more promptly (this one appears some 
three years after the events recorded) we do not know ; but the contents could 
certainly be more agreeably and more conveniently presented, while the bulk 
could be reduced by the omission of some of the recapitulatory background 
matter. It would have been helpful, too, especially to the busy newspaperman, 
if a factual summary could have been given. The report contains much valuable 
information, but it has to be dug out. 


* International Action in Asia and the Far East: Housing, Building and Planning, No. 9. H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 9s. 








Notes of ine Week 


No Competition at Hampstead 


HAMPSTEAD BC, which has been 
considering the manner in which the 
planning of the proposed Civic Centre at 
Swiss Cottage shall proceed, is recom- 
mended by its planning committee that 
there should be no competition for plans 
but that the RIBA should be approached 
to nominate a panel of architects from 
which an appointment may be made. 
The reasons given for this decision are 





SK YPORT ONE.—A model of the Pilking- 

ton GADC’s third project which includes 

the flight deck five-hundred feet above the 

ground straddling a terminal building con- 

taining an hotel, car-park and helicopter- 

park, and offices. See note: * Skyport 
Fantasy’ 





interesting. Having visited various civic 
buildings, the committee state that those 
which appear most satisfactory were not 
those resulting from public competition. 
‘Indeed,’ they add, ‘the conclusion was 
quite the reverse.’ The report goes on to 
say: ‘Further objections to public (and 
also limited) competitions are the expense 
involved and the removal from the pro- 
moter of the choice of scheme except with 
financially onerous compensation... .’ 
The report is given more fully on page 
375. 

It is possible, of course, to answer 
these comments but the fact remains that 
Hampstead’s attitude is not unique. The 
history of post-war architectural com- 
petitions (and not only in Great Britain 
and Eire) has not been universally a 
happy one, and we may well be reaping 
the result of a backlog of disgruntled local 
authorities. Yet we should have thought 
that there was a sufficiency of good 
municpal schemes in London — Wood 
Green and Wembley to mention two only 

- which were won in competition to 
restore Hampstead’s confidence. 


Caribbean Capital Site 


Now TuHat the Standing Committee 
have selected Trinidad as the site for the 
capital of the new Federation of the 
British West Indies and, in doing so 
flown in the face of the recommendations 
of the Federal Capital Committee, the 
dreams of architects and planners in the 
Caribbean can begin to take more definite 
shape. 

It would appear that other recommen- 
dations of the Federal Capital Committee 
will have to be disregarded as well; 
among them, the proposal that the capital 
should not be a separate town but an 
offshoot of an existing one. Port of Spain 
already completely fills the flat semi-circle 
of coastal lands left by the encircling 
hills and is now shooting out long, 
gangling outgrowths into the various sur- 
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rounding valleys as fast as the speculative 
builders can keep them going. The com. 
mittee stated a preterence for siting the 
capital buildings on high ground and 
preferably overlooking the existing town: 
with the precipitous slopes of most of the 
hills surrounding Port of Spain this js 
going to be a very costly business, 

A site which, in view of their prefer- 
ence for a * twin town,’ was passed over 
by the Federal Capital Committee js 
Waller Field. This is an _ex-American 
airfield some 22 miles from Port of Spain, 
which has inherited a comprehensive 
system of mains services from its former 
use. It has systems of drainage, water 
supply, electricity, roads, etc., already 
installed; has, of course, airfield facilities 
and is only eight miles from the inter- 
national airport of Piarco; and is linked 
to Port of Spain by a very good straight, 
fast road which enables cars to reach 
the city easily in 20 minutes. It is small 
wonder, therefore, that many architects 
and planners in Trinidad favour Waller 
Field as the capital site. They have very 
obvious and weighty arguments to use, 
should the politicians be prepared to 
listen to professional and technical advice, 
Skyport Fantasy 

THE third project of Pilkington’s Glass 
Age Development Committee — E. D. 
Mills, FRIBA, G. A. Jellicoe, FRIBA, 
and Ove Arup and Partners—has now 
seen the light of day. The first, it may 
be remembered, was to do with Soho, and 
the second, ‘High Market,’ dealt with 
a large-scale shopping centre in the Black 
Country; and now the third has been pro- 
duced—a helicopter station for London. 
The proposals were worked out in detail 
by James Dartford, ARIBA, who des- 
cribed the project at a conference held in 
the Royal Festival Hall last week. 
Audience reactions were sharply divided. 
On the one side were the aeronautical 
experts who, despite the fact that the plan 
was envisaged for the year 2000, were 
determined to discuss the matter as a cur- 
rent problem, the whole point revolving 
round the economic size of a helicopter 
in relation to the comparatively small size 
of the landing platform. The other 
school of thought was of the opinion 
that the GA Committee had taken to 
reading the ‘ Eagle!’ 

Conferences for Architects 

THREE conferences for architects on 
electric lighting are to be held at the 
Lighting Service Bureau, Savoy Hill, 
London, on March 7, 14 and 21. This 
year it is proposed to deal with the appli- 
cation of lighting giving special attention 
to its importance as a social service both 
from the welfare and production points 
of view. ; 

On March 7, a discussion on * Office 
Lighting,’ will be opened by Mr. E. D. 
Mills, FRIBA. Professor Basil Spence, 
OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA, will open 4 
discussion on ‘Lighted and Luminous 
Features ’ at the conference on March 14. 
At the final conference, on March 21, 
Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, FRIBA, 
will begin a discussion on ‘ How to Light 
Industrial Buildings.’ The conferences 
are being held under the auspices of the 
Electric Lamp Manufacturers ol Great 
Britain, Ltd. 
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CAFE KONDITOREL, 


128, 


351 


tnd oi 


"se a5 Was ip 


Road, SW3 


Brompton 


Architects : WALTER MARMOREK & LIONEL WEAVER 


Builders : DB (Builders), Ltd. 


Shopfitters : HARDINGE & Sons 


HE shop premises, prior to their conversion, were 

an antique silver shop, opposite Harrods. The 
client’s requirements called for a refrigerated display 
counter for the sale of high-class pastries in the front 
of the shop, together with a display case for the sale 
of chocolates and so on. In addition, arrangements 
were to be made for seating accommodation on the 
ground floor and on the first floor, both for the 
purpose of serving coffee and pastries, and light meals. 


A small servery with connecting hand lift was 
provided on the ground and first floor, linking it to 
the kitchen in the basement. The structural altera- 
tions comprised the provision of a back entrance, of a 
service lift, removal of a partition on the first floor 
landing, widening of existing door openings and 
construction of a false ceiling in the rear portion of 


the shop on the ground floor over seating for eight. 

The following details are of interest: The ‘L’ 
shaped refrigerated counter is divided vertically to 
allow both for the display of sour and sweet food. 
Each shelf is separately lit by a fluorescent tube. 
The backs and sides are mirrored and the outside 
faced with mahogany Formica. The stair carpet and 
carpet on the first floor is a deep red with a black 
speckle. 

The flooring on the ground floor is 3 in. Sapele 
‘Alufloor’ wood mosaic flooring provided by Jos. 
Ebner, Ltd. The seating has foam rubber cushions 
covered with a white and red wool woven material 
by Tybor. The chairs are from Heals, the curtains 
from Liberty. The tables and lighting fittings were 
imported from Austria. 
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The first-floor restaurant 


Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 


Flooring, Jos. F. Ebner (1953), 
Ltd. (Alufloor). 


Seating, Tybor. 
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Architecture and William Morris 


DR. PEVSNER AT THE RIBA 


Taking the place of the late Michael Ventris, to whom he paid a tribute 
of affection and admiration, Dr. Nikolaus Pevsner, CBE, FSA, Hon 
ARIBA, at a meeting of the RIBA on Tuesday evening, gave an address 
on ‘Architecture and William Morris,’ from which we take the following 


extracts : 


MORRIS'S faith in architecture, said 
+™ Dr. PEVSNER, was indeed of the 
highest: ‘the master-art’ he calls it, and 
‘one of the most important things which 
man can turn his hand to.’ His hand, 
please note, not his mind. It may be an 
accidental turn of the phrase, but it is 
very telling all the same. The crafts that 
make up architecture were closer to 
Morris’s heart than the intellectual power 
of designing. So the aspect of architec- 
ture which interested him most is that, 
according to him, ‘every word of archi- 
tecture is a work of co-operation.” And 
so it is, of course, though not necessarily 
always in the sense in which Morris 
meant it. What he meant is the outcome 
of his veneration for the Middle Ages. 
In ‘the ancient buildings of the Middle 
Ages’ it was indeed ‘the work of asso- 
ciated labour and thought of the people.’ 
Today, on the other hand—that is, in 
Morris's day—‘the great architect’ is 
‘carefully ... guarded from the common 
troubles of common men.’ How true 
this was of an age in which an architect 
of repute designed churches, public 
buildings, country houses and villas but 
scarcely ever houses for the common 
man, I need hardly tell you. Yet this is 
not really what Morris was pleading for. 
He was a born craftsman, and so he 
turned his plea at once from architecture 
in the direction of craft: ‘ Noble as that 
art is by itself, and though it is specially 
the art of civilisation, it neither ever has 
existed nor ever can exist alive and pro- 
gressive by itself, but must cherish and 
be cherished by all the crafts whereby 
men make the things which they intend 
shall be beautiful and shall last somewhat 
beyond the passing day. It is this union 
of the arts, mutually helpful and har- 
moniously subordinated one to another 
which I have learnt to think of as 
Architecture.’ 


Love of Gothic 


Having dwelt on Morris’s enthusiasm 
for Gothic and dislike of Renaissance 
architecture, ‘ tastes fostered by his great 
admiration for Ruskin,’ Dr. Pevsner 
continued: —What now when it comes 
to building afresh and for his own age? 
The first principle is this: ‘Today there 
is only one style of architecture on which 
itis possible to found a true living art... 
and that style is Gothic architecture.’ 
However, in practice things worked out 
much more complicatedly. For neither 
was Morris an advocate of the Gothic 
revival, as it was accepted by many 
estimable contemporaries of his, nor was 
he entirely an enemy to Georgian 
domestic architecture. So his actual 
position was very different from, e.g., 
Scott's, who had advocated the Gothic 
Style as the most suitable for ‘ domestic 


architecture, present and future,’ and 
denounced Baker-street and Gower-street 
as ‘utterly intolerable.” Morris, on the 
other hand, called Seddon’s neo-Gothic 
St. Paul’s Parish Church at Hammersmith 
‘an excrescence’ and Waterhouse’s Assize 
Courts at Manchester ‘a dreary preten- 
tious heap.’ So it looks as if the pleading 
for Gothic architecture meant no more 
than that ‘an architectural style’ for our 
age must be ‘the growth of our own 
times, but connected with all history.’ 
Nor was all history to Morris simply 
tantamount to Gothic forms. That 
results as clearly from a study of Morris’s 
designs for textiles as from such sayings 
as ‘I by nature turn to romance rather 
than classicalism.” His friend Webb said 
the same about him: ‘ W. M., who used 
any “strain” which came through his 
wide knowledge of many ways and 
manners. 


The ‘Queen Anne’ Style 


Having quoted Morris on the ‘ simpli- 
city and solidity’ of the Georgian 
house, Dr. Pevsner proceeded:—Now in 
this same passage there is also a curious 
remark on the houses * built about the 
reign of Queen Anne,’ which still ‘ stretch 
out a hand towards the Gothic times.’ 
How can this be understood? Surely the 
style of Queen Anne’s reign is the 
simplest, straightest, least ornamental of 
all. The answer is probably that Morris 
did not really mean it. Queen Anne at 
the moment when the lecture was given 
in which this passage occurs—that is in 
1878 or 1879—was a term used to denote 
the recent revival in domestic architec- 
ture led by Norman Shaw and with its 
gables, bay windows and short pilasters 
indebted more to the Dutch and English 
mid-17th century than to the early years 
of the eighteenth. How imprecise the 
use of the fashionable term was can be 
read in many places. For instance, I 
came across, only a fortnight ago, a 
wonderful book called Les Merveilles de 
l'Exposition de 1878. In it there is an 
illustration of Norman Shaw’s British 
Pavilion, half-timbered, with asymmetri- 
cally placed gables, the friezes of short 
blank arches so familiar in Elizabethan 
and Jacobean architecture, and oriel 
windows on brackets; in short, pure early 
or mid-17th century, and the text says 
that it is ‘construite dans un style tres 
charmant et surtout tres-aimé des anglais, 
le style du temps de la reine Anne’ 

Morris must have felt himself in an 
ambiguous position. Philip Webb, who 
was the architect most after Morris’s own 
heart and Morris’s own architect, had 
indeed already in the Red House built 
for Morris in 1889 used real Queen Anne 
windows, slender with segmental heads 
and close white glazing bars and had 
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placed them in his Gothic brick setting, 
and this could indeed be regarded as the 
proof of Morris’s assertion that in the 
Queen Anne style—the real Queen Anne 
style ‘there was yet left some feeling of 
the Gothic....joined to forms such as 
sash windows, possible to be used in our 
times.’ This remark can refer only to 
Philip Webb, his lifelong friend. Webb 
came from Street, the best type of the 
high-minded, but also open-minded, High 
Victorian Gothic Revivalist, and the man 
under whom Morris also had worked for 
a short time as an assistant. Webb’s is 
a harder, rougher, more robust style than 
Shaw’s. 


Attitude to Shaw 


Yet the fact remains that Morris 
nowhere in his lectures and writings 
explicitly proclaimed Webb the great 
architect of his day. So it does look as 
if to Morris even Webb’s actual buildings 
were not a solution and that the baffling 
remark about the Gothic forms of the 
future remained his negative answer to 
the whole architecture of his day. The 
remark was in fact made three years 
before his death. The possibilities for a 
20th-century future which we see in 
Webb, in Shaw, in some of Shaw’s fol- 
lowers, in Voysey’s earliest houses, he 
did not recognise. He could not extri- 
cate himself from the dilemma _ of 
Victorian historicism. 

His uncomfortable feelings are most 
clearly seen in his attitude to Norman 
Shaw. I don’t think he liked Shaw. Yet 
Shaw and Shaw’s clients liked him. He 
furnished for instance, as you know, 
Shaw’s Swan House. One can indeed say 
that the Arts and Crafts Movement was 
spiritually the work of Morrisites though 
physically of Norman Shavians. Yet to 
promote ‘ pretty conceits ’ (to use Colonel 
Edis’s term) was clearly not what Morris 
and Co. had been built up to do. What 
then was his personal reaction to the 
Shavian style? The most important 
statements are in the lecture of c. 1879 
called Making the Best of It and the lec- 
ture of 1888 on The Revival of Architec- 
ture. It is here that Morris traced the 
development of the Gothic Revival from 
the imitation of forms to the recognition 
of principles and then led on to the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries and so 
to Queen Anne and Norman Shaw. He 
praises the ‘ ringleaders of the rebellion,’ 
he calls their designs ‘ experimental,’ and 
holds ‘ that they are....born of thought 
and principle’ as well as of ‘great 
capacity of design,’ and he admits that ‘ at 
first sight the Queen Anne development 
has seemed to conquer modern taste more 
or less.’ But at this point his doubts be- 
come noticeable—not only in so far as 
in another place he (rightly of course) 
calls these houses still “the exceptions,’ 
but also in the attributes he grants them 
and the terms he uses to describe them. 
Where he refers to Norman Shaw by 
name, he speaks of his ‘elegantly fan- 
tastic Queen Anne houses in Chelsea * and 
in another place of the ‘ quaint and pretty 
architecture ’ of Bedford Park. 

Now anyone familiar with Morris’s 
terminology can only regard ‘pretty, 
elegant, fantastic’ as blaming with faint 

(Continued on page 358.) 
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Front elevation 


LABORATORY, HENDON 
for Schweppes, Ltd. 


Architects: TRIPE & WAKEHAM 








Partner in Charge: JOHN F. RUSTED, ARIBA 


GROU 
Assistant: ROBERT A. KITCHING, ARIBA 
Consulting Engineer: ALFRED A. BEER, ERD, ACGI, AMICE 
Quantity Surveyors: LANGDON & EVERY 
Builders: TROLLOPE & COLLS, Ltd. 
i oe building was planned to give flexibility for future rearrangement, and has been equipped for research rec 
and development of new products and processes up to and including pilot plant stage. A steel frame was aé 
used; encased steel stanchions carry welded trusses, in situ R.C. ceiling slabs and precast R.C. floor units. 
The steel trusses are fireproofed with 3 in. gypsum plaster on expanded metal. End walls are multi-colour ce’ 
facing bricks, window spandrels white cast stone panels with ribbed backs to form cavity construction with 
‘Thermalite’ block backing, and columns and beams pale green glass mosaic. All external timber is oiled teak. pe 
To achieve complete internal flexibility for future rearrangement of laboratories, services to each floor are th 
independent and concealed in the space beneath the floor, accessible through trapdoors. Internal partitions th 


are grey Decorplast with ‘linette’ finish, and are jacked into position. The window mullions are designed to vi 
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FIRST FLOOR ROOF PLAN 
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receive the partitions so that they may be erected on aos | [ 
a4 ft. module throughout the building. ee 
Heating is by means of low-temperature embedded 
ceiling panels. a ae | 
The ventilation system provides five air changes U 


per hour. Ducted filtered warm air is delivered iim 

through flush-mounted ceiling diffusers, and extracted 1 | 1 
through grilles at skirting level. The services pro- & 

vided are hot and cold water, pressure water, gas and SECTION 
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electricity. From the main service runs beneath the 

floors, branches run behind benches to service outlets : 
Laboratory at Hendon on bench taps. Teak plugs have been provided at 

1 ft. by 1 ft. 6 in. centres in the precast concrete floor 7 
units to enable connections to be made to services 
if the bench layout is altered. Underbench units are 
on a | ft. 9 in. module and are interchangeable. 

It was decided to use green marbled linoleum floor 
covering in the laboratories, laid in 12 in. by 12 in. | 
squares. Terrazzo was used in public spaces and 
lavatories, with black and white marbled linoleum 
inserts in stair treads. 

Windows are glazed with plyglass fixed with teak 
beads, and although the building is mechanically 
ventilated, small opening windows have been pro- 
vided for psychological reasons to create an illusion 
of natural ventilation. Windows on south and west | ; 
elevations are fitted with venetian blinds housed in 
ceiling recesses. Fixed window cleaning cradle rails | 
are provided beneath the eaves over all main windows, 
screened by the fair-faced concrete fascia, and 
removable cradle rails over staircase windows. 














Pilot-plant room 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Acid resisting flooring, Corrosion Proof Products, Ltd.; asphalt roof, Faldo Asphalt Co., Ltd.; armourplate doors, 

James Clark and Eaton, Ltd. ; calorifier room platform, Haywards, Ltd.; canopy roof covering, Ruberoid Co., Ltd.; 
domestic hot water, Trollope and Colls, Ltd. and Troughton and Young, Ltd.; drainage, Trollope and Colls, Ltd.; 
electrical installation, Trollope and Colls, Ltd.; essence room ventilation, Troughton and Young, Ltd.; fume cupboard 
ventilation, Troughton and Young, Ltd.; gas services, Trollope and Colls, Ltd.; heating installation, Troughton and 
Young, Ltd.; hot and cold room installation, Troughton and Young, Ltd.; laboratory drainage, Trollope and Colls, Ltd.; | 
lift, J. and E. Hall, Ltd.; linoleum, Resilient Tiles and Flooring Co., Ltd.; metal windows, Crittall Mfg. Co., Ltd.; mosaic, 
Marriott and Price, Ltd.; partitions, Holoplast, Ltd.; precast concrete roof units, Concrete, Ltd.; pressure water service, 
Troughton and Young, Ltd., and Trollope and Colls, Ltd.; shutters and folding metal doors, Haskins, Ltd.; stainless 
steel lining to inoculation room, A. Johnson and Co., Ltd.; steam services, Troughton and Young, Ltd.; stone facing, 
Empire Stone Co., Ltd.; structural steel, Concrete and Structural Products, Ltd.; suspended ceiling, Expanded Metal Co., 
Ltd.; telephones (Int.), Reliance Telephone Co., Ltd.; terrazzo, Marriott and Price, Ltd.; ventilation, Troughton and 
Young (Heating), Ltd. 








Entrance 
hall and 
inquiry 
desk 
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(Continued from page 353.) 
praise, and what Philip Webb says about 
Norman Shaw corroborates that view. 
Webb calls the neo-Queen Anne 
‘ dilettante-picturesque ’ and * exceedingly 
artificial.” * Artificial’ is the most impor- 
tant word here. Shaw’s is indeed a more 
sophisticated architecture than Webb’s 
and that to Morris must at once have 
linked him up with the whole artificiality 
of his century. Moreover, Webb was his 
man also in so far as he never ran an 
organised, commercial office like Shaw; 
that he designed every detail himself and 
that he believed that ‘the beginning of 
training for building and design must be 
on the works and in the shops.’ That is 
of course the counterpart of Morris’s 
belief in the craftsman and his dislike 
of the designer, or ‘squinter on paper’ 
as he called him. 

Morris would not be Morris without 
this undying hatred of nineteenth, or 
shall I now say, twentieth-century 
methods of production, the production of 
the design, then the production of the 
article, and finally the production of the 
building. This horror of the machine and 
horror of the big city anchor Morris in 
the Victorian age just as firmly as his 
ultimate faith in Gothic forms. 

Morris’s products were costly; they 
were only accessible to the few, the select, 
those who according to him don’t matter. 
His products were neither by the people 
nor for the people, and the recognition 
of this fatal limitation in his own 
writings is very rare indeed. I can only 
think of one, that surprising late passage 
on the possibility of inexpensively pro- 
duced books being yet fully beautiful, 
purely on the strength of their ‘ fitness 
for use.’ 


Morris’s Writings 


But then, not the least of the thrills of 
reading William Morris is the surprises 
his writings give you. And so let me 
finish with a random sample from them— 
all bits connected with architecture and 
planning. On Oxford: ‘the little plaster 
houses in front of Trinity College.... 
are in their way as important as the more 
majestic buildings to which ali the world 
makes pilgrimage.’ Then on Outrage — 
what we call Outrage with the new 
fashionable term: ‘ Most true it is that 
when any spot of earth’s surface has been 
marred by the haste or carelessness of 
civilisation it is heavy work to seek a 
remedy.’ On the spec. builder: Don’t 
‘lay the fault upon the builders, as some 
people seem inclined to do: they are our 
very humble servants, and will build what 
we ask for.’ So it becomes, as we all 
know, a matter of education, and there is 
Morris saying in 1880 that ‘ the twentieth 
century may be called the Century of 
Education.’ 

Is it not amazing? And what do you 
think of my last quotations, two of the 
most profound: Apropos gardens in 
towns he suggests not to apply too much 
ingenuity and complexity to the planned 
details, but to leave ‘nature to do the 
desired complexity.’ Isn’t that the motto 
of all the best recent housing, of the Alton 
Estate, if you like? And of the church 
or civic hall in a town he says that they 
“to a certain extent make up to town- 


dwellers for their loss of field, and river, 
and mountain.’ | think that’s wonderful. 
Well—that must be enough. It should 
be enough to bear out the truth of that 
remarkable remark of—of all people 
Toulouse Lautrec: ‘Je crois quwil n’y a 
qu’a regarder William Morris, pour avoir 
une réponse 4 toutes vos questions.’ 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Artists’ Imagination 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR, -In reply to Mr. Childe’s letter in 

your last issue, | can understand an 
artist ‘doctoring’ his representation of a 
subject to the extent of omitting or modi- 
fying features which he — considers 
unpleasant or unnecessary to the compo- 
sition, and adding human figures to give 
scale and interest; such artistic licence 
is no doubt entirely legitimate. What 
Conrade did in his drawing of the interior 
of St. Peter’s, however, was to falsify the 
structure without any need or justifica- 
tion. 

My guess is that he did this drawing from 
some pictorial record, possibly a picture 
postcard, the top right-hand corner of 
which was missing, and he put in this 
part without troubling to look up the 
structure. 

G. J. HOWLING. 

Wimbledon. 


Automation in Working-up 
Quantities 


To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—I would like to comment upon 
N A eien 
the points raised by your corres- 
pondents, Mr. Blacker (The Builder, 
February 1) and Mr. Pownall (The 
Builder, February 15), regarding my 
recent article (The Builder, January 11) 
concerning the possibility of automation 
being used in the ‘ working-up’ process 
of bill of quantity preparations. 
Doubts have been expressed about the 
possibility of the machines being capable 
of performing the operations mentioned 
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in my article. Both before the article 
was prepared for publication and since it 
has appeared experts in the field of 
machine accounting have confirmed that 
there is no problem whatsoever as far 4s 
the mechanical operations are concerned. 
I believe, therefore, that this aspect of the 
inquiry can be accepted as capable 
of accomplishment, leaving us with the 
other aspect to consider, namely, the 
standard draft bill, the basis upon which 
the possibility of automation rests. 

M . Pownall finds it difficult to believe 
that it Is possible to produce a standard 
draft bill to cover the major portion of all 
likely measured items for any particular 
building. Of course the complete answer to 
this would be to produce the document it- 
self, but Lf would) meanwhile cite — the 
Standard Method of Measurement as a 
document which comes very near to redue- 
ing all possible forms of construction, 
architects notwithstanding, to an orderly and 
largely static array of fixed items. = My 
‘terms of reference’ in preparing the 
standard) draft bill werve-—‘to bill the 
Standard Method of Measurement. — As 
regards materials and construction, the basis 
throughout was the comprehensive range of 
British Standards for materials and the 
Codes of Practice for inst-uction. = Mr. 
Pownall would be surprised how convincing 
these authoritative documents are to archi- 
tects who are not too sure of their con- 
struction—as a quantity surveyor he will 
know just how many architects fall into this 
category. 

The point raised by Mr. Blacke, however, 
is very apposite. He asks *‘ How universal 
is the standard draft bill? > Here is where 
the further research and development must 
take place. The idea of automation is one 
which has been generated since (and by the 
actual use over some three years) of the 
standard dcaft bill in its present form. Not 
being written for the specific purpose of 
coding for automation, it will require expan- 
sion in certain respects. For example, the 
plumber trade will give typical standard 
descriptions for 4-in. dia. copper pipe fixed 
to brick walls, followed by j-in. dia. copper 
pipe with a similar fixing, these two items 
being sufficient to indicate the mode of bill- 
ing and item sequence, etc. Other dia- 
meters of pipe with similar fixings would be 
modelled on these two typical descriptions 
by the person billing. Now for automation 
all diameters of pipe likely to be met with 
must be included in the standard bill. 

Mr. Blacker makes another point that if 
automation is a commendable development 
it might be possible to adjust the present 
methods of measurement in certain instances 
to make automation easies. An example 
where an adjustment would help is in pre- 
cast concrete lintols, at present filling page 
after page with foot run items in the various 
sections. A grouped classification, or 4 
foot-cube basis of billing with reinforcement 
separated, would help greatly here. 

Of course, | would not suggest that we 
should go as far as our Ame ‘ican friends in 
bulking measured items, but it is quite cer- 
tain that they could adopt automation 
immediately if they cared to with their very 
reduced number of bill items. 


H. M. Starrorp [FIAS, FIArb]. 


20, Woodland-avenue, Hazel-grove, 
Cheshire. 
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sina HESE two houses are the result of an interesting 
ample and successful experiment in collaboration. 
a pre: | The client found a site in Bickley which seemed to 
page | him very attractive and to have possibilities. It was 
poy | situated in a road amongst large villas, some Victorian, 
mr | some of later date. The site was very much larger 
at we than required for a modern medium-sized dwelling. 
ids in It was quickly decided that it would be impracticable 
shel to build a large house, since there is no demand for 
se this type of property under modern conditions. To 
| resolve this difficulty it was decided to build a related 
bj. group of two houses on the site. This would provide 
ve, 


The cottage terrace from the garden 
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flexibility, one house could be used as a service B 
cottage for the other, or older members of the family 
could use the cottage whilst the younger, larger, 
family could live in the house. _ All provisions were 
made, however, for the two buildings to be used facin 
separately, and that is how they are used now. parti 

The contractor, who also acted as client, obviously Th 
did not want any help on the technical aspects of coun 
building. The contribution of the architects was grou 
therefore confined to matters of planning and design. scree 
A short intense period of consultation resulted in the with 
plans being completed for formal submission within and 
one month. The acquisition of the site was finalised TI 
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PIRST FLOOR PLAN 





Living-room in the house 
bed 2 immediately planning and by-law approval had been 
obtained, and work was started at once. The houses 
were ready for occupation five months later, 




















The approximate nett cost was 38s. per sq. ft. 





Construction: Since the houses were to be built 
with only a minimum of supervision and in the 
shortest possible time, simple and tried methods of 
construction only were used. Foundations are mass | 
concrete and the oversite concrete is mass concrete on 
hardcore. The walls are 11 in. cavity walls with 
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Living-room in the cottage 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN Scale: fin. = 24 ft. 
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Builder’s Own Houses, 

















Bickley, Kent on battens 
e felt 
facings of selected second hand London Stocks, 
partitions are 3 in. breeze blocks. painted _ 
boarding —— 
The roof is covered with clay tiles on battens and 
. : 7 : plasterboard 
counterbattens, with Fibreglass insulation. The e skim 
ground floor is Marley tiles on sand and cement Finlock gutter floor joists 





screed, and the first floor T and G boarding covered 
with lino or fitted carpet. Ceilings are plasterboard s!9te <i!! —— 
and skim coat of plaster. II" cavity wall 








metal window 


slate cill 
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VAN Swear 


The windows are metal sashes in wood sub-frames; '¢4¢°re_¢-P-¢-~ 


in some instances these were set in reconstructed 
stone surrounds. The outhouses have walls of = 
vertical hardwood boarding and resin bonded ply- CROSS SECTION A-A 

wood roofs. Heating is by low pressure hot water 
in radiators throughout. 





Seooe was 





| Us 
| 
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Scale: | in.=8 fe. 





The Plan: The group of houses is set back some 
| ' distance from the general building line and the houses 
themselves are placed at right-angles to each other. 
This screens them from the road and gives a sense of 
privacy and intimacy. The living-rooms face the 
garden, and large paved terraces provide sheltered 
open-air rooms for out-door living. The rooms 
generally are very spacious; an absolute minimum of 
space is used to accommodate the circulation areas 
and those rooms which are only used intermittently. 

The kitchens are large and have dining areas, 
large larders and built-in sink units. Provision was 
also made for the connecting up of washing machines 
and refrigerators. The outhouses, immediately out- 
side the kitchen doors, can be reached under cover, 
and fuel and refuse handled irrespective of weather 
conditions. 











Dining area in the house 


| Subcontractors 

& Suppliers :— 

Boiler, Crane, Ltd. 

Floor tiles, Marley Products, Ltd. 
Insulation, Fibreglass. 

Precast gutters, Finlock Gutters, Ltd. 
Roof tiles, Langley London, Ltd. 
Windows (steel), Crittalls, Ltd. 





Garden elevations 
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PROGRESS REPORT: 


NURSES’ HOME, Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy 




































































Architect : B* employing the use of sliding forms the structural 
JOHN HOLT. FRIBA. AMTPI walls of a six-storey nurses’ home at the Vic- At 
si ; ‘ toria Hospital, Kirkcaldy, were erected within four up 
Regional Architect to the South-Eastern : . : : 
Hospital Board days. This system has been used before in. this sli 
country for the erection of silos, but this is its first ho 
application to a buildi is nature usi drauli | 
aibiasincaiibiani: pplication to a bui ding of this nature using hydraulic sh 
jacks, although a similar system using hand jacks tio 
WALTER SCOTT, ARIBA ’ aad : A x 
has been employed. The building, which forms part 24 
of a £675,000 development scheme planned by the cr 
Assistant Architect : South-Eastern Regional Hospital Board (Scotland) of 
ALAN JAMIESON, ARIBA at this hospital, will provide living and recreational Fi 
facilities for 88 nurses. sh 
Structural Engineers : The building is designed on the cross-wall principle in 
BLYTH & BLYTH from first to the fifth floor. The ground floor which 
houses the recreational facilities consists of an open sh 
atk: colonnade supporting the upper floors. These free- 
STUART CONSTRUCTION. Ltd standing columns and first-floor slab were erected C 
prior to the use of a sliding form, by normal methods. 
at 
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A model of the hospital, the nurses’ home on the right 
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| The work commenced at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, 
. August 14, 1956, and all cross-walls were complete 
; up to roof level by 3 p.m. on August 17. The actual 
slide commenced at 12 noon on Tuesday, the first 
hours of the operation being taken up by fitting the 
shutter to its 4 ft. depth before actual jacking opera- 
tions commenced. The work was organised on a 
24 hours basis in two shifts of 12 hours each. Con- 
crete was mixed at ground level and lifted by means 
of two hoists to two hoppers on the working deck. 
From these two points concrete was barrowed to the 
shutter. No special hardeners were used and vibrat- 
ing was only necessary at a few isolated points. 


Fifty-four operatives were employed on the day 
shift and fifty-one on the night shift. 





Construction 

Continuously moving forms are an economical 
and very speedy method of constructing tall rein- 
forced concrete structures where the plan shape 
remains constant throughout the height. 


The nurses’ home is such a structure and it was 
therefore decided to employ this method. of con- 
struction. 


Four-feet-deep forms were constructed on the first 
floor using British Columbian pine for the staves and 
softwood for wallings, struts, and working deck. In 
order to ensure that the forms were self clearing they 
were given a batter of } in. as indicated on the dia- 
gram. At the level of the top of the forms a working 
deck was constructed from which was suspended a 
hanging scaffold to enable the concrete to be ir spected 
and rubbed down on leaving the forms. 





Steel yokes were fixed to the forms at the lifting 
points and under these were placed hydraulic lifting 
jacks. Through each jack was threaded a 1 in. dia. 
high tensile steel jacking rod which rested on the first- 
floor slab. Inside each jack is a pair of jaws which 

| can grip the jacking rod and a hydraulically-operated 
ram. 





The speed of erection is illustrated by the four progress 
shots on the right 


1. 120’clock noon, Tuesday, August | 4 
2. 11.30 a.m., Wednesday 
3. 11.30 a.m., Thursday 


4. 2.30 p.m., Friday, August 17 











The climbing motion of the jacks up the 1 in. dia. 
jacking rods is effected by the following cycle of 
operations :— 

1. Hydraulic pressure is applied to the jack and 

so clamps the lower jaws to the jacking rod and 
releases the upper jaws. 
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. Continuing pressure operates the ram inside the 
jack thus lifting the body of the jack which in 
turn lifts the metal yoke and the forms. 

. Pressure is released allowing the upper jaws to 
grip the jacking rod. 

4. The lower jaws are released and the ram is 

returned under the action of a heavy spring. 

This cycle of operations gave a travel of 3 in. In 
the case of the nurses’ home two electrically-driven 
hydraulic pumps activated the 123 jacks required 
to lift the form. 

Filling of the forms started at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 
August 14, and sufficient concrete had been placed 
by mid-day to enable the first lift of the jacks to take 
place. From then onwards the jacking proceeded at 
an average rate of 7 ins. per hour, until the evening of 
Friday, August 17, when the working platform had 
reached the level of the underside of the roof slab. 

A 1: 1.2/3: 3.1/3 mix of concrete was produced by 
duplicate weigh batching and mixing plants. From 
these it was taken by hoists to receiving hoppers on the 
working deck, then into barrows to the place of 
deposition. 

Normally a water/cement ratio of 0.45 was adopted. 
During periods of rain this was reduced and the rate 
of jacking slowed down. 

Reinforcing steel in all walls was kept to a minimum 
and carefully planned to facilitate placing. In 
certain instances the reinforcement was prefabricated 
into cages with welded connections to minimise the 
time required on the site for placing. 


Kirkcaldy 


Steelwork, Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd.; joiner and glazier, A. B. Cant; plaster, wall tiler 
and terrazzo, J. R. and A. Adam, Ltd.; trial borings, Murdoch Mackenzie, Ltd.; piling, The 


Franki Compressed Pile Co., Ltd.; ironmongery, Bell, Donaldson and Co., Ltd; grouting, 
The Cementation Co., Ltd.; metal windows, W.B. Casement and Engineering Co., Ltd.; wall- 
span, Williams and Williams, Ltd.; timber windows, Allan Bros., Ltd.; plumber and copper 
roofing works, Jas. Wilson and Sons (Plumbers), Ltd.; bitumen sheeting works, Stirling Bitumen 
Products, Ltd.; bitumen felt roofing, Wm. Briggs and Sons, Ltd.; facing bricks, Proctor and 
Lavender; plyglass, The Modern Art Glass Co., Ltd. 








A model of the whole project, the nurses’ home at the back 
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News of the Week 


RA Summer Exhibition 


[HE days for receiving works for in- 
clusion in the Royal Academy’s 
Summer Exhibition, 1957, have been 
announced as follows: Architectural 
drawings and water colours (including 
pastels, miniatures, black and white draw- 
ings, colour prints and engravings), 
Friday, March 22; oil paintings, Satur- 
day and Monday, March 23 and 25: 
sculpture, Tuesday, March 26. Hours for 
the reception of works are 8 a.m. to 
7 pm., except March 23 (8 a.m. to 
3 p.m.). All works must be delivered 
(unpacked) at the Burlington-gardens 
entrance. 

As noted in these columns last week, 
this year each artist (including exhibitors 
of architectural drawings) will be required 
to pay a handling fee of 10s. for up to 
the maximum of three works that may be 
entered. Forms and labels can be obtained 
from February 25 on application to the 
Secretary, Royal Academy of Arts, Picca- 
dilly, W1, and be accompanied by remit- 
tance of 10s. and a stamped addressed 
envelope. 


Architecture in France 


THIS EXHIBITION, ‘Le Nouveau Visage 
de la France,’ now open at the RIBA, 
aims to show by means of photographs 
and models some of the achievements of 
the past 10 years in France in the field 
of architecture. It has been organised by 
the Direction Générale des Affaires 
Culturelles with the collaboration of the 
French Embassy in London and has been 
designed by Monsieur J. H. Calsat, Paris. 

The buildings illustrated include houses 
and flats, hospitals, and a skating rink, 
schools, factories and other industrial 
buildings. The sections on administrative 
and public buildings show, amongst 
others, a town hall, a broadcasting station, 
a flower market and a fire station. 
Included in the section of major schemes 
for public buildings are photographs of 
an airport, bridges and reservoirs. In the 
section showing different types of 
churches are Le Corbusier’s chapel at 
Ronchamp and also a monastry. It is 
not intended to show by the photographs 
selected an analysis in detail of what has 
been achieved in these 10 years, but it 
is hoped they will give some indication 
of the considerable importance of the 
Tesearch carried out. 

The exhibition is now open to the 
public at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, 66, Portland-place, W.1, until 
March 23 (Monday to Friday 10 a.m.— 
7 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.—5 p.m.). 


Quantocks Preservation 


_ THE first part of England to be estab- 
lished as ‘an area of outstanding natural 
beauty’ is the Quantock Hills, Somerset. 
Like the Gower Peninsula in Wales, it is 
the Subject of an order made by the 
National Parks Commission under the 
National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act, 1949, and confirmed by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment. The effect of the order is to 
place upon the local planning authority. 
Somerset | County Council, the special 
responsibility of preserving and enhancing 


the natural beauty of the landscape. 

The Quantock Hills stretch from Bridg- 
water Bay south-eastwards towards 
Taunton. There are 38 square miles of 
sandstone hills, rising to a height of 
1,261 ft. above Crowcombe, with smooth 
downs, wooded combes, picturesque 
villages, fine manor houses and farm- 
lands, rich in folklore and literary associ- 
ations. 

In such areas, Government grants at 
the rate of 75 per cent. are available 
towards the cost of treating derelict land, 
tree planting and preservation, and 
removing disfigurements. Grants are also 
available towards expenditure incurred in 
making agreements with landowners for 
public access to open country, and in 
appointing wardens. 


Public Works in Hong Kong 


THE annual departmental report by the 
Director of Public Works, Hong Kong 
(Mr. Theodore L. Bowring, CMG, OBE, 
MICE, MlIStructE), 1955-56, gives a de- 
tailed account of constructional activities 
in the colony. During the year approxi- 
mately $36m. was spent on new building 
work, of which $12m. was for resettle- 
ment housing. The architectural office, 
under the Chief Architect, Mr. A. M. J. 
Wright, ARIBA, ARICS, appears to have 
been particularly active, numerous build- 
ings of excellent architectural quality, a 
few of which are illustrated, having been 
completed or put in hand. Total expendi- 
ture for the year amounted to some 
$123,490.000, an increase of over 
$40,000,000 on 1954-55. The report is 
published in Hong Kong, price $5. 


Private House Design 


PrivATE builders and architects. in 
Coventry are to co-operate with the cor- 
poration in an attempt to improve the 
layout, design and construction of private 
houses and estates in the city. 

Coventry City Council’s planning 
redevelopment committee has been con- 
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cerned about standards for some time. 
Now the committee has had prepared 
leaflets giving advice and information on 
the design of houses and the layout of 
estates and these are to be made avail- 
able to anyone interested in building. 
_The problem faces all local authori- 
ties and it was hoped that Coventry would 
give a lead in creating more pleasant 
surroundings in which to live. The 
decision as to whether Coventry’s estates 
could be improved rested with the public, 
a statement said. Architects and builders 
were ready to raise standards of design 
and would welcome demands from the 
public towards that end. 


Cheaper Houses Forecast 


(CHEAPER homes may be on the way for 
Birmingham, and this year city builders 
can expect some of the toughest compe- 
tition they have ever known. Mr. FRANK 
RUSSON, past-president of the Birming- 
ham Association of Building Trades 
Employers and managing director of one 
of the largest firms of private builders 
and contractors in the Midlands said on 
January 31: ‘I think prices will have to 
come down if builders are not selling and 
I believe some firms are experiencing 
difficulties. They will either have to cut 
profits or build smaller houses — or do 
both.’ 

Mr. Russon added that though there 
would obviously be less work, there 
would still be enough to keep a man fully 
employed if he was prepared to do a 
‘reasonable day’s work.’ 


Building Board Exhibition 


AN EXHIBITION Of fibre building boards 
has been put up at the Building Centre 
by the Fibre Building Board Develop- 
ment Organisation, Ltd. The exhibition 
was opened by Mr. Harmar Nicholls, 
MP, JP, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works, on February 14. It 
closes on February 28. The exhibition 
consists of 22 display panels, each 6 ft. 








COMING 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22. 

RIBA.— Le Nouveau Visage de la France: 
Architecture et Grands Traveaux.’ 66, Portland- 
pl., W1. Mon. to Fri., 10-7 p.m. Sat. 10-5 p.m. 
(Continuing until March 23.) Admission free. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25. 


RIBA. — Library group meeting. ‘ Fonthill, 
the Building and its Creators.’ By Mr. H. A. 
Brockman, LRIBA, 66, Portland-pl., W1. 6 p.m. 


THE INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. 
—‘ Engineering Education in the USSR.’ Dis- 
cussion on report of British Delegation’s recent 
visit to Russia. Great George-street, SWI. 
5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


INSTITUTION OF CrIviIL_ ENGINEERS.—‘ The 
Planning and Design of the new Hong Kong 
Airport.’ By Henry Grace and J. K. M. Henry. 
Great George-st., SW1. 5.30 p.m. 


METROPOLITAN PUBLIC GARDENS ASSOCIATION. 
—Film: ‘ The LCC Parks.’ By the Chief Officer 
LCC Parks Dept. Blewcoat School, Caxton-st., 
SWI. 8 p.m. 


THe Houstnc Centre.—‘ Moving From the 
Slums.’ By Miss D. E. Miskin, BA, FSHM. 13, 
Suffolk-st., SW1. 6 p.m. 


INSTITUTE OF BuILDERS.—Licentiate Discus- 
sion Club—discussion with group from the 
London Association of Builders’ Foremen and 
Clerks of Works on mutual problems, 48, 


EVENTS 


Bedford-sq., WC1. 6.30 p.m. (Club members 
and guests only.) 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27. 


COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT IN THE 
House.—‘ Planning for Safety in the Home.’ By 
Dr. C. A. Boucher, OBE, Senior Medical 
Officer of the Ministry of Health. The British 
Institute of Management, 8, Hill-st., W1. 3.30 
p.m 


RIBA.—Dinner. Dorchester Hotel, Park-la., 
WI. 7 p.m. 


INCORPORATED. INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORA- 
TORS AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS (LONDON AND 
GENERAL District).— Talking Shop.’ By Ellis 
E. Somake, FRIBA, Royal Society of Health 
90, Buckingham Palace-rd., SW1. 6.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28. 
THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— Building 


in Our Time.’ By Professor Konrad Wachsman. 
34-36, Bedford-sq., WC1. 8 p.m. 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
‘ Factory in Concrete for the Pressed Steel Co., 
Ltd., Stratton St. Margaret.’ By Mr. D. H. New, 
MICE, MIStructE, and R. Sanders, MIStructE, 
11, Upper Belgrave-st., SW1. 6 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 1. 
SouTtH-East Essex TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND 
ScHooL oF ArtT.—Open to the public. Long- 
bridge-rd., Dagenham. Mar. 1, 7-9 p.m, Mar. 2, 
3-5 p.m, and 6,30-8,30 p.m, 


F 
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SELFRIDGES EXTENSION.—Work began this week on an extension to Selfridges store 
on a site adjoining the present buildings in Oxford-street, W, and to the north. Special 
provision is to be made for a garage, running through seven storeys, for about 1,000 cars. 
The new building will front on to a private road which is seen in the foreground of the 
perspective. Access to garage floors is by a 20 ft. wide ramp on the perimeter of the building. 


The extension is planned for completion by midsummer, 1959. 
& Simpson in association with Sydney Clough, Son & Partners. 


The architects are Duke 
Consulting engineers: 


Liversedge & Associates; quantity surveyors: John Gibbs (E. R. Babbs & Sons) 





by 4 ft., hinged together in pairs. It is 
intended that the exhibition will later visit 
the provinces, and the first of these show- 
ings will take place at Liverpool at the 
end of March. 


Furniture Gallery 


REMODELLING OF 12a, St. George-street, 
Hanover-square, has been carried through 
in order to display G-plan furniture 
together with accessories, wallpapers and 
carpets, in a series of room arrangements. 
The idea as a whole is not, of course, 
new, but this interpretation most certainly 
is. The layout and decor was designed by 
Anthony Denney, and no effort has been 
spared to make the arrangements a suc- 
cess. Indeed, certain items not by the 
G-plan manufacturers, E. Gomme, Ltd., 
such as lampstands from Italy, have been 
used to build up the effect desired. And 
very successful it all is, too, not that 
everyone is happy about the chair fabric 
repeated on the ceiling, or eccentrically 
shaped, rough textured and brightly col- 
oured dinner plates. The gallery was 
formally opened by Robin Darwin, of the 
RCA, in the presence of John Hall, MP 
for High Wycombe, Frank Yerbury, of 
the Building Centre, Gontran Goulden, 
president of the AA, and a champagne- 
bibbing company. 


LMBA is Eighty-five 


WELCOMING the new LMBA Area 
chairman at their first meeting for the 
year On Monday, the president, Mr. W. 
K. Laing, reminded them that the LMBA 
would shortly be celebrating its 85th 
birthday. ‘How are we going to cele- 
brate it?’ asked Mr. Laing. ‘ Personally, 
I can think of no better way of doing so 
than by giving those builders who are 
not within our ranks the chance of 
joéning them. 


“We have done no active recruiting 
during recent years, but I think we might 
make a special effort this year. So I 
invite you all as you move about your 
Areas to keep your eyes open and when- 
ever you see a likely builder, bring him 
in. Though our members train, I 
suppose, some 80 or 90 per cent. of the 
building apprentices in Londan, there are 
quite a lot of firms who recognise their 
responsibilities to the industry. These 
are the men we want to get in, and you 
are the people to get them.’ 

Mr. Laing makes the first of his Area 
visits for the year today (February 22), 
when he is the guest of honour of the 
North-Western Area at lunch in Kenton. 


Palais des Nations Modernisation 


THE Swiss Government has offered an 
interest-free loan of 4m. Swiss francs 
towards the cost of modernising the Palais 
des Nations, the European headquarters 
of the United Nations. The total cost of 
the work will be about 5,200,000 francs. 


Residential Lecture Courses 


THe York Institute of Architectural 
Study have organised two residential 
lecture courses intended for practising 
architects, surveyors, clerks of works and 
builders. 

A general course on ‘Protection and 
Repair of Historic Buildings’ will be held 
at the Institute from April 2—11. This 
will cover all aspects of the conservative 
repair of historic buildings in such items 
as wall and roof repairs, materials and 
services. 

Following this there will be a special- 
ised course on ‘The Care of Churches,’ 
from April 11—16, which is one of a 
series of specialised courses dealing with 
the protection and repair of particular 
types of buildings, 
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Included in the courses are visits to 
churches, workshops and historic build. 
ings in or near York, film shows and a 
coach tour to places and buildings of 
interest. Details may be had from Mr. J 
West-Taylor, secretary, The York Insti- 
tute of Architectural Study, Micklegate 
York. ‘ 


Wigan Civic Centre 


Sir Percy THOMAS, OBE, PPRIBA 
and Mr. Ernest Prestwich, FRIBA, Brad. 
shawgate-chambers, Leigh, Lancashire, 
have been appointed architects for the 
new Wigan Civic Centre, comprising a 
new Town Hall and other buildings, 


Appointments 


LANARK COUNTY COUNCIL have appoin- 
ted Mr. David G. Bannerman, ARIBA, a 
deputy county architect since 1947, to 
be county architect in succession to Mr. 
William R. Watt, FRIAS, who retires in 
April. 

Mr. T. Espie, of Glenrothes, has been 
appointed Assistant Architect to Glen- 
rothes Development Corporation. 

Mr. STEPHEN STONE, AIAAS, works 
manager for West Ham Corporation, has 
been appointed public works manager at 
Sunderland. 


Professional Announcements 

MEssrRS. BRIDGWATEK AND SHEPHEARD, char- 
tered architects and town planners of 42, Bruton- 
pl., Berkeley-sq., London, W1, have taken into 
partnership Mr. Gasriet Epstein, AADipl., 
ARIBA. 

Mr. Jack Goprrey-GILBert, ARIBA, moved 
his office on February 15, from 1a, Linden- 
gdns. London, W2, to 1, Garden-mews, 
Linden-gdns., London, W2. (Tel.: Bayswater 
1540 (unchanged).) 

Following the death of Mr. L. H. Fewster, 
LRIBA, the practice will be continued by his 
partners in the name of Messrs. L. H. Fewster 
AND ParTNERS, from the same address, 22, Con- 
duit-street, London, WI. 

Mr. J. H. SNELLGROVE, FRICS, chartered 
quantity surveyor, of 47, Coinagcehall-st., 
Helston, Cornwall, has opened a branch office 
at 5, Portland-sq., Plymouth, Devon (tel.: 
Plymouth 66224). This office will be managed 
by Mr. H. J. Bates, ARICS, chartered 
quantity surveyor. 


FROM ‘THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 
Saturday, February 21, 1857 


URGENT WANT OF LABOUR _IN 
AUSTRALIA.—The Geelong correspondent 
of the Australian and New Zealand 
Gazette writes: — All that is needed to 
develope the advantages we possess is 
summed up in one word—labour, which 
is now so scarce that the progress of many 
important works is interfered with, and 
in some cases even stopped from the want 
of it. The supply of emigrants of late 
has been far too limited. When a ship- 
load arrives the crowded depot is emptied 
in two or three days, and certain classes 
— single females, for instance, 
accustomed to town or farm services, 
agricultural labourers, married couples 
with small families—have tempting offers 
made to them of wages not dreamed of 
in the “old country,” and may secure 
comfortable homes within one day of 
their being open to engagement. The 
current wages of masons and carpenters 
are 15s. per day, and of common 


labourers 10s. to 12s. per day.’ 
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Housing & Building in the Commonwealth 


mr. G. A. Atkinson’s Paper at the Royal Society of Arts 


{ PAPER on ‘ Housing and Building 
‘hin the Commonwealth’ was given 
py Mr. GEORGE A. ATKINSON, BA(Arch), 
ARIBA, Colonial Liaison Officer, Build- 
ing Research Station, DSIR, and Housing 
Adviser to the Colonial Office, at a meet- 
ing of the Commonwealth Section of the 
Royal Society of Arts, held in London 
on February 12. The first part of Mr. 
Atkinson’s paper was devoted to a review 
of the earlier years of building in the 
Commonwealth. We take the following 
extracts from his subsequent remarks: 

Looking back over the post-war period, 
the pattern along which housing is de- 
veloping in the overseas territories is 
becoming increasingly clear. First, it 
has now become widely accepted that the 
improvement of housing conditions is a 
continuing function of government. This 
does not, of course, mean that a govern- 
ment has an unrestricted obligation to 
build houses for every family at pre- 
sent badly housed; but rather that it has 
a responsibility, for example, to see that 
sufficient urban sites with reasonable ser- 
vices are available for those who want to 
build, and that available technical and 
financial resources are mobilised in the 
most efficient manner possible. Conse- 
quently, housing is now usually a minis- 
terial subject, often associated with local 
government and town planning, in the 
growing number of territories enjoying 
a measure of responsible government. 

Secondly, it has become more generally 
appreciated that housing is not just a 
matter of clearing slums and _ building 
houses to rent for the less well-off. There 
is rarely sufficient money for large-scale 
clearance schemes; and measures for re- 
development, involving the eradication of 
the worst spots only and the improvement 
of the rest, on the lines first suggested by 
Patrick Geddes in India, may of necessity 
have to be followed. Again, to build 
houses for all who are in need of shelter 
may well be beyond many governments’ 
resources, especially when rents have to 
be subsidised as well. 


Self-build Housing 


Other measures, for example, the en- 
couragement of self-help building and, 
for householders with some savings, the 
building by private enterprise or statu- 
tory authority of houses for sale on in- 
stalment may be able to make a major 
contribution towards better housing by 
mobilising the householders’ own _ re- 
sources in cash or spare time. 

Thirdly, more and more of those con- 
cerned with the problem are realising the 
need for a fresh approach to housing 
standards. For example, it is now gener- 
ally accepted that each family should 
have its own sanitary accommodaticn, 
however simple. Generally, single-room 
dwellings for a family are no longer 
acceptable, though in an emergency—as, 
for example, in the resettlement of Hong 
Kong’s refugees—there may have to be a 
temporary relaxation. Where families 
live in their own houses in well-laid-out 
and administered schemes considerable 


simplification in constructional standards 
is now being allowed by a number of 
governments—for example, by Uganda 
so as to encourage the self-builder. 
Fourthly, recognition is increasingly 
being given to the social and economic 
value of encouraging home-ownership 
among families of moderate income. This 
often necessitates the development of new 
residential areas and large-scale house- 
building operations in order to reduce 
costs. Usually, government, through a 
statutory authority like the Malaya Hous- 
ing Trust or the Gold Coast Housing 
Corporation, has to make the first move, 
but private enterprise can often take over 
once interest has been aroused. Side by 
side with estate development and house- 
building activities building societies 
and other home savings and loans insti- 
tutions need to be stimulated. The 
benefits such an activity can present by 
bringing into being a competent and 
enterprising house-building industry are 
more and more being understood. 


Town Development 

Fifthly, the direct connection between 
housing and orderly town growth is be- 
coming apparent as programmes get 
under way. The success of the Malayan 
new town, Petaling Jaya, compared with 
the difficulties usually experienced there 
and elsewhere in finding suitable urban 
land for housing at a reasonable price has, 
for example, shown the value of bold and 
well-planned schemes for town develop- 
ment. 

Lastly, experience has shown that there 
is no magic solution to cheap building. 
This does not mean that there are no 
new technica! innovations, materials and 
methods of construction which can help 
to secure cheaper or better houses. But 
they are part of the general improvement 
of building. Progress depends mainly on 
raising the efficiency of local building 
industries on a broad front, or creating 
industries in territories where they hardly 
exist at present. Above all, it involves 
technical training to create better de- 
signers, managers and supervisors; craft 
training to produce more skilled opera- 
tives; research and development to im- 
prove local techniques and make more 
efficient use of the materials available, 
local or imported; and studies to rational- 
ise contract procedures and the methods 
of financing building operations. 

The lessons gained from housing apply 
largely to other forms of building as well. 
For example, the introduction of univer- 
sal education in a number of territories 
is setting school builders similar prob- 
lems. It necessitates a continuing pro- 
gramme of building rather than the con- 
struction of a haphazard series of single 
schools, each designed on a bespoke basis. 

Travelling school-building teams or 
regulated self-help building by the dif- 
ferent communities needing schools may 
have to be organised if one is to avoid 
exhausting budgets long before needs are 
met. Again, as already mentioned in 
relation to hospital building, it is rarely 
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possible to start from scratch and build 
to the design of the architect’s or doctor’s 
dreams. The funds available rarely per- 
mit this—the building of new teaching 
hospitals being among the few excep- 
tions. But they may permit a radical, re- 
development of an existing hospital in 
stages —pulling down some parts, altering 
others and rebuilding still others to a 
long-term development plan. Such a 
scheme calls for as much care, and more 
singleness of mind, than building afresh. 

Equally with housing, progress with 
other forms of building depends, above 
all, on a more efficient building industry. 
Since the war, builders from Britain have 
helped to secure this in almost every 
territory. First, a number of the larger 
contractors have set up subsidiary organi- 
sations overseas. Their work has done 
much to raise local technical standards. 
Without their efforts, the very consider- 
able amount of building which has been 
completed could not have been done. 
Secondly, a substantial part of the mate- 
rials and equipment used has been sup- 
plied from Britain. British firms have 
also helped to establish local industries: 
cement works in the West Indies, Nigeria, 
East and Central Africa, and Malaya; 
factories for asbestos cement roofing in 
Uganda and the Rhodesias; concrete tile 
works in Singapore—to name but three 
types of activity. 

Architects, engineers and = surveyors 
from Britain have also been responsible 
for a very large part of the building 
undertaken. Some are serving in govern- 
ment and local government works organi- 
sations, or with statutory authorities. 
Others have gone overseas and set up 
local offices, a number in partnership 
with local-born colleagues. A few con- 
cerned with special projects have worked 
from Britain. 


The Future 


What of the future? As territories like 
Malaya and Ghana become independent 
members of the Commonwealth they will 
naturally be building for themselves in- 
creasingly, using their own architects, 
engineers and builders. But, in many 
spheres, co-operation with British builders 
is likely to continue; in some it may well 
be strengthened. Especially in Africa and 
the Caribbean, there will continue to be 
work for British contractors, probably in 
association with local firms. In the Far 
East, most building is already being car- 
ried out by local contractors. Again, 
there is likely to be a need for many 
years for architects, engineers and sur- 
veyors, though in public service and, per- 
haps to a lesser degree, in private practice 
local men, as they complete their train- 
ing, will increasingly take over the 
‘general practitioner’s’’ work. 

The need for the experienced specialist 

in housing, town planning, school 
building, hospital building, and so on— 
may well continue for a longer period. 
Indeed, a growing problem is how best 
to provide such specialist services. To 
some degree, as at present, they can be 
provided by the consultant engaged for 
a particular scheme; a new hospital, 
university, or tourist hotel. Frequently, 
however, governments want the continu- 
ing assistance of a specialist who may 
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help them to evolve new building pro- 
grammes, while training their own men 
to continue the work; this is particularly 
so in activities like town planning, hous- 
ing and school building. More and more, 
such assignments will be for a period of 
years rather than for a career. Unless 
reliance is placed on ‘ free-lancing,’ some 
means of drawing on a pool of specialists 
may well have to be devised. 

The usefulness of such pools for over- 
seas development has for long been ap- 
preciated, but other forms of organisation 
may be found to be more suitable. Some, 
indeed, are already being tried out tenta- 
tively. For example, an architect from 
my unit has been helping, first, British 
Guiana and, later, Barbados, to start new 
housing ventures. Another form of 
organisation being explored is the second- 
ment of specialists from central or local 
government. It is no easy matter to work 
out an efficient yet flexible organisation. 
But the demand exists and is growing; it 
comes not only from the colonial terri- 
tories and other Commonwealth countries 
but also, through United Nations Techni- 
cal Assistance projects and the like, from 
other countries at a similar state of 
development. 

One of the fields in which help from 
Britain is most needed in the immediate 
future is in that of professional and tech- 
nical training. Until recently in the 
colonial territories local facilities for 
training were very limited. Possibly after 
preliminary teaching at a local technical 
school, the student of building or archi- 
tecture had to continue his studies in 
Britain, Australia or Canada. 

Now, schools of architecture and build- 
ing are being set up in West and East 
Africa and the Far East. Though many 
of these schools are very young and they 
yet often only have a skeleton teaching 
staff, it looks as if, in the not so distant 
future, the larger territories will be well 
provided with facilities for training local 
men. The schools face many difficulties. 
First, there is the problem of recruiting 
experienced and enthusiastic teachers. 
Secondly, there is the problem of curri- 
cula and, closely linked, textbooks. 


Climatic Problems 


Building overseas differs from that in 
Britain in many ways. For example, the 
climate is often tropical; there are prob- 
lems of hurricanes and earthquakes, and 
attack by termites; building needs and the 
materials available to satisfy them are 
different. Since the Roorkee Manual, 
published a century ago, there have been 
few if any manuals written especially 
from the standpoint of building overseas. 

A number of the new schools are realis- 
ing that they have to help themselves 
by studying local ways of building and 
developing improved methods. To facili- 
tate this, at the Kumasi College of Tech- 
nology the Gold Coast Government is 
planning to set up a building develop- 
ment centre to work closely with the West 
African Building Research Institute at 
Accra. At Zaria, Northern Nigeria, a 
Station of the Institute is to be set up 
adjoining the Nigerian College. Similar 
developments are likely in East Africa. 

One of the tasks of my unit at the 
United Kingdom Research Station is to 


help such work by studying problems of 
tropical building and by interpreting the 
work of the station at Garston and of 
other Commonwealth research organisa- 
tions, especially those in Australia, India 
and South Africa. It is encouraging to 
note that the setting up of facilities over- 
seas has tended to increase the demands 
which we receive for advice and assist- 
ance. Though primarily concerned with 
the colonial territories, our contacts tend 
to widen. 


In this talk I have tried to show how 
considerable has been the contribution of 
these islands to building in the Common- 
wealth. It can continue to be on the 
same scale for many years, though the 
emphasis is likely to change; for, in the 
future, it is in such specialist fields as 
town planning, low-cost housing, school 
and hospital building, building research, 
professional and technical training, the 
development of local building materials 
industries, large civil engineering works 
and, without doubt, the building of 
atomic energy stations that our contribu- 
tion is likely to be most needed. 

Consultant and contractor have both 
an important role to play; so in many 
territories still has the salaried officer 
of government and statutory authority. 
But there is also likely to be an increasing 
need for specialists for limited periods of 
service, which might best be met either 
by organised secondment from building 
authorities in Britain or possibly from 
some central pool. 

Finally, I believe that my unit at the 
Building Research Station and Colonial 
Office can continue to play a useful part 
largely by studying aspects of tropical 
building and by advising those overseas 
on their technical problems; but also by 
interpreting developments and conditions 
overseas to those concerned in Britain. 


WHOLESALE PRICE CHANGES 
Building Materials Dearer 


THE OFFICIAL price indices for building 
and civil engineering and house building 
materials rose by 1.4 and 1.2 per cent. res- 
pectively during January, according to an 
article in the Board of Trade Journal of 
February 16. The increases were due to 
higher prices for iron and steel items, sand 
and ballast, paint, imported timber, joinery 
and a number of other building materials. 

A table of price index numbers of various 
materials shows that the index (June 30, 
1949=100) for building and civil engineer- 
ing materials in January, 1957, was 146.5* 
compared with 144.5* in December, 1956, 
and 141.1 in January last year. Similar figures 
given for house building materials are, re- 
spectively, 146.4*, 144.6* and 140.9. 

Another table gives the index numbers of 
the output of ‘broad sectors of industry.’ 
(June 30, 1949=100). The indices for 
building and civil engineering other than 
repairs are given quarterly, and for the past 
four quarters are shown as: Average for 
the whole of the previous quarter ending 
December last, 136*; September, 136*; June, 
136*; and March, 134. A footnote points 
out that these four figures are an index of 
building costs. 





*Provisional figure. 
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RIBA 
Notes from Council Minutes 


AT the request of the National Consul. 

tative Council of the Building and 
Civil Engineering Industries, members of 
the RIBA Council were asked recently 
to give, in confidence, their estimates 
of the present trends of activity in the 
industry. At the RIBA Council meeting 
held on February 5, it was reported that 
a memorandum had been prepared and 
submitted to the NCC based on replies 
received, and that the consensus of 
opinion was that there was definite 
evidence of a substantial decline in the 
amount of new work being started, the 
decline being somewhat more marked in 
the smaller classes of building, and that 
this was due to the credit squeeze, since 
the inquiry had been made before there 
could have been time for further effects, 
if any, caused by the oil crisis to become 
apparent. 

This information is given in Notes 
from the Minutes of that meeting now 
issued by the RIBA. Other matters 
noted include: 

APPOINTMENTS 

(A) RIBA REPRESENTATION ON THE ARCHI- 
TECTS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL FOR 1957/ 
1958: (i) 29 Representatives on the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council: Harold Ander- 
son (F), D. H. Beaty-Pownall (F), J. B. 
Brandt (F), J. T. Castle (A), L. A. Chackett 
(F), Thomas S. Cordiner (F), Dr. F. F, C. 
Curtis (A), R. E. Enthoven (F), R. O. Foster 
(F), S. Vincent Goodman (F), R. D. Hammett 
(F), J. K. Hicks (F), R. J. Hurst (F), H. L. 
Kelly (F), Cecil Kennard (F), H. Martin 
Lidbetter (F), Howard V. Lobb (FP), E. D. 
Lyons (A), S. W. Milburn (F), E. D. Mills 
() T. EE. North @), J. TT. W. 
Peat (F), F. B. Pooley (F), F. L Preston (F), 
A L. Roberts (F), W. A. Rutter (F), R. H. 
Uren (F), A. Neville Ward (A) and David B. 
Waterhouse (A). (ii) Four Representatives 
on the Admission Committee: L. A. 
Chackett (F), H. Martin Lidbetter (F), E. D. 
Lyons (A), J. T. W. Peat (F). 

(B) RIBA ARCHITECTURE BRONZE MEDAL: 
Representatives on Jury Convened by —i) 
Liverpool Architectural Society: Leonard C. 
Howitt (F), President, Manchester Society 
of Architects; (ii) Manchester Society of Ar- 
chitects: L. W. M. Alexander (A), President, 
Liverpool Architectural Society. 

(C) CPRE: Clifford Culpin (F) in place 
of Mr. R. T. Kennedy (A). — (D) Central 
Panels Committee: Herbert Tayler (F) in 
place of Mr, R. T. Kennedy (A). (E) Build- 
ing Industry Productivity Conference, Lon- 
don: R. O. Foster (F) in place of Mr. 
Edward D, Mills (F). (The second repre: 
sentative is Mr. Howard V. Lobb (F). 

(F) University of Liverpool: RIBA Repre- 
sentative on Court: L. W. M. Alexander (A), 
President, Liverpool Architectural Society, in 
place of F. J. M. Ormrod (F). (G) Registered 
Plumbers’ Association: RIBA Representa- 
tive at Annual Meeting of General Council, 
Perth, June 6, 1957: L. A. Rolland (F), 
President-designate, Dundee Institute of Ar- 
chitects. (H) RIBA Representatives on 
Codes of Practice Committees and BSI Com- 
mittees: (i) SFE/13—Solid Fuel Appliances 
for Low Cost Housing—G. M. Kingsford (F); 
(ii) MECP/2—Gas Appliances — George 
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fairweather (F) in place of Stanley Heaps 
(f). (J) Ministry of Works Building and 
Civil Engineering Regional Joint Committee 
jor No. 4 Region: Humphrey Boardman (F). 


The Honorary Fellowship: Charles 
Wheeler, CBE, President of the Royal Aca- 
demy, has accepted the Council’s nomination 
for election as an Honorary Fellow. 
Hon. Corresponding Membership: Leon 
Chatelain, Jr., President of the American In- 
stitute of Architects, has accepted the Coun- 
ci’s nomination for election as an Honorary 
Corresponding Member. 


RIBA Distinction in Town Planning: It 
was unanimously resolved that the RIBA 
Award for Distinction in Town Planning be 
conferred upon Donald E. E. Gibson, CBE. 

RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: Shef- 
field, South Yorks. and District Society: 
Formal approval was given to the award 
made by the jury of the Sheffield, South 
Yorkshire and District Society of Architects 
and Surveyors for the period of three years 
ended December 31, 1955, in favour of the 
Divisional Police Headquarters, Silverlands, 
Buxton, designed by F. Hamer Crossley (F), 
County Architect, Derby. 

Architects’ Conference, Moscow In- 
ternational Union of Architects: The 
Council were informed that it had been de- 
cided to postpone until 1958 the Sth 
Assembly and Congress of the International 
Union of Architects which was to have taken 
place in Moscow in 1957. In the light of 
this decision the Council expressed doubt 
as to whether it would be opportune to hold 
the 6th Assembly and Congress in London in 
1959 as projected and have under considera- 
tion the possibility of its postponement until 
1960. 


‘ALL-IN’ TENDERS 

‘All-in’ Tenders for Work Overseas: 
The Council considered replies to their in- 
qury from the Commonwealth Allied 
Societies. From these it was decided that 
the agreement made between the Royal In- 
stitute and the Export Group for the Con- 
structional Industries in connection with ‘ all- 
in’ tenders for work overseas in March, 
1956, should not be extended to Common- 
wealth countries apart from India and Pakis- 
tan, 


Arbitrators: Approval was given to a re- 
commendation of the Practice Committee 
that a series of lectures for younger members 
should be arranged on the work of arbi- 
trators. 


International Building Exhibition, Berlin: 
The Council were informed that the Joint 
Committee on Structural Concrete were pro- 
posing to organise visits to Berlin during 
the International Building Exhibition, July 6 
to September 27. Arrangements are pro- 
posed for parties of architects and engineers 
to make sponsored visits, cost of travel being 
defrayed by the individual. The Council 
approved the proposal for joint sponsorship. 


Family Life in High Density Housing: 
The Council approved a recommendation of 
the Public Relations Committee that the title 
of the Symposium to be held in May should 
be ‘Family Life in High Density Housing: 
The Design of Space about Buildings’ in 
substitution of the title ‘Designing for 
Children in High Density Housing’ as re- 
Ported in the Notes from the Minutes of 





the Council Meeting held on October 9, 
1956. 

Standing Committee on By-Laws: It was 
decided to set up a Standing Committee on 
By-laws and Building Regulations consisting 
of the following members: T. B. Harpe 
Ellis (A), R. D. Hammett (F), W. A. P. 
Jack (F) (Glasgow), (Chairman of the RIAS 
Practice Committee), Cecil Kennard (FP), 
R. A. Simons (L), (Building Research 
Station), F. G. Southgate (A), S. D. Studd 
(Chief Building Surveyor, Manchester Cor- 
poration), and C. S. White (F). 


BOOKS 


e. Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


Sixty Post-war Cuurcnes. (London: In- 


corporated Church Building Society.) 

Price 10s. 6d. 

HE post-war demand for churches in 
new towns and housing estates has 


been and is a heavy one, and few dioceses 
have funds adequate to the needs. Never- 
theless, a large number of excellent build- 
ings have been erected, and sixty of these, 
all by well-known architects, are usefully 
brought together in this book. It is in two 
sections, the first being devoted to conse- 
crated churches erected in most cases as 
single units and used exclusively for wor- 
ship; and the second to (1) churches (some 
of which have been or will be consecrated) 
built as part of an integral scheme; (2) 
church centres; and (3) dedicated dual- 
purpose buildings of various kinds in use 
permanently or temporarily for both religi- 
ous and secular purposes. There are nearly 
200 illustrations. The buildings range in 
architectural character from the traditional 
to the contemporary. Details of accommo- 
dation, construction and cost are given in 
each case, but it is a pity that some twenty 
or more examples are without plans. 

Sir Hugh Gurney, KCMG, MVD, chair- 
man of the Society, contributes an interest- 
ing foreword; Mr. D. F. Martin Smith, 
FRIBA, AADip, an article in which he 
deprecates the dual-purpose principle; and 
Mr. R. J. McNally, some — useful 
notes on the planning of dual-purpose 
churches. He stresses in particular the im- 
portance of making any division between 
church and hall soundproof. This is a 
valuable little book for all concerned with 
the planning and provision of churches 
under present-day conditions. 

G. J. HOWLING. 


GUIDE TO SECURITY OF TENURE FOR BUSINESS 
AND PROFESSIONAL TENANTS. By Deborah 
Rowland, __ Barrister-at-Law. (London: 
Pergamon Press.) Price 35s. 


EARLY all the books dealing with the 
increased protection given to business 
tenants by the Landlord and Tenant Act, 
1954, were published shortly after it came 
into operation. Since that time it has be- 
come apparent that this Act, like all other 
landlord and tenant legislation, raises many 
difficult problems of interpretation and some 
of these have already been the subject of 
judicial decision. 
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The object of this book appears to be to 
provide an up-to-date explanation of the 
relevant statutory provisions with references 
to decided cases and a discussion of some 
of the difficulties which have yet to be re- 
solved by the Courts. The text of the book 
deals with the statutory provisions in narra- 
tive form and there follow four Appendices 
which contain various statutory provisions, 
regulations and prescribed forms and certain 
other forms drafted by the author herself. 

Though in general the work of exposition 
has been done adequately, some passages 
explaining difficulties presented by the Act 
are expressed in language which is almost 
as obscure as that of the statutory provision 
under discussion. This applies particularly 
to the note on section 30(2) at pp. 49-52 and 
there are one or two other places where the 
explanation would have been easier to fol- 
low and more accurate had the author 
adhered to the exact wording of the statute. 

It is difficult to understand why in a book 
on security of tenure for business and pro- 
fessional tenants it should have been 
thought necessary to deal with compensa- 
tion for improvements and even with the 
miscellaneous amendments of the law of 
landlord and tenant effected by sections 51 
to 54 of the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1954. 
But these extraneous topics have not been 
dealt with as fully as the title subject of the 
book and take up a comparatively small 
number of pages. 

The Landlord and Tenant (Notices) 
(No. 2) Regulations, 1954, appear to have 
been overlooked with the result that certain 
amendments and prescribed forms are 
omitted. 

Despite these criticisms, the book on the 
whole may be said to achieve its object and 
it contains a most useful concluding chapter 
on the procedure to be followed by tenants 
and landlords for the purpose of exercising 
or safeguarding their rights under the Act. 

GEORGE AVGHERINOS. 


OrriciAL ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING YEAR 
Book 1957. By Robert McKown. 
(London: Chantry Publications Ltd.) 


Price 15s. 

THis Book provides, in a form permit- 
ting quick reference, the names of those 
executive officers responsible for architec- 
tural and town planning matters in govern- 
ment departments, local authorities, statu- 
tory undertakings, and private firms—and 
gives not only the names of the chief 
officers responsible for this work but, in 
appropriate cases, those of their deputies 
and senior assistants. 

The present edition has been completely 
revised and brought up-to-date. It is 
divided into three sections. The first deals 
with government departments and _ local 
authorities—including those National Park 
planning boards which have become plan- 
ning authorities under the 1949 Act. 

Statutory organisations other than central 
and local ‘government authorities—e.g., 
development corporations, hospital boards 
and nationalised industries—are given in the 
second part of the book together with 
private organisations and industrial and 
commercial firms. 

The third section gives particulars of 
various organisations which, for one reason 
or another, may be of interest to architects 
and planners. 
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‘Some National Park Problems ’ 
A PAPER AT THE TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 


A PAPER on ‘Some National Park 
** Problems’ was given by Mr. P. J. 
MONKHOUSE at a meeting of the Town 
Planning Institute held in London on 
February 7, from which we take the fol- 
lowing extracts. Mr. Monkhouse said: 

I want this evening to do two unam- 
bitious things, and one a little more diffi- 
cult. I will mention, with due reserve, 
a few of the practical problems which we 
encounter in our work and which if not 
unknown to you, seem to present them- 
selves with special force to us. I will 
then say something about what might be 
called the internal problems of the park 
boards, as I have seen them in the Peak 
Board, to which I have the honour to 
belong, hoping to persuade you that such 
a body, even if it is technically a bastard, 
is still not a monstrosity. And then I 
would like to turn to a deeper theme, 
long present in my mind, to which my 
five years with the Peak Board have given 
fresh material and a fresh sense of 
urgency, and to ask in what consists that 
natural beauty which it is our peculiar 
and statutory duty to preserve and en- 
hance; to peer, so to say, short-sightedly 
into the philosophy on which our special 
function is, or should be, founded. 

Most of our practical problems I 
imagine to differ in degree rather than in 
principle from those facing a county 
planning committee. We are general 
planning authorities, working the 1947 
Act as well as the 1949 Act, bound to 
serve the material and cultural interests 
of the resident population no less than 
the cause of natural beauty—I recoil 
from the word ‘ amenity,’ which has been 
so over-worked that it now stands for 
anything from Scafell Pike to a public 
lavatory. 


Beauty v. Utility 


We have our statutory duty to pre- 
serve and enhance natural beauty; this 
is fundamental to our work, and I believe 
that we are the only kind of planning 
authority on which this duty is laid in so 
many words. There is no line drawn— 
beauty to prevail on one side and utility 
on the other. In some places the weight 
to be given to beauty may be relatively 
slight, in some overwhelming; in none 
negligible. In our territory, it is always 
inescapable: In most counties or cities 
there are, so to say, some backyards, in 
which a new and_ unprepossessing 
development can be stowed away incon- 
spicuously, or where there is no striking 
natural beauty to impair. We are prac- 
tically all front garden. That gives the 
characteristic note to our work. 

If we could take the high line (as a few 
people might like us to do) and say, 
‘Beauty always comes first here and the 
rest nowhere; you may want a school or 
a sewage works or an electricity supply, 
but it wouldn’t look well and you can’t 
have it,’ things would be simple—for us. 
But that is just what we won’t say. People 
must have these things, and our task is 
to bring to bear all the ingenuity and 
judgment and technical skill we can to 


reconcile the needs of beauty and of use- 
fulness. 


That is the first point, then; in the sort 
of country that goes to make up a 
national park it is very hard to hide any- 
thing away. A second is that we are told 
not merely to preserve but to enhance 
the beauty of the country. I believe that 
in time to come—if ever the credit 
squeeze comes to an end—we shall find 
this part of our work increasingly impor- 
tant and worth while. We made a good 
start with a scheme for planting over a 
shocking waste tip left by an old copper 
mine in the Manifold valley, the one blot 
on this lovely dale. But the credit 
squeeze caught us before we could get 
the job done, and it remains a plan on 
paper. 

It might be thought that our higher 
and wilder land, at least, would be left 
to itself. But it’s not always so; and 
when developments come they are often 
of an unusually conspicuous character, 
in country in which the difficulty of 
mitigation is greatest and the demand for 
preservation is strongest. High land has 
some attractions. It has a heavy rainfall, 
and rainfall brings reservoirs, which 
often have beauties of their own, but 
risky ones, often hard to reconcile with 
the nature of the place. We expect to 
have a good deal more of this kind of 
development as the urban demand for 
water grows. 

Radio and television masts are another 
very conspicuous development for which 
high land has a positive attraction. 
Artillery or rocket ranges are another 
occupational risk of wild country; but I 
don’t know whether any national park 
has suffered more from military needs 
than Lulworth, the glory of the Dorset 
coast. 

I could go on for long enough in this 
strain—the great caravan problem, for 
instance, has not even been touched on; 
or the concentration of transport at 
‘ beauty spots,’ to use a hideous but con- 
venient phrase; forestry policy; the con- 
trol of advertising. But it is time for me 
to turn to the second point. Confronted 
with these and the innumerable other 
problems presented by planning legisla- 
tion and current development, is the 
national park authority an effective in- 
strument for coping with them? As you 
know, these authorities have taken 
various forms; and it would be prudent 
for me to speak now only of the one of 
which I have direct experience, the Peak 
Park Planning Board. 

This park covers parts of four coun- 
ties — Derbyshire, Cheshire, Stafford- 
shire, the West Riding of Yorkshire— 
and of the city of Sheffield, which ex- 
tends far into the hills. About half of it 
lies in Derbyshire. The board has 27 
members, in the familiar ratio of 18 from 
the local planning authorities and nine 
nominated by the Minister. I find this 
division proper and effective. I know 
that some people in what one may call 
the open-air movement sigh for the Hob- 
house formula of fifty-fifty with an in- 
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dependent chairman. I do not. I beliey 
that the board would be in a much 
weaker position if it was not in a tru 
sense a /ocal authority, with deep psi 
in local soil. 
_The relations between officers, coun: 
cillors, and nominated members have 
been generally friendly. Has it been 
fruitful? Has the park area been con: 
venient to administer as a unit? Has 
the presence of the nominated Members 
added anything to the Board’s effective. 
ness? I should answer yes to both ques. 
tions. We have been able to work to a 
consistent policy over a geographical 
entity, nearly twice as large as the larges, 
sere Section of it. 
ave not sought to show that syec 
a body is the only, or the perfect, th 
handling the job. But in our experience 
there is no reason for regarding this sys 
tem with ‘abhorrence,’ as I have tread 
that some planning authorities do. 


The Philosophical Problem 


I come now to my third problem, the 
philosophical problem, if I may so call 
it, which underlies all our work. What 
is the essence, the fundamental principle, 
of that natural beauty which it is our 
business to preserve and enhance? 1 do 
not know any authoritative work on the 
aesthetics of natural beauty. There are 
plenty of books on aesthetics, but they 
are almost entireiy about works of art. 
But a landscape is, prima facie, not a 
work of art. 

I have now no doubt that there is a 
sense of natural beauty in man, not so 
universal as the sense of moral rightness, 
but common and deep enough to be 
accepted as something real. I have tried 
what psychologists call the hormic or 
conative approach, the principle that we 
believe something because we want to do 
something. I have read with awed res- 
pect the view put by Samuel Alexander 
in the course of his great work on Beauty 
and other forms of Value. This is al- 
most entirely about the nature of art, on 
which I accept his doctrine. A work 
of art, he says, is the product of ‘the 
creative instinct become contemplative.’ 
This I think is true. 

Alexander goes on to say that, in 
admiring natural beauty,-we are taking 
the preliminary steps towards an act of 
artistic creation; looking at a landscape, 
we are in effect making as if to draw it. 
This I do not accept. I am sure that this 
is not what we are doing when we admire 
natural beauty. 

After these and many other medita- 
tions, each seeming to end in a blind 
alley, I now find myself contemplating 
two possible views, either of which may 
prove more durable, and which may in- 
deed be compatible with each other. 

The first might be described as 4 
Christian, or at any rate as a theist, view. 
In it, 1 go back to Alexander’s theory of 
art, and repudiate my previous conclu- 
sion that natural beauty is not a work of 
art. It may be, after all, that landscape 
is a work of art, executed by God, using 
as his tools both the natural forces of the 
universe and the hands and minds of 
men. And just as in the field of conduct 
the exercise of human free will some- 
times diverges from the moral purpose 
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of God, so in the aesthetic field it may 
diverge from his aesthetic purpose; from 
which it would follow that to mar natural 
beauty may be not merely an error or 
blunder but a sort of sin. 

My second theory is come to by asking 
first not, ‘ What is beautiful?’ but, * What 
is ugly? Why does ugliness distress us?’ 
The most satisfactory answer I can find 
is that what is ugly is ‘a clash of wills,’ 
and perhaps also a failure of will, a palsy 
of the will. The wild is not always or 
necessarily more beautiful than the tame. 
But if there is an evident clash of wills, 
the effect is ugliness. This theory has a 
good many advantages. It can be related 
to urban as well as rural scenes. It 
chimes in with the practical advice about 
development against a natural back- 
ground given by such scholars in the field 
of landscape architecture as Brenda 
Colvin and Brian Hackett. It explains 
why ugliness is painful to us; it is like 
watching friends quarrel. 

Vote of Thanks 

Moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Monk- 
house, LoRD STRANG (chairman, National 
Parks Commission, said the task of the 
Commission had not been an easy one. 
The National Parks Act had not been 
easy to interpret or carry into effect, but 
they had been very much helped in their 
work by four planning authorities in 
approaching the problems which they had 
had to face in the early stages. 

In the first part of his paper Mr. 
Monkhouse had given, said Lord Strang, 
one of the most luminous and most 
sagacious expositions of the problems 
which faced national park administration 
that he had ever heard. He had listened to 
quite a number of papers and had read 
a number of articles on the subject, and 
had also made a few speeches himself, 
but he had never heard a more all-round 
and complete description or a more 
synipathetic understanding one than they 
had just listened to. He would like to 
pick out two points among many which 
Mr. Monkhouse had made. 

The first was the account the speaker 
had given of the duty which lay upon 
all park planning administrations to pre- 
serve and enhance natural beauty and 
see that the parks in this country were in 
the right place where people could not 
only enjoy themselves and enjoy the 
natural beauty and find recreation, but 
were also places where people lived. 

Parks had all that character in this 
country, but quite rightly the problem 
which faced the park planning authorities 
was that of reconciling the preservation 
of beauty with usefulness. This was the 
problem —it was the dilemma — with 
which they were confronted. 

It was a problem that required 
ingenuity and infinite attention to detail 
and an intolerable amount of work, 
argument and visiting so that what they 
set out to achieve was accomplished. 
Quite small adjustments in siting could 
have an extraordinary effect in avoiding 
damage to a landscape. In the course 
of visiting parks he had seen what a 
difference could be made by a slight 
adjustment He had seen it in the work 
of the professional landscape consultants. 

Lord Strang stressed the value of 


engaging qualified landscape consultants 
in dealing with these matters. It was 
no use bringing in a consultant at the 
end of a project to cover something up. 
He should be brought in at the start. 
They were finding that more and more 
Government departments and statutory 
undertakings and more commercial com- 
panies were showing themselves more 
willing to employ consultants in this way. 
The oil companies at Milford Haven, for 
example, were showing an_ extremely 
sympathetic attitude in this respect and 
they had good hopes that good landscape 
consultants would be employed in the 
development of these schemes. 

Lord Strang said the park planning 
authorities were unique in character: 
They were new and a rather untried 
experiment. This experiment lay in the 
association of locally elected members 
and members appointed and nominated 
by the Minister. He thought Mr. Monk- 
house was right in what he had told them 
about this arrangement. The combination 
of the experience and outlook of the 
locally elected members and nominated 
members had been most successful. It 
was not easy to find people willing to 
serve aS nominated members. It was 
important that suitable people should be 
found because a park planning authority 
was an instrument of government. 

There was growing up in all park 
planning committees throughout the 
country, said Lord Strang, a sentiment of 
community and a feeling of team spirit. 
He would not say it was developed in the 
same or equal degree in all park plan- 
ning authorities, but it was growing up in 
all of them. It was a fertile and promising 
development, and in none was this team 
spirit more evident than in the Peak. 

A Useful Service 

Lorp MERTHYR, who seconded the vote 
of thanks, said he looked upon the park 
planning boards as performing a useful 
service in their efforts—and successful 
efforts — to combine beauty with utility, 
because it must be done. He was inter- 
ested to hear about rural electricity pro- 
jects. They were good examples of the 
necessity for a combination of beauty 
with utility because they simply must 
have electrification all over the country- 
side, and they were behindhand in 
bringing it about. 

Another subject that had interested him 
was the treatment of refuse tips, which 
no one could say were beautiful. Person- 
ally, he was proud of the fact that he 
lived both in a coalfield and a national 
park. He agreed that with time, patience 
and cunning they could convert the 
ugliness of these refuse tips into some- 
thing that did not mar the landscape or 
stain the soul. 

In the course of Mr. Monkhouse’s 
address they had heard also a living testi- 
mony of the efficiency and effectiveness of 
park planning boards. He said that with 
confidence. There were people who con- 
sidered that these boards could not work, 
but he had never been one to hold that 
view. This, Lord Merthyr felt, was 
mainly due to the fact that in some places 
people representing separate counties and 
boroughs and with different interests were 
able to work together. 
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LAND FOR HOUSE 
BUILDING 
Sheffield Planning Appeal 


QHEFFIELD Corporation is_ sterilising 

67 acres of land at Handsworth which 
could hold 900 houses and reduce the city’s 
housing waiting list by 3,000, because they 
do not know what to do with it, it was 
alleged at a Sheffield planning appeal inquiry 
on February 14. The appeal was made’ by 
Edmund Oxley (Contractors), Ltd., against 
the refusal of Sheffield Corporation and 
Rotherham Rural Council to allow develop- 
ment at Dore House Farm, Handsworth, so 
that 700 houses could be built. 


Mr. J. A. Ne:cson, for the appellants, 
said the land had been designated in the 
city development plan partly as a site for 
a Post Office Savings Bank Building and 
partly as an open space. The Post Office 
had abandoned its plan, and the Corpora- 
tion now said it did not know what it was 
going to do with the land. 


He said the Corporation had overlooked 
the fact that not everyone wanted to live 
in Derbyshire, or in the area of some other 
authorities. It was surely in the Corpora- 
tion’s interest to attract the extra rateable 
value which the 700 houses would provide. 

Mr. S. E. SHEPHERD, LRIBA, FRICS, said 
the land was suitable for development, and 
the National Coal Board could deal with 
coal deposits underneath the site. Dore 
House itself, a substantial building, had not 
suffered any damage from subsidence. 

Mr. S. Hitton, Sheffield deputy town 
clerk, said a number of letters and a petition 
had been received. Some wanted the land 
to remain open and others did not object 
to private houses. Yet others did not want 
council houses, and another group did not 
want light industry. 

Mr. S. LockeTT, principal planning assis- 
tant to Sheffield Corporation, said the site 
was not suitable, in his opinion, for housing 
development because it was bounded by 
important roads and was only 400 yards 
from the railway. It had been re-allocated 
for light industry when the Post Office aban- 
doned their scheme. In August, 1956, there 
was land available in the city for 7,748 
private houses and 13,392 Corporation 
houses. 

The land for private building would now 
last nine years, and it was now estimated, 
due to changed circumstances, that the over- 
spill population of the city had fallen. to 
40,000, compared with the estimated 70,000 
at the time the development plan was pre- 
pared. While there was land for houses, 
land for industry was not available, and 
more than 100 applications for sites could 
not be satisfied. 


The Corporation would be prepared to 
buy the land, said Mr. Lockett, and hold it 
until the coal was worked. They had offered 
to buy it. He agreed that the Minister had 
not been asked to alter the development 
plan, nor had he been asked to approve that 
the land should not be used for housing. 
Any industrial development would be ofthe 
garden-city type. a 

Mr. F. T. BRAMBLE, Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government Inspector, closed the 
inquiry before inspecting the site. 


G* 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


No New Town at Althallows-on- 
Sea 


NAR. HENRY BROOKE, Minister of 
4 Housing and Local Government, has 
dismissed the appeal by Dolphin Develop- 
ment and Management Co., Ltd., against the 
refusal by Kent County Council to give 
planning permission for the building of a 
new town of 25,000 population on 900 acres 
of land at Allhallows-on-Sea, in the Strood 
Rural District. 

The new town, which the company esti- 
mated would have cost £20m. and would 
have taken 15 years to build, was intended 
to provide housing for workers at the nearby 
Kent Oil Refinery on the Isle of Grain, many 
of whom now have long journeys to work 
from such places as Rochester, Gillingham, 
Chatham and Gravesend. It would have in- 
cluded a considerable industrial estate to 
provide varied work, and would have made 
provision for shopping, entertainment. 
schools, recreation, etc., on a scale appro- 
priate to a seaside town of 25,000 people. 
It was also hoped that it would have made 
some contribution to the decentralisation of 
London industry and population. A local 
inquiry was held Jast September. 

The Minister, in dismissing the appeal. 
made it clear that his reason for doing so 
was the very high agricultural value of most 
of the land. This was also the main ground 
on which Kent County Council had refused 
permission. Evidence had been given at the 
inquiry that the productivity of the land was 
double the national average, and much of 
it produced two crops a year. The Minister 
Said that such land ought clearly to be 
retained in agricultural use unless there were 
the most compelling reasons for developing 
it,'and although the case for the new town 
was a strong one he did not think it pro- 
vided sufficient grounds for sacrificing land 
which was of outstanding value to agricul- 
ture. 


Erection of Garage and Petrol 
Filling Station Allowed on Appeal 


' A FIRM of Waltham Abbey, Herts, build- 
ing. contractors, Jest and Ruskin, Ltd., have 
received permission for the erection of a 
garage and petro] filling station on land at 
the junction of Mill-lane and High-street, 
Cheshunt, Herts. Cheshunt Urban Council 
had refused permission for the development. 
An appeal against this decision was the sub- 
ject of ‘a’ public inquiry at Cheshunt on 
‘November 12. 

Allowing the appeal, the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government states in 
a letter: ‘The Minister has come to the 
conclusion that the erection on this site of 
a discreetly designed and well laid out petro] 
filling station should not have any seriously 
detrimental effect on the near-by houses, 
land by keeping much of the site open could 
‘even enhance the appearance of the area.’ 

: 


PPS to Minister of Housing 

Mr. Henry Brooke, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government and Minister for 
Welsh Affairs, has appointed Lord Balniel, 
Member of Parliament for Hertford, to be 
his Parliamentary Private Secretary. 
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NEW FORD BUILDING, MICHIGAN.—Shown above is a new office building 


at Dearborn. 
faced in glass and aluminium. 


The 15-storey building (upper three floors are penthouses) is 
At the rear is a 3-storey Service unit. 


Air- 


conditioning was installed by the USA branch of the Scottish company Thermotank, 





Ltd. The architects are Owings, Skidmore and Merrill 


International Building Board Consultation 


UNITED KINGDOM WELL REPRESENTED 


From a Correspondent 


} BRE building boards, with their 

much younger cousin, particle board 
or chipboard, claimed the attention of 
over 300 specialists at a world confer- 
ence held in the Palais des Nations at 
Geneva from January 21 to February 5. 
Among the participants, who came from 
36 countries, were many eminent techno- 
logists, including Mr. Arne Asplund, the 
originator of the Swedish ‘ Defibrator ’ 
process; Mr. J. A. Hall, director of the 
Forest Products Laboratory at Madison, 
Wisconsin; Dr. Klauditz, director of the 
German Institute of Wood Research; Mr. 
F. C. Lynam, managing director, the Air- 
screw Company and Jicwood, Ltd.; M. 
Jean Compredon, director of the Centre 
Technique du Bois, France; and Profes- 
sor Bérje Steenberg, the Swedish wall- 
board expert. The British delegation, over 
20 strong, included Messrs. John Ballan- 


tyne (Bowaters), Donald Boddington 
(Celotex, Ltd.), C. Geoffrey Cullen 
(Bowaters), William Fischbein (Inter- 


national Plastics, Ltd.), Gordon D. Nash 
(Building Research Station) and Dr. 
Edgar Reissner (Factories Direction, 
Ltd.). 

This 14-day conference, styled offici- 
ally the ‘International Consultation on 
Insulation Board, Hardboard and 
Particle Board’ and jointly sponsored by 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
of the United Nations (FAO) and the 


European Timber Committee of ECE, 
was convened primarily to facilitate the 
exchange of ideas within an_ industry 
which in less than 20 years has quad- 
rupled its output. Fibreboard produc- 
tion, quite insignificant in the first quar- 
ter of the century, already totals about 
4 m. tons a year, while new factories are 
springing up all over the globe. With the 
rapidly expanding capacity of the particle 
board industry to swell the total, world 
production of wood-based _ building 
boards is expected to reach 5 m. tons per 
annum in the near future. 


Under the Charter of the United 
Nations, FAO has the obligation to assist 
the advancement of industrially under- 
developed countries and, with the co- 
operation of member nations, to make 
the experience of modern industry avail- 
able to them. In giving life to this policy, 
FAO has for some years given close 
attention to the manufacture of boards 
derived from wood and other fibrous 
materials, some of which can be procured 
in abundance as_ industrial residues. 
Board manufacture not only provides a 
means of utilising waste products and 
species unsuitable for timber production 
but, in FAO’s view, can make an im- 
portant contribution to the raising of 
living standards in areas deficient in 
natural supplies of building materials. 


Until recently production of fibre 
building boards has been confined largely 
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to the three northern timber-producing 
countries, North America and Britain, 
hut the manufacture of particle board, 
begun at Bremen in 1941, has been more 
widely dispersed. Developments in both 
pranches of the board industry, however, 
are now under way all over Europe, in 
Central and South America and in Asia. 
Behind the recent Geneva consultation 
therefore, lay the aim, not so much of 
fostering the expansion of board produc- 
tion but of ensuring that new ventures 
arise from sound technical and economic 
foundations. 

It was almost inevitable, however, that 
FAO’s intention in summoning this first 
international gathering of board experts 
should have been narrowly construed as 
that of stimulating world production, re- 
gardless of the interests of established 
board-exporting countries like Sweden 
and Finland, which to-day sell something 
like 50 per cent. of their output abroad. 
Before the consultation was held the big 
manufacturers in Scandinavia, and par- 
ticularly the powerful Swedish Wallboard 
Manufacturers’ Association, made it 
clear that they viewed further expansion 
of the industry as a threat to market 
stability. 


Extremely Wide Field 


As the divergence of opinion between 
the northern producers and the FAQO/ 
ECE Secretariat had not been bridged 
when the consultation took place, many 
wallboard authorities who might have 
been expected to play a conspicuous part 
in the proceedings failed to turn up at 
Geneva, and few Scandinavian board 
products figured in the excellent exhibi- 
tion on view in the Palais des Nations 
during the run of the consultation. Pre- 
sumably the Swedes felt it was unwise to 
ignore the conference altogether and 
sought to impress their viewpoint (which 
may be summarised, at the risk of over- 
simplification, as ‘no expansion of pro- 
duction capacity without market guaran- 
tees’) on the delegates by deputing the 
president of the European Federation of 
Fibreboard Manufacturers—FEROPA— 
(Mr. Robert Sheppard) to present their 
case for them. 

In the event, the absence of the big 
Scandinavian producers, however regret- 
table from the standpoint of international 
co-operation, did little to rob the Geneva 
consultation of value and _ significance. 
Discussion, based on over 100 contri- 
buted papers, many of them of real merit, 
was conducted on a high level by people 
who really understood what they were 
talking about. It ranged over an ex- 
tremely wide field—perhaps too wide for 
a two-week programme—and took in 
such subjects as world consumption, pro- 
duction and trade; raw materials; pro- 
cesses and equipment; economics of pro- 
duction and marketing; properties, appli- 
cations and uses of boards; and, finally, 
research and future development in the 
industry. 

The British delegates pulled their 
weight in most of the discussions and 
several of the UK papers submitted, not- 
ably those prepared by FIDOR and the 
Furniture Development Council, pro- 
vided vital background information dur- 
Ing the sessions devoted to the utilisation 


of fibreboards and _ particle boards. 
Several Englishmen, including Mr. C. 
Geoffrey Cullen, Mr. F. C. Lynam and 
Mr. John Sykes (Peak Timbers, Ltd.) 
played an active part in the work of the 
conference drafting committees. 

Much of the consultation programme 
concerned with the economics and tech- 
nics of board manufacture fell outside 
the builder’s range of interest, but 
although the plenary sessions given over 
to board applications and uses were not 
the most lively, they yielded much useful 
information about building trade require- 
ments in various countries. Thus two of 
the United States delegates (MR. WAYNE 
C. Lewis and Mr. HALL) were able to 
explain some of the reasons _ for 
America’s very large consumption of 
insulation board. 


The average American’s contempt for 


permanence and reluctance to live in a 
house more than 40 years old, it would 
appear, give fibreboard and _ particle 
board far wider scope in US construction 
than they enjoy elsewhere. They lend 
themselves to mass-produced, prefabri- 
cated housing, and insulation board in 
particular is taken up in enormous quan- 
tities by householders, reconciled to the 
idea of lining unfinished attic rooms 
themselves. One speaker pointed out that 
in a country where carpenters earned 
3.40 dollars an hour the slogan for many 
people had become ‘ Do it yourself or it 
won't be done at all.’ Reference was 
also made to the extensive use of acous- 
tic tiles and also to the impetus which 
the vogue for dry-wall construction has 
given to consumption of hardboard 
with washable, high-gloss finishes for 
kitchen and bathroom interiors. 

Mr. C. GEOFFREY CULLEN, who pre- 
sented a review of board utilisation in 
Britain, could not match American suc- 
cesses in the sphere of building. He 
could, however, show that the builders 
in Britain are still the best customers of 
the wallboard trade. He explained that 
it was used almost exclusively for in- 
terior applications because the traditions 
of house-building in Britain, the avail- 
ability of stone, bricks and tiles and, of 
course, the climate, all militated against 
its use for exterior work. 

Noise and Heat Losses 

Several speakers wanted to see hard- 
board and even particle board employed 
more widely for concrete shuttering, and 
Mr. F. C. LYNAM, whose company manu- 
factures ‘ Weyroc, was able to tell the 
conference that chipboard coated with 
a phenolic resin film had been tried for 
formwork and had been in use about 20 
times. 

Industrial applications and the part in- 
sulation board has to play in reducing 
noise and heat losses in factories also 
came under discussion at one point. Here 
Mr. Gorpon D. Nasu, ARIBA, of the 
Building Research Station, focused atten- 
tion on the need for fuller knowledge 
about the conditioning of fireboards for 
service. He instanced problems created 
by the growing practice of providing high 
and continuous humidification in cotton 
mills where insulation board is commonly 
used for interiors. This, he said, pre- 
sented serious difficulties because it was 
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unlikely that the humidifiers would be 
installed before the boards were fixed. 
Hardboard was also subjected to ex- 
tremely severe conditions when used as 
a floor covering or underlay in proximity 
to embedded hot water and electric wire 
heating systems producing temperatures 
of 75/80 deg. F. 

In Europe, and especially in Germany, 
particle board is winning many uses in 
the building industry, judging by the 
paper on the subject submitted by Mr. 
H. WILHELM! and also by comments 
voiced on the conference floor by some 
of Germany’s 80 delegates at Geneva. 
Numerous German samples in the board 
exhibition afforded confirmation of this 
development, too. Boards and slabs of 
resin-bonded chips and particles are now 
being made in thicknesses up to 24 in., 
the thicker boards hollowed to improve 
insulation and to provide concealment 
for plumbing and wiring systems. Some 
of the new products appear to be of lower 
densities and therefore of higher insula- 
tion value than chipboards in common 
use in this country. The exhibition also 
revealed prodigious enterprise in the 
direction of board finishes. 

A Special Committee 

Two major achievements are expected 
as a result of the consultation. The first 
of these lies in the direction of organisa- 
tion. It seems probable that a special 
committee will now be set up under the 
wegis of the European Timber Committee 
and will concern itself with research and 
dissemination of technical information. It 
may also assist in extending the market 
for fibreboards and particle boards by 
seeking the removal of use restrictions, 
including those governed by fire risk, 
wherever it can be shown that these are 
indefensible on technical grounds. The 
conference is expected to have further 
issue in the publication of a really autho- 
ritative manual on wood-based boards, 
written with an eye to the needs of the 
industrialist and investor contemplating 
entry into wallboard manufacture. 

For its success the Geneva consultation 
owed much to the enthusiasm of timber 
specialists on the staffs of FAO and ECE 
and most of all perhaps to Dr. Egon 
Glesinger, deputy director of FAO’s 
Forestry Division and director of the 
ECE Timber Division. Dr. Glesinger, an 
experienced publicist and organiser of 
pre-war timber conferences, is the author 
of ‘The Coming Age of Wood,’ a book 
which attracted favourable notice from 
President Roosevelt at a period when Dr. 
Glesinger was active on the editorial staff 
of the American journal Fortune. 


OBITUARY 
W. G. Nixey, FRICS 


WE. REGRET to announce the death on 
February 12, after a short illness, of Mr. 
William George Nixey, FRICS. He was 
in his 61st year. Born, educated and trained 
in Bath, he had practised in that area for 
many years and was well known and 
respected by all. A senior partner in the 
firm of Messrs. Nixey and Jordan, chartered 
quantity surveyors, of Bath, he had also 
established offices in Jersey and Guernsey. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
Welsh Development Projects 
HE Severn Bridge project, which is ex- 
pected to cost about £30m., has been 
included in the Minister of Transport’s 
future programme, and the Government has 
agreed that it should proceed on the basis 
of a toll bridge, agreement about which has 
been reached by the local authorities con- 
cerned. 

This was announced in the House of 
Commons by Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government and 
Minister for Welsh Affairs, during a debate 
on the report of the Council for Wales and 
Monmouthshire on February 11. 

No date for a possible start was men- 
tioned, but Mr. Brooke indicated that if an 
immediate start were authorised it would 
be a long time before Wales got the benefit 
of any road improvements, because the cost 
of the bridge would eat up a large part of 
the share of expenditure which might be 
allotted to Wales. 

The Minister of Transport, he said, was 
going ahead with major road improvement 
schemes. Much preparatory work had been 
done on the Ross Spur plan, estimated to 
cost £6m., to improve communications be- 
tween South Wales and the Midlands, and 
the Minister was expected to announce a 
date for starting the work before the end of 
the year. 

The Rev. LLYWELYN WILLIAMS, who 
opened the debate, said that the Severn 
bridge was No. 1 priority ten years ago, but 
apparently it was being put on the shelf. 
Many Opposition members were opposed to 
the toll system, but he for one had modified 
his attitude because of the realisation that 
the project would remain a pipe dream un- 
less it could be financed by toll charges. 

An urgent, incontrovertible case could be 
made out for the bridge over the Severn on 
the grounds of industrial efficiency and pro- 
duction. The bridge authority was ready to 
go into action, local authorities concerned 
had reached agreement, but the Government 
dashed their hopes to the ground. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, Minister of 
Transport, in an intervention, said that he 
was interested in what Mr. Williams said 
about tolls, and asked if he was speaking 
for all his colleagues. There was a chorus 
of ‘No’ from Opposition members, and Mr. 
Williams said that he was speaking for him- 
self. 

In reply to another question, Mr. Watkin- 
son said that none of the major bridge pro- 
jects could be considered in existing circum- 
stances unless they were paid for by tolls. 


Milford Haven 


Dealing with industrial development, he 
said the proposals for Milford Haven were 
on a massive scale. The Esso Petroleum 
Company had been given an_ industrial 
development certificate for a refinery with 
an annual capacity of 5m. tons of crude oil. 
Land had been acquired for the scheme, 
which was estimated to cost £20m. It would 
take 2} years to complete and 5,000 men 
would be required for the construction 
work. 

The British Petroleum Company had 
announced an intention to build a tanker 
terminal. The Steel Company of Wales and 


. 


Guest Keen and Nettlefolds, Ltd., had 
acquired a site where they might be intend- 
ing development. The Transport Commis- 
sion were carrying out a £700,000 improve- 
ment scheme at Swansea and plans had been 
announced for expenditure of £1,100,000 
for handling cargo at Newport. 

Welsh claims for consideration in the 
development of atomic energy had not been 
overlooked by the Atomic Energy Authority, 
and the Central Electricity Authority would 
give every consideration to possible sites in 
Wales for nuclear power stations. They 
were examining various sites, and would 
give their decisions in due course. 


Industrial Rating Proposals 


HERE was a mixed reception in the 
Commons on February 12 for the 
Government’s announcement that the rating 
of industrial premises was to be doubled. 
Labour members, who had been clamour- 
ing for such an action for a long time, 
wanted the Government to go all the way, 
and considered the ‘half hog’ as a com- 
pletely unworkable animal. 

Conservative members exhibited some im- 
patience that the proposal might have to 
wait another year before it was included in 
legislation, and urged the Minister to in- 
clude it in the Rating and Valuation Bill 
which was considered by the Commons in 
Committee on February 14. Already they 
had expressed some unhappiness about the 
provisions of that Bill, because of the con- 
sequences it might have on rate poundages 
and doubtless felt if this other proposal 
could be included it would counter the 
effects, or perhaps soften the blow. 

Mr. BROOKE resisted both these sugges- 
tions. He said that the Opposition did not 
appreciate the jolt there would be to local 
authority finance if the immediate re-rating 
of industry was effected, and pointed out 
that it would be impossible to make so large 
a change by way of the Rating Bill, have 
time for consultations and take the necessary 
legislation in time for local authorities to 
have a firm basis on which to draw up their 
1957-58 budgets, a task on which they were 
already engaged. 


This plan for industrial derating was part 
of a comprehensive recasting of the financial 
relationship between the central Govern- 
ment and local authorities which has arisen 
from the review of local government finance. 
It is designed to give local authorities greater 
financial independence in determining the 
money to be spent on the various services. 


The Government’s aim is to foster and 
stimulate a vigorous and independent local 
government. There will be a radical revi- 
sion of the structure of Exchequer grants, 
as well as some reduction of the grants to 
take account of the new rate income. With 
few exceptions specific grants will be re- 
placed by a general grant of an amount 
fixed in advance for a short period of years. 


There will be a revision of the system of 
equalisation grants, and the system of high- 
way grants will also be reviewed. The pro- 
posals will be discussed with the local 
authority associations and legislation intro- 
duced ‘as soon as practicable’ after the 
completion of those discussions. The inten- 
tion is that all the changes shall as far as 
practicable come into operation at the same 
time. 
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Investment and Home Ownership 


I ESEARCHES into investment in private 
: industry which the Government has, 
undertaken from returns show, according 
to Mr. NIGEL BircH, Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, speaking in the Commons on 
February 12, that there will be little varia- 
tion either way in the total. 

There would, he said, be some decrease in 
housing, but that would be more than com- 
pensated by increased capital expenditure on 
certain basic services and industries, for ex- 
ample the building of power stations, includ. 
ing the starting of some atomic power Sta- 
tions and the great re-equipment scheme for 
the railways which was just beginning to get 
under way. 

During the debate, which was on an 
Opposition motion of censure on the 
Government’s economic policy, Mr. Henry 
PRICE, a Conservative, put forward a novel 
suggestion to assist people in becoming 
house owners. Complaining that what had 
been happening in the last five years in some 
respects was not the sort of Conservatism 
in which he believed and which he had 
hoped to get from the Government and 
reminding the House that his party believed 
in house ownership, he went on to say that 
one result of the Government’s policy had 
been to make home ownership more 
difficult. 

‘I believe it would be more in keeping 
with Conservative philosophy if instead of 
paying £1,500 to £3,000 in subsidies spread 
over 60 years to enable a man with a reason- 
able income to have the doubtful privilege 
of being a local authority tenant all his life, 
we gave him £250 or ten per cent. of the 
purchase price to enable him to purchase 
the house for himself. That, I believe, is 
the proper approach for a Conservative 
Government.’ 


Effects of Credit Squeeze 

PROPOSAL that Government restric- 

tions on credit should be relaxed in 
Norwich and Norfolk for local authority 
projects, such as public improvements and 
building and slum clearance, because of in- 
creasing unemployment among building 
trade workers in that area arising from the 
postponement of so many building projects 
because of the credit squeeze, was rejected 
by the Government in the Commons on 
February 14. 

Mr. NIGEL BircH, Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, replying to Mr. John Paton, 
said that although unemployment in Nor- 
wich had increased during the last year, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer could not agree 
that it would be right to encourage unres- 
tricted building. 

Mr. PaTON said that special circumstances 
existed in the area. There was no alterna- 
tive employment in Norwich and Norfolk, 
and the great hardships being suffered by 
the people were a direct result of the 
Government’s policy so that there was a 
duty on the Government to relieve that 
hardship. 

According to a written reply by the Minis- 
ter of Labour on the same day there were 
almost twice as many building workers 
registered as wholly unemployed in Nor- 
wich on January 14 this year compared with 
the same time last year. 

The details (with 1956 figures in paren- 
theses), given by Mr. MACLEOD were: brick- 
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layers, 55 (7); carpenters, 30 (5); painters, 
g7 (58); plumbers, 9 (1); building trade 
jabourers, 70 (39); all other occupations, 
including general labourers, 65 (50); total, 
316 (160). 

Suggestions that legislation should be 
introduced to require building societies to 
reduce interest rates to borrowers to corres- 
pond with reductions in Bank rate were also 
rejected by Mr. Birch. 

Mr. DouGLas Jay asked if there was any 
good reason for the high interest rates on 
house ownership, and whether there was not 
a good case for some selectivity in the 
interest rate policy. 

Mr. BircH said that that point had been 
raised, but he doubted whether it was a 
practical matter. What rate the building 
societies lent at depended on what rate they 
could borrow at. 


The Rent Bill 


HE Government’s amendments _ to 
Clause 9 of the Rent Bill were tabled 
just before the Commons rose on February 


18. The main changes made by _ the 
amendments are: 
For 15 months after the Bill becomes 


effective there will be a standstill on the 
rents of the 800,000 houses decontrolled by 
Clause 9, those with a rateable value exceed- 
ing £40 in London and Scotland and £30 
elsewhere. 

During the standstill landlords and 
tenants will be able to reach agreement on 
the future rent. 

Any such agreement is to remain in force 
fora minimum of three years during which 
the rent will be subject to a ceiling to be 
specified in the Bill. 

Safeguards against the imposition of 
premiums by landlords in return for leases 
are to be introduced. 

On the assumption that the Bill becomes 
law at the beginning of June, tenants could 
remain until October, 1958, before their 
present rents are increased with the possi- 
bility of staying in possession until about 
October, 1961, at a higher agreed rent. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Motorway Construction 


Mr. JANNER aSked the Minister of Trans- 
port and Civil Aviation about the first part 
of the London to Yorkshire motorway and 
the second part of this motorway and the 
Preston to Birmingham motorway. 

MR. WATKINSON, replying on February 13, 
said that the scheme establishing the line of 
the first part of the London-Yorkshire 
motorway was made on October 15, 1956, 
and the necessary order dealing with altera- 
tions to side roads and means of access was 
now being published. Land acquisition for 
this section had been authorised, and, pro- 
vided objections could be satisfactorily 
dealt with, the first contract for construc- 
tional works should be let by the end of the 
year. He was considering the proposed line 
of these motorways with the Minister of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 

MR. JANNER asked the Minister whether, 
as a comprehensive solution to the urban 
traffic problems must include new roads, and 
the greatest benefits were likely to come 
from building such roads as urban motor- 


ways, he would reconsider his recent deci- 
sion that the Government were not con- 
vinced that the high cost of such motorways 
was justified. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that no final decision 
had been taken in this matter, and the re- 
view of the national highway system which 
was being undertaken would include an ex- 
amination of the need for, and the possi- 
bilities of, urban motorways. 


Workers’ Houses, Mauritius 


Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, how much of the 
Mauritius Labour Welfare Fund had been 
allocated for the building of sugar estate 
houses for the workers; how many houses 
would be built in these estate camps; and 
what were their rents. 

Mr. LENNOX-Boyb, in a written reply on 
February 13, stated that £337,500 had been 
allocated for loans to sugar estates to assist 
in their housing schemes, including the con- 
struction of a model village. It was not yet 
possible to say how many houses would be 
built in the various estates. No rents were 
payable for any of the estate houses. A 
sum of £225,000 had also been allocated for 
housing loans to individual workers in the 
sugar industry and £213,652 for construc- 
tion of houses under the control of the fund 
committee. 


Ringway Airport Improvements 

AiR COMMODCRE Harvey asked _ the 
Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, 
what plans were in hand to improve the 
amenities for passengers at Ringway Airport. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, replying on 
February 13, said—Plans are being prepared 
by the Manchester city architect for a new 
terminal building with modern facilities for 
passengers and friends to take the place of 
the existing temporary buildings. I under- 
stand that the City Counci! will shortly 
present the plans for my approval in accord- 
ance with my agreement with them. 

He added in another reply that he under- 
stood the corporation hoped that the build- 
ings would be completed in 1959. 


Timber Import Restrictions 

Mr. PaGe asked the President of the 
Board of Trade what action he proposed to 
take in view of the complaints that the 
recommendation of the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Practices Commission in the 
report on the supply of imported timber had 
not been complied with by those concerned. 

Mr. DEREK WALKER-SMITH, Minister of 
State, Board of Trade, in a written reply on 
February 14, stated: In their report, the 
commission included a recommendation 
that the agreements and undertakings by 
traders on the approved lists to deal only 
with each other should be abrogated and 
should not be replaced by any other 
arrangements or undertakings having 
similar effects. The President of the Board 
of Trade is about to make a reference under 
Section 12 of the Monopolies and Restrictive 
Practices (Inquiry and Control) Act, 1948, to 
ask the Monopolies Commission to investi- 
gate and report whether and to what extent 
the parties have complied with this recom- 
mendation. 
“*» A report of action taken by the Board of 
Trade is on page 380.—Eb. 
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HAMPSTEAD CIVIC 
CENTRE 
Direct Appointment of Architect 
to be Made 


THE PLANNING COMMITTEE of the Hamp- 
stead Borough Council has had _ undet 
consideration the manner in which the 
planning of the proposed Civic Centre at 
Swiss Cottage should proceed, and recently 
appointed a sub-committee which inspected 
various civic buildings and obtained informa- 
tion as to the ways in which the architects 
were appointed. 

In a report to the Council, the Committee 
now states: ‘The buildings which appeared 
most satisfactory, and were represented as 
such, were not those resulting from public 
competition; indeed the conclusion was quite 
the reverse. This may be attributable to the 
absence of inclination on the part of 
established and experienced architects « to 
expend the time and labour necessary ta 
produce plans for a public competition with- 
out guarantee of their acceptance and to the 
difficulties encountered by architects of less 
experience in carrying through major pro- 
jects. Further objections to public (and 
also limited) competitions are the expense 
involved and the removal from the promoter 
of the choice of scheme except with financi- 
ally onerous compensation to an architect 
whose scheme is preferred by the assessor 
but is discarded by the promoter. 

‘Our conclusion therefore is that the 
Council’s interests would be best served by 
selecting one architect from a list of. say. 
four, which list should be drawn up from 
architects with extensive and appropriate 
experience whose work should be inspected 
before a final selection is made. In such 
case the architect could be given an indica- 
tion of the type of building the Council had 
in mind and could consult the Council and 
its officers as points emerged during prepara- 
tion of the plans. This is particularly 
valuable in our view. .. .” 

The Committee recommends that the 
Council should directly appoint an architect 
for the Civic Centre scheme and should not 
proceed by way of architectural competition. 
and that the Planning Committee should be 
authorised to obtain suggested names from 
the President of the RIBA, and to recom- 
mend to the Council the name of an architect 
to be appointed. 

CITY AND GUILDS AWARDS 

Certificates Presented 

Tue first presentation of Certificates of 
Merit by the City and Guilds of London 
Art School to students and past students 
took place at Goldsmiths’ Hall, Cheapside. 
on February 18. F 

Mr. Cyril Butterwick, Prime Warden of 
the Goldsmiths’ Company, presented the 
certificates given for works of art in wood- 
carving, sculpture, drawing, painting, en- 
graving and lettering. An exhibition of the 
work of past students was opened by Mr. 
Butterwick after the presentations. Certifi- 
cates were awarded as follows: R. Banks, 
B. Batchelor, Miss Margaret Franklin, Miss 
Ann Le Bas, R. Middleton, F. Portelli, A. 
Durham Rayner, E. Read, J. Scaife, E. 
Schultz, C. Shields, Miss A. Trotman, M. 
Tyrrell, J. D. Williams, Miss J. Woollard 
and H. Dent. 
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* Safety Precautions—or the Lack of Them’ 
THE OPERATIVE’S POINT OF VIEW 


PAPER~on ‘The Operative’s Point 

of View on Safety Precautions—or 
the Lack of Them’ was given by Mr. J. 
Roots, AUBTW, at a meeting of the 
London Building and Engineering Con- 
tractors Accident Prevention Group, 
held recently at the Safety Centre, 
Horseferry-road, SW1. In the course of 
his address, Mr. Roots said: 

I am advised to avoid politics—in the 
narrow sense, yes. But like most things 
the politics of safety are influenced by 
cost. The long-sighted onlooker is 
always able to demonstrate the national 
loss—where accidents are concerned; 
but the short-sighted employer (and 
maybe the untutored operative) play 
little part in reducing that loss. Workers 
are all too familiar with a type of em- 
ployer who is ever vigilant in cutting his 
expenses on such things as welfare, wet- 
time and the guaranteed week; so that 
the role of a conscientious safety officer 
must indeed be a hard one. 

Some resistance on our part is due, J] 
think, to lack of appreciation of the hard 
logic of accident rates, analyses of 
causes, and so on. This is not un- 
expected on the operatives’ side, whose 
knowledge is measured by their day-to- 
day experience and whoce approach to 
their job is a very practical one—allow- 
ing for no special emphasis on the risks 
attendant to their job. On the em- 
ployers’ side, this attitude is not so ex- 
pected, because they are in a position of 
receiving (and, we hope, absorbing) all 
the latest scientific information on build- 
ing. They have the knowledge, the re- 
sponsibility, and the initiative—if they 
care to use it—to raise the safety con- 
sciousness of ali operatives on their sites. 

On matters of welfare and safety, it is 
perhaps too often the case that the com- 
plex machinery of a firm swallows up 
any good intentions it may have in this 
respect long before an operative receives 
an order from a foreman. 

Apart from an LCC site, I have never 
yet worked on a contract where there 
was a resident safety officer—unless he 
was doubling another job—general fore- 
man, etc., and have only worked on one 
contract where there was a known safety 
officer—and he paid periodic visits and 
his only contact appeared to be with the 
scaffolder foreman. I have yet to work 
on a job where the bricklayer foreman 
‘vets’ the scaffold before sending 
labourers to load it out, or bricklayers 
to work on it. 


A Fair Standard 


You can say: ‘What have we done 
about it?’ The answer is very little. 
We have come to treat the observance 
of the regulations with some cynicism; 
relying on our organisation to correct 
any gross violations as we meet them. 
It is only fair to state that, in general, 
the standard of safety practice, as brick- 
layers experience it, is fairly good, 
although we have a feeling that, at 
earlier stages of the job, it is perhaps 
not so good. Of course, when we watch 


the iron-fighters at work, without lad- 
ders, boards, nets or belts, we marvel 
and imagine we have strayed into a 
circus. Meaning no disrespect to these 
boys, who do a tremendous job, very 
cheaply, and at great risk to themselves. 

Of course, you can’t stick to the book 
all the time. The job comes first, and 
it has to be an economic one. There 
are circumstances on a job for which 
you cannot legislate, and it is part of a 
building worker's training to ‘get over 
it. But to this reasonable attitude of 
the operative there has been added the 
pressure of incentive schemes, which 
tend to make the operative get on with 
it—rather than wait for it to be put 
right. Such occasions could usually be 
avoided by more detailed planning, and 
there is evidence of some improvement 
in this direction, but more needs to be 
done. 


The Key Man 


An added complication these days, 
where scaffolding is concerned, is that 
there may not be a scaffolder on the job. 
Being almost entirely sub-contracted, 
they have their own pressures and incen- 
tives and are no longer attendant upon 
trades in the old way, but work much 
more as independent mechanics, with 
little control by the general foreman. 

A general foreman is, of course, the 
key man (provided he has not degener- 
ated into an office schedule checker) who 
can impress his style of work on the 
whole job. But in order to carry out 
an effective policy on welfare and safety, 
it is essential that the men have their 
voice in a trade union organisation. 
Without this they may well be reluctant 
to co-operate in a positive way. I do 
not know whether an analysis of acci- 
dents has been made on the basis of 
trade union or non-trade union jobs— 
but it might be revealing. | Causes of 
accidents are, of course, many and com- 
plex; but one of the main constituents 
very often is fatigue of the operative. | 
only want to draw your attention to the 
fact that one of the new factors making 
for fatigue is the great increase in noise 
on the average big job; certainly at the 
peak stage of the job, when there is a 
heavy concentration of Jabour and 
machines. 


I have read of the excellent steps you 
have taken with regard to the appren- 
tices. They are afforded some _ protec- 
tion on the site by their close association 
with the adult tradesmen. But surely 
the greatest source of danger—arising 
from inexperience—is provided by the 
new labourer entrant to the trade. 
They are coming in, all the time—many 
straight out of the 19th century into the 
20th. A little lad, within hours of start- 
ing, popped his head out into the hoist 
shaft and was hit by the descending plat- 
form. Hoist gates, warning notices and 
a little friendly advice were all absent. 
Of course, this need for guidance and 
coaching affects production as well as 
safety. 
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You can go to job after job and nobody 
in authority has troubled to explain {) 
the inexperienced the safe way of stack. 
ing bricks on a scaffold so that no bricks 
are placed on edge parallel with the rp 
of the boards—tor the bricklayer 
knock down below. The odd brick fajj 
—and misses. The odder brick faljs— 
and maims. Then we go to the Preg 
and read of an attempt to ridicule oper. 
tives because of their disinclination to 
wear steel helmets. Responsible people 
have plenty to occupy them and such 
matters may be deemed trivial. But the 
backwardness of the industry at site leve| 
lies in its conscious disregard of detailed 
organisation. 

We do still get ‘hard cases’ who dis. 
play a callous attitude to the safety of 
workers. I worked with one recently— 
one of the ‘old school’ who, when ac. 
cepting the idea of a rota for * Cutting 
away, said: ‘In a few months, boy, 
you'll be glad to put half a quid in me 
palm to do it... When told abou 
upturned nails on shuttering constantly 
left lying about, he said he'd done 
his part and put notices up—‘ now it was 
up to the men.’ (The men were working 
for a sub-contractor.) He watched—and 
his foreman ‘ bel-horsed "—labourers to 
load 140 bricks in a barrow to be sent 
up two at a time—13 floors. When a 
complaint was lodged that it was dan- 
gerous taking them off, he said, ‘I don't 
tell "em to do it, boy.’ 

A common source of danger—which 
could be reduced by better planning— 
arises from the concentration of trades 
which takes place on a modern job. 
There is probably never a day-to-day 
check as to where this gang is working 
or what section this trade is on. 

Discussion 

A member asked whether an opera- 
tive should be sacked if he broke the 
regulations where there had been agree- 
ment between the steward and the safety 
Officer. It was suggested that if the 
worker was given responsibility for 
safety he must know clearly what he was 
responsible for. Another member asked 
how we could get at the operative. 

Mr. Roots said: ‘We cannot get at 
the operative unless the trade unions 
help, but the general foreman must also 
do more than merely pay lip service to 
safety. Some jobs encourage the worker 
to take a pride in being tough. There 
must be some independent authority.’ 

The suggestion was made that men are 
naturally reluctant to ‘stick out their 
necks,’ that sometimes they do not know 
their rights, that they are likely to be 
victimised, and that the safety officers are 
often merely ‘ museum pieces.’ 

A member said that men will persist 
in riding on hoists, and that bonus 
schemes encourage them to break the 
regulations. 

Mr. Roots said that where the job was 
100 per cent. unionised, the firm must 
still not give up its authority; it must see 
that employees comply with the building 
regulations. 

In answer to the charge from a mem- 
ber that firms were hypocritical, and 
hence Group meetings valueless, another 
member pointed out that HM Chief 
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Inspector's report had said that some 
rogress had been made, particularly in 
scaffolding, no doubt partly through the 
’5 activities. 

oT ese union member said that he 
had gained a lot from the Group and 
that the trade unions had a responsi- 
bility, too. 

Another trade union member said that 
a safety officer on the site was vital. 

It was suggested that the Group’s acti- 
vities stimulated the safety officer. An 
urgent problem was how to get at the 
operatives. Safety officers should lec- 
ture at trade union branches. We must 
remember that lack of safety precautions 
could become a focal point for other 
complaints. us 

Mr. Roots said that the main influence 
on the men was the general foreman and 
the trade union. The safety officer must 
get at the men through the general fore- 
man. 

A factory inspector said that we 
should consider having purely safety 
committees at various levels, including 
the site. He drew attention to a short 
training course on safety for builders’ 
foremen in Birmingham. Could London 
not follow? 


REDUCING ACCIDENTS 
IN THE INDUSTRY 
Employers’ New Campaign 


y R. LEONARD WALDEN, president, 
NFBTE, speaking at a meeting of the 
Council of the London Master Builders’ 
Association on February 14, gave details of 
the National Federation’s new campaign 
to reduce the accident rate in the industry. 

‘We enter 1957 faced with many prob- 
lems,’ he said, ‘including those arising from 
the credit squeeze and the shortage of petrol 
and fuel oils. I feel strongly, however, and 
I speak both as president of the Federation 
and as chairman of its Building Regulations 
and Welfare Committee, that we must give 
first priority to the waging of an all-out 
campaign aimed at reducing the number of 
accidents in our industry. 

‘Accident prevention is a matter largely 
within our own control and I hope that 
never again will it be possible for the Chief 
Factory Inspector, in his annual report, to 
be able to say—as he has said with consider- 
able justification—that in this matter of 
danger to life and limb the building industry 
as a whole is not facing up to its respon- 
sibilities. 

‘The National Federation will shortly be 
issuing further guidance to its Regional 
Safety Committees, but in the meantime I 
commend to them the example set by the 
LMBA in arranging to hold at the beginning 
of May a conference on accident prevention, 
which will be open to all London building 
firms. 

‘We must convince all our members,’ Mr. 
Walden continued, ‘that a reduction in the 
number of accidents depends, to a large ex- 
tent, upon the degree to which each of them, 
Tecognising that he has a moral as well as 
a legal responsibility, is willing to accept 
Personal responsibility for taking the initia- 
tive and is prepared to devote as much atten- 
tion to making each job safe as to any other 
aspect of its organisation.’ 


LAW REPORT 


Claim for Work on Building 
Scheme 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE BARRY 


Wm, Lacey (Hounslow), Ltd., v. 
A. B. Davis, Ltd. 


UDGMENT for £250 13s. 5d. with costs 
was entered by Mr. Justice Barry in 
the Queen’s Bench Division on February 15, 
for William Lacey (Hounslow), Ltd., build- 
ing contractors, of Hospital-road, Staines- 
road, Hounslow, Middlesex, in an action 
they brought against A. B. Davis, Ltd., of 
Strand, London, WC, claiming payment for 
work done at defendants’ request in prepara- 
tion for a rebuilding scheme. Defendants 
denied liability. 

Mr. JusTICE BARRY, giving judgment, said 
the claim arose out of reconstruction of war 
damaged premises at 47 Vanston-place, Ful- 
ham, which Mr. Davis bought with the bene- 
fit of a cost of work claim from the War 
Damage Commission. Mr. Davis was dead 
and his personal representatives were now 
defendants. A firm of surveyors were em- 
ployed by defendants to organise and 
supervise the work of reconstruction. 

Plaintiffs’ case was that during protracted 
negotiations a concluded and enforceable 
contract was drawn up under which it was 
agreed they would reconstruct the premises 
for £7,250. Later, Mr. Davis refused to 
allow them to do the work and plaintiffs 
claimed loss of profit at 10 per cent, as 
damages for breach of contract, or alter- 
natively for remuneration for work done in 
connection with the scheme. Defendants 
denied there was a contract between them 
and plaintiff, and denied the claim for work 
done 

His Lorpsuip held that a binding contract 
was never concluded. Dealing with the 
claim for work done, he said it was clear 
that Mr. Davis never intended to carry out 
plans upon which plaintiffs’ first tender in 
1951 was based. Plaintiffs were led to 
believe that they would be chosen as con- 
tractors for the scheme and were asked to 
calculate steel and timber requirements, 
make revised estimates and _ specifications 
and provide other information. By using 
these plaintiffs succeeded in negotiating an 
increased permissible grant from the War 
Damage Commission in April, 1952. 

His Lordship was satisfied these services 
were outside a builder’s normal work when 
invited to tender. It was plain that defen- 
dants invited plaintiffs to do these extra ser- 
vices for which they were entitled to be 
paid. A proper sum would be £250 13s. Sd. 

Mr. Justice Barry added that it was sug- 
gested by counsel that if he found for plain- 
tiff he would be granting a new charter to 
builders for which no authority could be 
found. ‘As to the lack of authority it must 
be borne in mind that until a comparatively 
short time ago builders’ estimates were use- 
ful to ascertain the price of a building,’ he 
said. 

‘When licences are required for a variety 
of purposes and when. war damage claims 
are required to be settled this is no longer 
the case. The old-fashioned purpose of an 
estimate may become an almost subsidiary 
one, and builders might be called upon to 
perform services and provide information 
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unconnected with the submission of a tender. 
I find it difficult to see how any injustice 
will result if building owners, who obtain 
the benefit of these services upon an under- 
standing that a contract will be given, 
should have to pay for them if the contract 
is later withheld.’ 


BIRMINGHAM HOUSING 
SCHEME REFUSED 
Lands Tribunal Decision 


BIRMINGHAM Corporation has lost its 
bid to build semi-detached houses on 
sites reserved for detached houses, each with 
a quarter of an acre of land. The corpora- 
tion wanted to build four pairs of semi- 
detached houses in Bournbrook-road and 30 
semi-detached and terraced houses in Ser- 
pentine-road, Selly Park. The application 
for a modification of restrictions on the land 
was refused with costs by the Lands 
Tribunal, on February 8, in London. 

The application had been opposed by 203 
property owners on the Selly Hall and Selly 
Hill estates. Giving the tribunal’s decision, 
Mr. ERSKINE SIMES, QC, said that, while the 
Corporation had satisfied him that no one 
was entitled to the benefits of the covenants 
who could be injured by a breach of them, 
the question was whether in the exercise of 
the discretion given to him in such a case 
he should grant the application. 

“I am clearly of the opinion,’ he said, 
‘that the proposed development will 
seriously injure the remainder of the estate, 
and this is in my view a material factor in 
exercising my decision. If the view I have 
formed is correct, the corporation can 
safely carry out their proposals whether the 
covenant is modified or not: but if I am not 
correct and I modify the covenant, persons 
who would be entitled to enforce the cove- 
nant will be deprived of the right to re- 
strain a serious injury to their property. In 
these circumstances I am satisfied that I 
should not grant this application.’ 


SYNTHETIC DETERGENTS 
AMC Committee’s Proposals 


A PROPOSAL that the Government should 
take powers at once so that it can exercise 
immediate control over the composition of 
synthetic detergents in the event of any 
deterioration in the present position has 
been made by the health committee of the 
Association of Municipal Corporations. 

In a memorandum to Mr. Henry Brooke, 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, the committee also suggests that there 
should be an inquiry into whether detergents 
containing surface active materials which 
respond to biological oxidisation would 
prove satisfactory for washing purposes. 

The committee says it appears that if an 
effective detergent of such composition 
could be produced, many of the present 
difficulties would be removed. 

These suggestions follow the appointment 
by the Minister of a standing technical com- 
mittee to keep under review the difficulties 
arising in sewage works, rivers and water 
supply as a result of the use of synthetic 
detergents. 

The committee also has the job of co- 
ordinating research into ways of overcoming 
these difficulties. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Employment Figures, December 


DROP of 42,000 in the number of 
workers employed in the building and 
contracting industry is shown in the Decem- 
ber figures issued by the Ministry of Labour 
.and National Service. The number was 
1,491,000 compared with 1,533,000 at the end 
of November, while at the same time last 
year it was 1,472,000—a figure which was 
24.000 down on the previous month. 
Unemployment in the building industry 
in Western Germany is at present about 
700,000—300,000 more than the average of 
the past few winters, according to the Bonn 
correspondent of The Times. Partly season- 
al, the figure is enhanced by the Govern- 
ment’s curb on spending. 


Lord Mayor, Birmingham 


Alderman John J. Grogan, MBE, presi- 
dent of the National Association of Opera- 
tive Plasterers, is to retire from this office, 
which he has held for 10 years, to accept 
an invitation by Birmingham City Council 
to become the next Lord Mayor of that city. 
Alderman Grogan, who is 65, will be elected 
at the annual meeting of the City Council 
in May. 


Dorset Plan Approval 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved, with modifica- 
tions, the development plan for the County 
of Dorset. 


Research Digest 

Digest No. 95, prepared by the Building 
Research Station, Garston, Watford, and 
issued by HMSO, price 3d., contains answers 
to queries on such subjects as flaking of 
plaster finishing coats, staining of natural 
stone, decaying tile battens, alkali attack 
on floor screeds, damp-proof courses in 


parapet walls and the cleaning of natural 
stone buildings. 


CEA Conference Proceedings 


The proceedings of the conference on 
‘Oil Firing of Industrial and Commercial 
Boiler Plants,’ held at the Berkeley Hall, 
St. Andrew’s Halls, Glasgow, in November, 
1956, are now available from The Com- 
bustion Engineering Association, 6 Duke- 
street, St. James’s, London, SW1, price 5s. 


Eastern Federation Booklets 


The Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers have issued two booklets, 
one a directory and year book for 1957, 
embodying a list of members, local associa- 

_tions and secretaries, the other a schedule 
of charges and hire rates for dayworks. 
These can be obtained from Federation 
Headquarters, 95 Tenison-road, Cambridge. 

These schedules of charges and hire-rates 
for dayworks—originally prepared and 
issued by the Southern Counties Federa- 
tion—are now published jointly by the 
Southern Counties Federation, the LMBA, 
and the Eastern Federation, 


Small Builders’ Course 


The first week-end course in the Eastern 
Federation’s training programme specially 
designed for smaller firms was held at Pend- 
ley Manor, Tring, from Fabruary 1-3. The 
subjects were personnel management, work 
study, contract management and the RIBA 


Standard Form of Contract and Plant 
Economics. The great interest shown in 
the lectures and discussions demonstrated 
the desirability and value of such courses. 
A similar course is planned for Clacton next 
November. On the same week-end another 
of the highly successful General Foremen’s 
Courses was held at Wansfell College, They- 
don Bois. Both had a complement of 30, 
the number best suited to the training 
methods employed. 


Humber Bridge Conference 


A conference of local authorities to dis- 
cuss the position of the Humber Bridge pro- 
ject is being called by the Hull parliamen- 
tary and general purposes committee, who 
decided on this course at a meeting on 
February 15 after receiving a letter from 
the Ministry of Transport and Civil Avia- 
tion to the effect that the Minister would 
be unable to support any steps taken to 
further the project. 


Smokeless Fuel Campaign 


The Medical Officer of Health for Liver- 
pool, Professor A. B. Semple, says that the 
increase of deaths from cancer of the lung 
indicate, among other measures, the need 
for greater progress in the control of at- 
mospheric pollution. The city centre 
already has one area where smokeless fuel 
only may be burned, and the Health 
Department has under review the extension 
of this policy in its campaign for abolishing 
atmospheric pollution. 


Office-bearers Elected 

At the annual meeting of the Institute 
of Building Estimators, London branch, the 
following members were elected to office: 
D. R. Mudd, chairman; W. J. Gaylon, vice- 
chairman; N. C. V. Jones, hon. regional 
secretary; R. C. G. New, hon. regional 
treasurer. 

A popular annual event, the ‘ Chairman’s 
Evening,’ was held at the Bedford Corner 
Hotel on January 16, at which many mem- 
bers of the branch and their friends attended. 
Following an excellent dinner, speeches were 
made dealing with the work of an estimator, 
from the point of view of a lawyer, a valuer, 
a quantity surveyor and a contractor. 


New Association Formed 

The formation is announced of The Pitch 
Fibre Pipe Association of Great Britain. 
The PFPA aims to promote and extend the 
use of British pitch fibre pipes in this coun- 
try and overseas, and to make known their 
special characteristics and qualities, uses and 
techniques of installation. It will take steps 
to ensure that the industry’s products con- 
form to the highest possible standards of 
quality, and will encourage standardisation 
in such matters as pipe sizes, jointing 
methods, ancillary tools and testing pro- 
cedures. 

The fixing or control of prices is specific- 
ally excluded from the objects of the 
Association, nor will it engage in any labour 
matters. 

At the inaugural meeting on January 21, 
Mr. J. E. Ordish was elected chairman; Mr. 
D. Kirkness vice-chairman. Mr. C. J 
Thorne, OBE, was appointed secretary and 
treasurer. 

Full membership is open to those engaged 
in the manufacture or processing of: pitch 
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fibre pipes in the UK. Provision is also 
made for the future creation of associate 
membership for those who, although not 
qualified for full membership, have an 
interest in the activities of the PFPA. 
Inquiries concerning the association to the 
secretary; Mr. C. J. Thorne, OBE, 27 Chan- 
cery-lane; WC2 (tel. Chancery 6001). 


MONMOUTHSHIRE 
HOUSING SCHEME 


Alleged Overpayment to Builders 


A HEREFORD BUILDING firm were overpaid 
by £31,000 for 150 prefabricated houses 
they agreed to build, it has just been 
revealed. Tredegar (Monmouthshire) Coun- 
cil overpaid them, and the overpayment 
caused considerable discussion at the Coun- 
cil’s meeting on February 12. The houses 
were built at a contract price of £244,840. 
Work was begun on them in 1948, but the 
company went into liquidation in October. 
1956. 

The council had before them the report 
of Mr. O. Barraclough, a district auditor, 
on a seven-year audit he carried out on the 
affairs of the council, from April, 1949, to 
March, 1956. 

Dealing with the auditor’s comments on 
Mr. W. Edgar Jones, at that time surveyor 
to the council, and Mr. Gwyn Evans, then 
a technical officer of the council, CLLR. 
HuGH WILLIAMS said that the auditor had 
concluded that Mr. Jones lacked the tech 
nical knowledge and skill in dealing with 
the affair, but both officers had acted 
honestly and in good faith. ‘Indeed,’ said 
Mr. Williams, ‘Mr. Jones had asked for an 
independent quantity surveyor to be called 
in, but his request had been refused.’ Pres- 
sure had been brought to bear on the sur- 
veyor, added Councillor Williams. Mr. 
W. M. Clarke, then chairman of the finance 
committee, had agreed that he might have 
said that if the surveyor did not give a final 
certificate he was not doing his job, and 
ought to be dismissed. 

“It was a fantastic situation that Mr. 
Clarke should threaten him with dismissal 
because he was not issuing the certificate.’ 
said Mr. Williams, adding, ‘ Surely it would 
be better not to issue a certificate in such 
circumstances?’ He went on to allege that 
there was no record in the Council minutes 
or elsewhere of £10,000 which had been 
handed over to the contractors after they 
were already £40,000 over their tender. 

CLLR. E. Jones, chairman, indicated that 
the Welsh Office might grant loan sanction 
for the £31,000 overpayment, and it was 
decided to make application to them. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Rates of Interest on Loans to 
Local Authorities 


THe Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have informed local authori- 
ties that the Treasury have directed that 
the following rates of interest shall apply 
to all loans advanced to local authorities, as 
defined in Section 10 of the Local Authori- 
ties Loans Act, 1945, from the Local Loans 
Fund as from February 16:—Loans for not 
more than five years, 54 per cent.; loans for 
more than five years, 5+ per cent. 
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SINDALL FLOORS 


THE COMPOSITE CONCRETE 
FLOOR 


MONOLITHIC CONSTRUCTION 
OPENINGS EASILY PROVIDED 

TAKES ANY FLOOR FINISH 

SPEEDY CONSTRUCTION 
ADAPTABLE TO IRREGULAR SHAPES 


ACCOMMODATES WIDE RANGE OF 
SUPERIMPOSED LOADS 
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SINDALL CONCRETE PRODUCTS 


GLOUCESTER STREET 


CAMBRIDGE 
Telephone: Cambridge 56925/6/7 
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without shuttering or centering ae / 
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Se / Uy factories strategically placed for 


thermal and acoustic values quick service throughout the 


country, Eagle Beams are avail- 
able at very competitive prices in 
most areas. 
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MARLEY CORNICE UNIT, designed to com- 
bine with Marley Eagle Beams makes 
attractive and well finished flat roofs 
and provides inbuilt gutters of large 
* capacity. 


For your convenience we suggest you 
cut out this form, pin it to your letterhead 
and post in an unsealed envelope (2d. 
stamp) to any of the four branches listed 
below. 











REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
Please ;——] I attach my letterhead. 
a | Please send me full literature 
tick } on Marley Eagle Beams. 


where ‘Ka @| Please arrange for a Techni- 
. | cal Representative to call at 
required | nd | my convenience. 


, MARLEY CONCRETE LTD., Dept. EC.2 
EA GLE BEA MS PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD, SURREY - Guildford 62986 
$. OCKENDON, NR. ROMFORD, ESSEX - S. Ockendon 2201 


sNR. - Shurdi 334/5 
for sus pen AY: Ml atel-l cme lil: maChdmacl: la WATERLOO, POOLE, DORSET = Broadstone 626 
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ALLEGED THEFT OF 
BUILDING MATERIALS 


Agent and Workmen Acquitted at 
London Sessions 


FTER two labourers had been acquitted 
£% of stealing bags of cement and other 
articles belonging to their employers, they 
were each granted £10 10s. costs at the 
London Sessions by the Chairman, Mr. 
A. W. Cockburn, QC. 

They were Reginald Hailstone (35), of 6 
Edisbury House, Sydenham, and Henry 
Frederick King (45), of 11 Lewes House, 
Peckham Park-road, Peckham. 

Both pleaded not guilty to stealing 21 
bags of cement and other builder’s material 
belonging to their employers, Messrs. Wilson 
Lovatt and Son, Ltd., from a building site 
at Trinity Estate, Dragoon-road, Deptford. 

With them in the dock were two othe 
men who were also acquitted when the jury 
stopped the case after hearing the evidence. 

They were James Albert Rann (33), 
charge-hand bricklayer, of 11 Legge-street, 
Lewisham, and John Sandford Burch (45), 
builder’s agent. of 31 Old = Mill road, 
Plumstead. 

Rann pleaded not guilty to receiving 2,000 
bricks, the property of a person known, 
knowing them to be stolen, and _ stealing 
and receiving the 21 bags of cement and 
other articles. He also pleaded not guilty 
to receiving five cubic yards of ballast, the 
property of Poultneys (Granite, Sand and 
Ballast) Co., Ltd., knowing them to be 
stolen. Burch pleaded not guilty to stealing 
the 21 bags of cement and other articles and 
causing five cubic yards of ballast to be 
delivered to 15 Oakmere-road, Abbey Wood. 
by false pretences with intent to defraud. 

Goods Taken From Site 

Mr. PAUL WRIGHTSON, prosecuting coun- 
sel, said that all four accused were employed 
by Wilson Lovatt and Son, Ltd.. in June 
last when large biocks of flats and houses 
were being erected in Deptford. Huge 
quantities of materials were delivered by 
various sub-contractors on the site and 
Burch was the site agent in complete charge 
of the site. Rann was a leading bricklayer 
and the other two men were ordinary 
labourers. Rann was building a garage in 
Oakmere-road, Abbey Wood, and for this 
he wanted materials, and it was suggested 
for the prosecution that he endeavoured to 
get the materials off the site at Deptford 
without paying for them. With this purpose 
in mind, the prosecution alleged that all 
the men were ‘in the fiddle.’ 

On June 9, Rann asked Burch if he could 
have 2,000 bricks, some sand and cement, 
and Burch wrote out a chit which authorised 
him to take materials off the site. Shortly 
afterwards Burch had a telephone conversa- 
tion with the contracts supervisor of the 
firm at head office and told him what he 
had done. The contracts supervisor told 
him it was not the policy of the firm to 
sell materials to employees and he was not 
to do it. A week later, however, the goods 
Were in fact taken from the site and at no 
lime did Burch tell Rann that the chit was 
bad. For some reason they were unable 
to get bricks from the site, and on June 13, 
Rann saw a man named Walden and asked 
him if he could get some. The next day 


2,000 bricks were delivered at the garage 
at Abbey Wood and it later transpired that 
Walden stole them from a site at Bow. 

On June 15, Burch telephoned the trans- 
port manager of Messrs. Poultneys, who 
supplied Messrs. Wilson Lovatt, and asked 
them to deliver materials to the garage at 
Abbey Wood. At 12.40 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 16, some 40 minutes after workmen 
had left the site for the day, a number of 
police officers were keeping observation and 
saw Rann, Hailstone and King still on the 
Deptford site. A lorry was backed in and 
door frames, sand, cement, wheelbarrows, 
shovels, etc., were loaded on. The lorry 
was stopped by the police when it reached 
the gates. Hailstone and King were with 
the driver and, when questioned, they pro- 
duced the chit given to Rann on June 9. 
They said they were going to deliver it 
for Rann at Abbey Wood, but the chit 
produced did not specify the materials to 
be taken and was in very general and elastic 
terms. The lorry driver, named Emms, was 
employed by a firm of sub-contractors who 
had received permission from his employers 
to do the transport job. 


* Carrying Out Orders’ 

They were taken to the police station, and 
later Rann was seen and said he was doing 
a private job at Abbey Wood, and Hailstone 
and King were helping him. He said that 
he had permission from Burch to take what 
he liked from the site. Counsel said that 
Rann apparently regarded the chit as 
authority to take an unlimited quantity of 
materials from the site and, Rann added to 
the police, ‘I was going to give Burch a 
list of what I took, and Burch said he would 
arrange payment through the firm.’ Regard- 
ing the bricks, Rann said that he met a man 
on the site who said he could get some 
bricks and he paid him £10 and did not 
know where they came from. 

Burch was later seen by the police and 
he agreed he signed the chit and gave it 
to Rann. He added that. apart from the 
sand and cement, nothing else should have 
been on the lorry. 

At the close of the case for the prosecu- 
tion. counsel on behalf of King and Hail- 
stone submitted they were only carrying out 
orders, and on the direction of the Chair- 
man the jury acquitted them. 


RANN in evidence said he had authority - 


to take the sand and cement. The shovels 
and wheelbarrows were also put on the lorry 
so that he could use them, but they would 
have been returned before work started on 
Monday on the Deptford site, otherwise the 
workmen could not have carried on. He 
had intended to give Burch a full list of 
articles he had and pay for them. He 
agreed he took the door frame and window 
frame without permission, but he would 
have paid for them. Permission would have 
been given, he was sure, and if not he would 
have returned them before they had been 
used on the garage. The only person he 
could go to on the building site was Burch, 
and he denied it was a ‘ put-up job’ between 
himself and Burch. 

BuRCH, giving evidence, said he had been 
site agent for the firm for over two years 
at a salary of £1,100 a year, plus £150 for 
expenses and a bonus of £50 a year. He 
was responsible for 70 direct employees and 
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60 sub-contractors, and the contract on the 
site was for half a million pounds. When 
he handed the chit over to Rann he had 
no doubt he had authority to do so. Later 
he had a phone conversation and the con- 
tracts manager said it was not the policy 
of the firm to let materials go to a man 
who was not on the staff. He failed to see 
how a man who had gone from contract to 
contract for eight years was not on the 
staff. The quantities required by Rann were 
minute compared with the huge amount he 
had to deal with, and to his knowledge 
materials had been moved from the site 
before and paid for. He did not expect to 
gain a penny out of the transaction, but 
Rann would be able to take advantage of 
the lower price paid by his employers in 
bulk buying. The contracts manager had 
no authority over him, but was merely 
liaison between the sites and head office. He 
typed out the chit himself and he was a 
* one-finger expert’ on the typewriter, which 
accounted for the fact that it was not dated 
or specific. 

When the jury intimated they wanted to 
hear no more, the CHAIRMAN said: ‘I agree 
with your verdict.’ 


Mr. JOHN Davis, counsel for Hailstone 
and King, then applied for costs. Through 
various causes it had taken seven and a half 
months to bring the men to trial, and they 
were labourers of excellent character. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in the circum- 
stances of the case he felt justified in award- 
ing costs to Hailstone and King. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. E. A. StraKER, ARIBA and Mr. R. E. 
Rosser, ARIBA, have been appointed by H. 
Newsum, Sons, & Co., Ltd., 238, High-street, 
Lincoln, as staff architects in charge of the ex- 
tended technical service facilities now available 
for * Trofdek * roofing and ‘ Wall-Pak ’ timber 
curtain walling. Mr. Straker will be available 
for advice in the initial design and planning 
‘stages of projects, and Mr. Rosser for the im- 
plementation of working drawings. 


Norris Warming (Holdings), Ltd., announce 
the following appointments to their various 
subsidiary companies. Mr. B. W. R. HicKMmotTrT, 
manager of their Newcastle branch and director 
of Norris Warming (Canada), Ltd., has been 
appointed to the board of the company. Mr. 
R. A. GARDNER, manager of G. Dawson and 
Sons, Ltd., has been appointed to the board 
of that company. The following have been 
appointed to the board of F. A. Norris and 
Co. Ltd.: Mr. N. Atpcrort, Mr. C. S. 
ARCHER and Mr. N. S. HUNTER. 


Chaseside Engineering Co., Ltd., have ap- 
pointed Mr. R. S. Fenton, MSMA, home sales 
manager for the United Kingdom. 


Mr. T. J. MOSESSON, managing director of 
the Tomo group of companies, left this country 
on February 8 on a business tour of the USA 
and Canada. During his tour he will visit the 
Stramit Plant in Alberta. 


Mr. H. W. Row, export manager of Sealo- 
crete Products, Ltd., left this country on Febru- 
ary 17 on a sales promotion tour of Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanganyika, Northern and Southern 
Rhodesia and South Africa. 

Mr. E. G. WILLIAMS, director of Brades and 
Nash Tyzack Industries, Ltd., has recently been 
appointed to the position of director of sales 
(African Continent). 


Brades Nash Tyzack (Sales), Ltd., announce 
the appointment of Mr. O. BURGESS, as 
district manager for Scotland. 


Mr. FRANK BANFIELD, managing. director of 
the Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., is leaving on 
February 28 on a comprehensive tour of the 
West Indies in pursuance of the company’s 
vigorous export promotion policy. 
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NEW COMPANIES 

THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 

D. A. Aucott, Ltd. (573674.) Regd. Nov. 1. 
New-rd. (Taberners’ Bridge), Atherstone, 
Warwicks. To take over bus. of bldrs. and 
contrs. carried on as ‘D. A. Aucott.’ Nom, 
cap.: £6,000. Permt. Dir.: W. Aucott. 

T. H. Eastick (Contractors), Ltd. (573713.) 
Regd. Nov. 1. Fountain-pl., Boston, Lincs. 
Bldrs, Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: C. D. Allison. 

Gibson Warneford Ltd. (573799.) Regd. Nov. 
2. 14, Huntington-pl., Tynemouth, Cumberland. 
Bldrs, Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: A. E. Gibson. 

H. A. Norton, Ltd. (573776.) Regd. Nov. 2. 
16, Gordon-av., Pitsea, Essex. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: H. A. Norton. 

H.E.B. Builders, Ltd. (573777.) Regd. Nov. 2. 
10, Chalk-hill, Watford, Herts. To take over 
bus. carried on as ‘H.E.B. Builders.” Nom, 
cap.: £5,000. Permt. Dir.: R. A. Eley. 

E. H. Greenfield & Sons, Ltd. (573631.) Regd. 


Oct. 31. 49, Leigh-rd., Worthing. Bldrs. and 
ne a Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: E. H. Green- 
fie 


Lenton Construction, Ltd. (573660.) Regd. 


Oct. 31. Newstead House, 1, Yorke-st., Huck- 
nall, Notts. Bldrs, Nom. cap.: £300. Dir.: 
W. Atkin. 


H. R. Wenborn, Ltd. (573511.) Regd. Oct. 
29. 80a, Coleman-st., EC2. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: 
£100. Dir.: H. R. Wenborn. 

South-East Essex Building Co., Ltd. (573520.) 
Regd. Oct. 29. 91, Hamlet Court-rd., Westcliff- 
on-Sea. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: F. Axford. 

M. K. Welch & Co., Ltd. (573535.) Regd. 
Oct. 29. 11a, Southgate-st., Winchester, Hants. 
ge — cap.: £100. Dir.: M. K. Welch. 

Cooper (Bristol), Ltd. (576730.) Regd. 
bear ‘8. yrt High Holborn, WC1. To carry on 
bus. of plant hire contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000 in £1 shares. Dir.: W. A. Cooper. 

C. Deaves, Ltd. (576676.) Regd. Jan. 7, 1957. 
Hamlet Works, Bures, nr. Colchester, Essex. To 
take over bus. of bldrs. and contrs. carried on 
at Bures, under same name. Nom. cap.: £3,000 
in £1 shares. Dir.: B. C. Deaves. 

Griffiths Green Lands, Ltd. (576682.) Regd. 
Jan. 7. Cartwright-st., Wolverhampton. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: L. V. McLean. 

Hastings Construction Co., Ltd. (576683.) 
Regd. Jan. 7. 36, Westminster Palace-gdns., 
SWI. Bldg. and civil engineering contrs. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: H. T. Shearing. 

C. Elliott & Son, Ltd. (576740.) Regd. Jan. 
8. 60, Bredgar-rd., N19. To take over bus. of 
bldrs. and decorators carried on by company of 
same name. Nom. cap.: £1,800. Dir.: C. S 
Elliott. 

WK (Builders), Ltd. (576769.) Regd. Jan. 8. 
85, London Wall, EC2. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
J. D. Eccles. 

W. H. Collins (Builders), Handsworth, Ltd. 
a Regd. Jan. 8. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir. : 

H. Collins, 8, Charles-rd., Handsworth, 
cauanienn 

Griggs (Contractors), Ltd. (576804.) Regd. 
Jan. 9. Hinton- bldgs., Hinton-rd., Bournemouth. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1 000. Dir.: F. E. Griggs. 

HCS Building Contractors, Ltd. (576808.) 
Regd. Jan. 9. Conway-chmbrs., 130, Lordship- 
la., SE2Z2Z.- Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir, H. C. 
Sperring. 

Joseph Sharp & Co. (Haxby), Ltd. (576861.) 
Regd. Jan. 10. Westfield, Haxby, York. To take 
over bus. of a bldr. and contr. carried on at 
Haxby by company of same name. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dir.: J. Sharp. 

T. W. Howard & Son, Ltd. (576914.) Regd. 
Jan. 11. 55a, High-st., Ruislip. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir. T. W. Howard. 

A. Underwood, Ltd. (577009.) Regd. Jan. 
15. York-rd., Wollaston, Northants. Bldrs and 
contrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: A. G. 
Underwood. 

William & James (Kensington), Ltd. ee 
Regd. Jan. 14. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub. 
Mrs. C. L. Lloyd-Martin, 12, Whyteleafe-rd., 
Caterham-on-the-Hill, Surrey. 

A. G. Truss & Son, Ltd. (577195.) Reg. Jan. 
18. 47, Essex-rd., Watford. Herts. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £500. Dir.: A. G. Truss. 


Geo. A. Moore & Co., Ltd. (577171.) Regd. 
Jan. 7. Hollings-st. Works, Cottingley, Yorks. 


Bidrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: G. A. Moore. 
Wrayfield Construction Co., Ltd. (577167.) 
Regd. Jan. 17. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: 


H. V. Sharp, 24, Clifton-dr., 
St. Annes. 

H. Michie, Ltd. (577021.). 
Miles-cl., Villiers-ave., Surbiton. 
etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: 

W. Hadden Bros., 


Fairhaven, Lytham 


Regd. Jan. 15. 
Bldrs., contrs., 
H. C. Michie. 

Ltd. (577191.) Regd. Jan. 


17. Bldrs., contrs. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: 
iS... Hadden, 99, Coast-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 


G. Rowe and Son (Newcastle), Ltd. (577143). 
Regd. Jan. 17. London-rd., Newcastle-under- 
Lyme, Staffs. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: 
G. Dale, 25, Abbey-st., Silversale, Newcastle- 
under-Lyme. 

H. Bullen, Ltd. (577082). 
Westminster Bank-chmbrs., Station-rd., Harrow, 
Mddx. Bldrs. and contrs., at 2, Headstone-par., 
Harrow. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: H. Bullen. 

H.C. Mashford and Co., Ltd. (577122.) Regd. 
Jan. 16. Cambridge-st., Cleethorpes. Bldrs. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: J. Westwood. 

C. G. Daniels and Sons, Ltd. (577068). Regd. 
Jan. 16. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,500. Dir.: C. G. 
Daniels, 116, Oakley-rd., Luton. 

Dee Construction, Ltd. (577514.) Regd. Jan. 
24. 1, Rumford-st., Liverpool, 2. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. H. Hilton. 

Watley-Paul (Holdings), Ltd. (577440.) Regd. 
Jan. 23. 34-35 Norfolk-st., WC2. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Sub.: E. G. Fisher. 

B. Ridout & Son, Ltd. (577443.) Regd. Jan. 
23. 8, Brecknock-rd., N7. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: 
£4,000. Dir.: A. W. Ridout. 

Brown & West, Ltd. (577399). Regd. Jan. 23. 
15, Gt. Western-rd., Paddington, W9. Bldrs. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: C. E. Brown. 

Bryan Ruddock & Sons, Ltd. (577,400.) Regd. 
Jan. 23. Woodview, 15, The Meadway, Cuffley, 
Herts. Public works and bldg. contrs. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: B. Ruddock. 


H. S. Waterfield, Ltd. (577411.) Regd. Jan. 
23. Eureka-lodge, Swadlincote, Burton-on-Trent. 


Regd. Jan. 16. 


Hert Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: H. S. Water- 
ield. 

H. S. Hoddinott & Co., Ltd. (577412.) Regd. 
Jan. 23. Forene, Underhill-rd., Moulesford, 
Berks. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: V. L. 
Yorke. 

Linecham Bros. (Uxbridge), Ltd. (577413.) 
Reg. Jan. 23. 84, Bollo-la., Chiswick, W4. 
Bidrs., contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 


T. W. P. Linehan. 


F. Mitchener & Co., Ltd. (577384.) Regd. 
Jan. 22. 37, Parchmere-rd., Thornton Heath, 
Surrey. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: Mrs. 
J. Andrews. 

Eaton House (Coventry), Ltd. (577314.) Regd. 
Jan. 22. 21, Eaton-rd., Coventry. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: B. Craddock. 


C. & G. Enterprises Ltd. (577320.) Regd. Jan. 
22. 21, Eaton-rd., Coventry. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: 
- £100. Dir.: B. Craddock. 


Hilson Developments, Ltd. (577325.) Regd. 
Jan. 22, 64, Thornton-rd., Thornton Health, 


Surrey. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: S. A. 
Mason. 
L. A. Ive, Ltd. (577336.) Regd. Jan. 22. San- 


asa, Bury-st., Ruislip, Mddx. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: 
£3,000. Dir.: R. E. Reason. 

Baines (Northern Ireland), Ltd. (577306.) 
Regd. Jan. 22. Pea Foot, Calgaith, Camber- 
_. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir.: C. J. 
aines. 


Diver & Sons (Isleham), Ltd. (577312.) Regd. 


Jan. 22. Oakwood-hse., Mill-st., Isleham, 
Cambs. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £15,000. Dir.: E. 
W. H. Diver. 


Short & Son (Curdridge), Ltd. (577292.) Regd. 
Jan. 21. High Trees, The Plantation, Curdridge, 
Southampton. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Bldrs. and 
contrs. Dir.: W. L. J. Short. 


Cranborne Joinery Works Ltd. (577298.) 
Regd. Jan. 21. 68, Victoria-st., SW1. Mnfrs. of 
portable bldgs. Nom. cap.: £1 ,000. Dir.: B. L. 
High, 19, Camlet-way, Hadley Wood, Herts. 


F. & S. Wade, Ltd. (577233.) Regd. Jan. 18. 
76, Victoria-st., SW1. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£500. Dir.: F. S. Wade. 
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G. S. Carey & Sons, Ltd. 


(57724 
Jan. 18. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £5,000. De. eae. 
Carey, Shaftesbury, Clevedon-rd, Nailsea, Som. 


Shorefield Builders, Ltd. (577226.) 
18. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: R. pred. Jan, 


horefie!d-rd., Downton, Baer ” Hane’ 


WAR DEPARTMENT WORKS 
Revised Schedule of Prices 


REVISED adjustment percentages to trade 
sections of the War Department’s Schedule 
of Prices for Works Services (1948), applic- 
able to War Department term contracts 
(other than term contracts for painting and 
decorating services) and effective as from 
February 4, 1957, have been issued and are 
as follows :. — 




















Section Trade Percentage 
addition 
1 Excavator des ee 141 
2 Concretor aoa aks 115 
3 Bricklayer une ay 108 
4 Asphalter ... wish se 60 
5 Drainlayer sis me 90 
6 Mason ose : 105 
7 Pavior and Roadmaker 63 
8 Roofer... 90 
9 Asbestos Cement Goods _ 84 
10 Carpenter and Joiner... 93 
11 Ironmonger ay ve 78 
12 Ironfounder, Smith and 
Structural Engineer ... 126 
13 Gasfitter 102 
14 Plasterer, Floor and Wall. 
‘auer : 101 
15 Plumber ... Sa ee 102 
16 Electrician ee ies 80 
17 Glazier... od 95 
18 Painter and Decorator sf 104 
19 Hutting ... wal 61 





REFERENCE TO MONOPOLIES 
COMMISSION 


Imported Timber 


THE Board of Trade announce that on 
February 14 they made a reference under 
Section 12 of the Monopolies and Resirictive 
Practices (Inquiry and Control) Act, 1948, 
asking the Monopolies Commission to in- 
vestigate and report whether and to what 
extent the parties concerned have complied 
with the recommendation of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Commission in 
their report on imported timber. This 
recommendation was that the agreements 
and undertakings by traders on Approved 
Lists to deal only with each other should 
be abrogated and should not be replaced 
by any other arrangements or undertakings 
having similar effects. 

The Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 
Commission’s report on the supply of im- 
ported timber was signed on July 23, 1953, 
and published on October 27 of that year. 

Although there have been a number of 
complaints that the Commission’s recom- 
mendation has not been carried out, the 
making of this reference does not imply 
any judgment by the Board of Trade on the 
question. 


COMPANY NEWS 


The George Cohen 600 Group, Ltd.—An 
interim dividend of 34 per cent. actual, less tax, 
will be paid on the £2,500,000 ordinary stock 
on March 31. The half-yearly dividend due on 
the same date on the £1,500,000 44 per cent. 
cumulative preference stock will be paid at the 
rate of 44 per cent. per annum, less tax. 

Blundell, Spence & Co., Ltd. recommend @ 
final dividend of 10 per cent., less tax, making 
15 per cent. for the year ended October a 
1956, on the ordinary stock, payable on Marc 
28. 
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THE EMPLOYMENT OF CONTRACTORS’ PLANT 
ON CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION WORK 


A Paper at the Institution of Civil Engineers 


The many problems concerned in the provision and employment of the 
most suitable plant in the highly competitive civil engineering construc- 
tion industry were ‘onsidered in @ paper given by Messrs. R. H. 
McGibbon and J. H. Brass, MICE, at a meeting of the Works Construc- 
tion Division of the Institution of Civil Engineers, held in London on 
February 12. Following are extracts from the address : 


[HE civil engineering construction 
industry is highly competitive in the 
United Kingdom and probably more so 
on overseas work where there is foreign 
opposition; therefore considerations 
determining the use of plant may well be 
decisive in the tendering stage or in the 
profitable execution of the work. 


The provision of the most suitable 
plant and its correct employment during 
the work presents many problems, which 
seldom fall wholly within the province 
either of the civil engineer responsible for 
the works or of the mechanical engineer 
responsible for the plant. 

Such problems can be solved, usually 
by compromise, but it is essential that 
all the relevant factors should be known 
and the views of all concerned must be 
carefully considered, for many people and 
interests, perhaps conflicting, are affected. 

Close and friendly Naison between the 
construction and plant staffs enables this 
information to. be obtained, considered, 
and finally applied in such a way as to 
ensure the best results. 

The term ‘ contractors’ plant’ includes 
all plant used on construction work, and 
a wide variety is available to the con- 
tractor. It can be classified very broadly 
according to its purpose, as excavating 
plant; concreting plant; mechanical 
handling equipment; compressed-air 
plant; piling equipment; pumps; road 
construction plant, and transpert. 


Selection of Plant 


It is a tribute to the initiative of con- 
tractors and the flexibility of the trade 
that so great a variety of plant should be 
available for construction work, and it 
might be thought that a contractor who 
has built up his plant holding to include 
examples of most, if not all, available 
types of plant, would have little difficulty 
in making from it a selection of machines 
for any particular job. 

In practice, however, simple issues may 
be eonfused by the very fact that so many 
alternatives are available, and that, in the 
tendering stage, important factors which 
would influence the selection of plant 
may be unknown. 

When preparing a tender for new work 
an estimator must of necessity decide the 
method he proposes should be adopted 
and the plant which will be employed, 
and whilst it is possible to price out in 
detail each alternative method, the time 
available for the preparation of a tender 
seldom allows this to be done. 

The field of selection may be fortui- 
tously narrowed by the non-availability 
of some items of plant, and in the post- 
War period it was not possible to count on 
the purchase of new plant for a particular 


job, in view of the extended delivery posi- 
tion in the trade. However, this situation 
is now greatly improved and the field of 
selection is considerably increased by the 
development of new equipment and of 
variations of that already established. 


There is a natural tendency to use 
established methods since actual costs on 
previous jobs can be secured from records 
—possibly the identical equipment used 
is still in the contractor’s possession. 
However, in a highly competitive industry 
it is essential to consider the effect of 
current innovations, and_ estimating 
engineers are entitled to expect that their 
plant department will keep them informed 
on any new development and be able to 
provide them with performance data and 
costs. 


An active and well-informed plant 
department can materially assist in the 
selection of plant appropriate to the 
work in ‘prospect. In particular, it should 
be so equipped as to be able to provide 
site layout drawings for any activity in- 
volving mechanical handling, detail draw- 
ings for erection purposes, and cost 
estimates for the mechanical work. How- 
ever, it is essential for the civil engineer 
to provide all possible information on 
output required, local considerations, etc., 
to enable this to be done. For example, 
geographical location may involve large 
capacity in storage bins, or with concret- 
ing plant, the whole shift output may be 
required over a period of three or four 
hours. In fact, the design and layout of 
plant for mixing and distributing concrete 
gives great opportunity to the plant 
engineer to contribute to the efficiency 
and economy of civil engineering work, 
in view of the widespread use of this 
material. 

The selection of plant therefore results 
in a compromise between what is known 
to be good and what might be better, the 
desirability of using available equipment 
and the undesirability of using obsolete 
equipment, and the personal preference 
of the civil engineer and the advice of the 
plant department. The size or capacity of 
the plant selected will generally be deter- 
mined by the extent of the work and the 
time involved. 

However extensive a contractor’s plant 
holding, instances arise where he is unable 
to provide the equipment he requires 
from his own resources. This difficulty is 
resolved by resorting to outside hiring, 
and concerns engaged. in this activity 
perform an indispensable function in the 
industry. Since outside hire in most cate- 
gories of plant in general use can be 
effected at short notice, the contractor is 
able to keep his own holding at an econo- 
mic level. 
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It is customary within the industry that 
a machine operator performs routine 
maintenance on his machine, namely :: 
lubrication, oil changes, minor adjust- 
ments and running repairs, and cleaning 
down. It is very important that super- 
visory staff on jobs should ensure that 
operators use the time for which they are 
paid to carry out these tasks. 


In addition to routine maintenance 
within the competence of the operator, 
there will be the need to deal with minor 
breakdowns which he is unable to 
remedy. Contracts with Jarge plant hold- 
ings will be equipped to deal with these, 
but small jobs which do not justify 
permanent fitting staff call for special 
measures to ensure that such breakdowns 
have prompt attention. Consequently, it 
is necessary to maintain mobile fitters 
based on a depot and provide them with 
light transport fitted for emergency repair 
work. 

Organised inspection of plant on con- 
tract sites helps to ensure that pliant is 
efficiently operated and maintained and 
enables a central plant department to 
keep in close touch with all machines out 
at work. Regular inspection can also fre- 
quently detect incipient breakdowns; this 
enables remedial action to be taken with- 
out loss of time. 


Storage and Repair 


It is desirable that an area within the 
depot be set apart for storage of non- 
mechanical plant and materials, and be 
provided with its own handling facilities 
and an independent traffic circuit. If 
possible, this area should be adjacent to 
the entrance so that traffic using the area 
does not conflict with other internal depot 
traffic. It is found that movements of this 
equipment constitute the greatest propor- 
tion of traffic using the depot. 

Since the area likely to be covered by 
a contractor’s plant in storage may often 
amount to several acres, some compro- 
mise on the cover provided must obvi- 
ously be reached. Having provided 
essential covered storage for electrical 
equipment, and similar plant particularly 
sensitive to weather, a study of records 
can supply an average for the amount of 
plant likely to require storage, and a study 
of individual characteristics will indicate 
the possibility of economical weather- 
proofing for open storage. 

However, it can readily be shown that 
covered storage to the greatest possible 
degree is an attractive economic proposi- 
tion. 

Repair shop facilities should be de- 
signed to match the contractor’s plant 
holding, but many variable factors must 
be considered in order to arrive at the 
optimum proportions of the workshop. 

An average annual incidence of repair 
in any category can be found from 
records and this average may be used as 
a basis for workshop design, but it is 
essential that the design and layout should 
allow for the greatest possible flexibility 
in Operation. 

Actual incidence of repairs to any 
particular category of plant at any given 
time, however, will depend on trends. 
within the industry in general and the 
variety and scope of the works which the 
contractor is willing to undertake. The 








382 


Mezzanine floor Storage 
for slow-moving parts 





General stores 


ms Electrica’ 
workshop 





SHOP VARIATION SCHEME PROVIDING 


GENERAL EXPANSION SCHEME 


Extension - stage 1 


Fig. 1\—Workshop building layout 


rresults of tendering may involve the con- 
tractor in a few jobs of long duration, 
many jobs of short duration, or both. 
“Contracts of long duration may hold 
plant out of circulation beyond its normal 
overhaul period, since these. jobs build 
‘up a plant maintenance section capable 
‘of anything but a complete overhaul to 
ithe heaviest equipment. A succession of 
sshort contracts leads to a heavy and con- 
\4umwous demand on repair facilities in the 
depot, plant being continually in and out. 

In some cases, it is possible to transfer 
plant direct from one contract to another 
without involving the repair depot in the 
movement. This is in theory an attractive 
proposition. 

In many cases the equipment is in 
perfectly good order to continue working 
on another job, whereas a repair-shop 
inspection would indicate that some repair 
‘was necessary. However, difficulties arise 
over the degree of mechanical wear 
permissible for this operation, and in the 
exercise of care and maintenance when 
left on a job out of service. It is generally 
‘considered most satisfactory to pull the 
‘machines in when finished on contracts. 
‘There is at least no doubt where the 
tesponsibility lies for issuing the machine 
iin good working order. 

A layout in a two-bay building of 
veconomical design is shown in Fig. 1, 
which also illustrates variations in layout 
‘which may be made to accommodate 
wariation in demand. 

The general services—stores, machine 
“shop, and engine-overhaul shep—are of 


EXTENSION TO HEAVY REPAIR SHOP 
“~~ 





sufficient size for estimated 
maximum demand, but all 
other workshop areas can be 
relatively varied as required, 
and a_= general expansion 
made by buiiding on without 
affecting the general princi- 
ple of the layout. 

In the workshop areas 
overhead cranes should be 
provided and in the heavy 
workshop a crane of 20-ton 
capacity is desirable. Floor- 
controlled cranes requiring 
no permanent driver may be 
employed, but in the layout 
illustrated it is advisable to 
provide at least one cage- 
controlled crane for inter- 
department use. 

To exercise proper control 
over the administration of a 
large plant holding, a good 
deal of statistical informa- 

| tion is required, and a well- 
equipped plant department 
should keep records from 
which this information can 
be supplied. 

A plant department is 
essentially a service depart- 
ment, and it-is not in busi- 
ness to make profits on its 
own account. In fact, un- 
less the department hires its 
plant out, it has no source of 
original income. Neverthe- 
less, the cost of administra- 
tion and repairs must be 
met, and it is very desirable 
to take out a balance sheet 
in which these costs can be 
shown against the value of the plant to 
the contracts. 

The authors believe that there is no 
unanimity of opinion as to the way this 
should be done, but it is considered that 
the most practical method is the imposi- 
tion of a hire rate. The hire rate should 
be calculated so that the whole of the 
costs associated with the ownership and 
operation of plant should be recovered, 
and should allow separately for deprecia- 
tion, repair costs, and administration. 


Depreciation Charges 


The computation of depreciation 
charges is, of course, a financial exercise 
having no apparent connection with 
engineering, but for the purpose of arriv- 
ing at a figure for a hire rate, the esti- 
mated life of the equipment may be taken 
as a basis. For a weekly hire rate, it may 
be assumed that the equipment will be 
employable for 40 weeks in a year. 

Repair costs will include site repairs, 
and any repairs carried out in the repair 
depot. Site repairs include any parts re- 
placed due to fair wear-and-tear, and the 
cost of fitting such parts, but not routine 
maintenance, or consumable stores, for 
these are a legitimate charge to the con- 
tract. Depot repairs should bear the on- 
cost of maintaining the depot. 

Administration charges comprise the 
cost of maintaining the central plant 
department. 

To simplify the calculations of the hire 
rate, it is possible to relate all charges to 
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the original capital cost of the equ; 
quipme 

and to express these charges oy vi 

centages of this cost. 


Future Development 


Few industries offer more opportuni. 
ties for the application of original ideas 
in the uses of mechanical equipment, or 
are more receptiye to labour-saving 
innovations, than the civil engineering 
construction industry, and it may be 
instructive to look ahead towards prob. 
able future practice in the employment of 
plant. 


The introduction of atomic power in 
its initial stages will probably make no 
great impact upon the industry except in 
the increased use of electrical prime. 
movers, due to a greater availability of 
electricity supply and possibly official 
encouragement to use it. The portable 
nature of contractors’ plant would not 
seem to offer much opportunity for the 
introduction of independent _prime- 
movers powered with fissile material. 


However, development in _ nuclear 
physics may well lead to advancement in 
materials technology and great improve- 
ments may be anticipated in the materials 
available to machinery manufacturers. 
These researches may also lead to 
developments in the field of dry lubrica- 
tion and may ultimately produce non- 
wearing or self-adjusting machinery re- 
quiring no lubrication. 

Automation is known in the industry 
and automatic transfer techniques are 
applied in the preparation of materials, 
particularly to the production of con- 
crete, but it is difficult to foresee any 
widespread application of this practice 
since repetition is not a notable feature of 
civil engineering work. However, the 
electronic computer may well find its 
way into contract-site offices, calculat- 
ing costs and supplying similar statistical 
information. 

In engineering and foundation work 
there has been steady development 
towards heavier and more _ powerful 
equipment, and this will probably con- 
tinue, subject to the capacity of the road 
system. In particular, in piled foundation 
work, piles of such length and weight as 
to use the full capacity of available equip- 
ment are common, and this may encour- 
age the development of heavier piling and 
handling equipment. Alternatively, the 
now well established bored-pile systems 
may frequently supersede driven piles. 

Construction work associated with the 
building of the proposed nuclear power 
stations involves the use of heavy lifting 
gear, and, although the equipment will be 
produced primarily for this work, it is 
probable that its existence will ‘ generate’ 
further uses when its original purpose has 
been served. Thus derrick cranes or tower 
derricks of capacities of 25 tons afd up- 
wards may become common items of 
plant. There seems little possibility in the 
United Kingdom of earth-moving con- 
struction work on such a scale as to justify 
development of any equipment larger 
than that at present available. 

In building work the necessity for 
speed in post-war building constructions 
has encouraged the introduction of 4 
variety of light labour-saving plant and 
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wered hand tools. Materials handling 
has been improved by the use of light 
tower cranes and conveyor systems. While 

ace continues we may anticipate build- 
ing to go higher and the ‘climbing’ 
tower crane will probably develop in 
sympathy. It may well grow another jib 
to speed up the work by providing both 
sides of a building with crane service. 

However, this presupposes that plant 
of substantially the same character as at 
present will continue to be used for the 
same purposes. There seems no reason to 
suppose that this will not be so, except 
that we might consider a reported pre- 
diction that it will be possible at some 
future date to transmit physical sub- 
stances by means of radio transmissions, 
In this event, the subject would be 
dematerialised at a transmitter and 
rematerialised at a receiver. Live human 
beings were mentioned as the subject for 
this exercise, and if this is to be possible, 
then engineering materials would be easy 
by comparison. Thus weuld all transport 
and handling problems be solved, except 
that wet concrete so transmitted might 
suffer by segregation. 


TEMPORARY HOUSES 


Sales to Local Authorities 


(TEMPORARY houses, of which 124,000 

were provided in England and Wales 
in the early post-war years, are being offered 
by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government to the local authorities con- 
cerned at £150 each. At present local 
authorities make an annual payment to the 
Government for the houses. 

The Ministry, in a new circular (No. 
9/57), says that though they may vary in 
quality, the houses generally are still in good 
condition and should remain on their present 
sites unless there is good reason for remov- 
ing them. With reasonable care and atten- 
tion most of them can continue to provide 
very useful accommodation for a good many 
years, particularly for small families, and 
for old people wanting a small and easily 
tun place where they can look after them- 
selves, 

Local authorities are also invited to buy 
temporary houses which become redundant 
and have to be removed from their present 
sites, and the Ministry of Works will offer 
them at prices based on current contracts. 

Before temporary houses are re-erected, 
whether by private persons or by housing 
authorities, planning permission will be 
required. The circular says that applications 
for permission must, of course, be examined 
by the local planning authorities on their 
Merits, but, provided that care is taken in 
grouping and layout, it is anticipated that 
many sites could be found where there need 
be no objection to the houses. 








Architects’ List Issued 


This year’s edition of the ‘Selective List 
of Practising Architects’ has just been issued 
by the British Data Service, 22 Montalt-road, 
Woodford Green, Essex. Only architects 
known to be ‘in active and substantial 
practice ’ are included in the list, which con- 
tains details of architects in government 
departments, county, city and borough 
departments, and staff architects to com- 
panies, etc. 


MowW WINTER LECTURES 


Programme for March 


MPPHE March programme of Ministry of 
Works lectures on subjects of interest 
to the building industry is as follows :— 


Norwich.—Mar. 4: ‘ Negotiated Contracts,’ 
by C. M. Nott, ARICS, Principal Quantity 
Surveyor, Hertfordshire County Council, at 
Assembly House, Theatre-st. 7.30 p.m. 


Carlisle-——Mar. 5: *‘ When We Build,’ by A. 
Lumb, ARIBA, Deputy County Architect, Cum- 
berland County Council, at Carlisle Technical 
College. 7 p.m. 


Chesham.—Mar. 5: ‘ Concrete Placing and 
Formwork, by A. B. Harman, AMICE, George 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., at Chesham Technical 
School, Whitehill. 7 p.m. 


Ewell.—Mar. 5: “Soil Mechanics in the 
Building Industry,’ by M. W. Leonard, BSc 
(Eng.), AMICE, of Soil Mechanics, Ltd., at 
re County Technical College, .Reigate-rd. 


Gloucester.—Mar. 5: ‘Modern Paints and 
Painting Practice,’ by W. M. Jackson, Leyland 
Paint and Varnish Co., at Gloucester Technical 
College, Brunswick-rd. 7 p.m. 


Bedford.—Mar. 6: ‘Structural Use of Tim- 
ber,’ by D. H. Moss, AMIStruct.E, Timber 
Development Association, at the Shire Hall. 
7.30 p.m. 


Guildford —Mank& 6: ‘* Powered Hand Tools,’ 
by A. B. Coare, ABICC, at Guildford Techni- 
cal College, Stoke Park. 7 p.m 


Scunthorpe.—Mar. 6: ‘ Safety in the Building 
Industry,” by J. A. Hayward, Superintending 
Safety Officer, John Laing & Son, Ltd., at the 
Technical College, Kingsway. 7.15 p.m. 


Sheffield.—Mar. 6: ‘ Problems of Plastering 
and Rendering,’ by L. A. Ragsdale, Building 
Research Technician, George Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., at the College of Technology, Building 
Department, Warren-st., Salmon Pastures. 
7.15 p.m. 


Lower Sydenham.—Mar. 6: ‘ Nuclear Energy 
and Some Associated Problems,’ by W. L. Day, 
OBE, AMJIStructE, Nuclear Project Engineer, 
W. S. Atkins & Partners, Consulting Engineers, 
at the SE London Technical College, Worsley 
Bridge-rd, SE26. 7.15 p.m. 


Wolverhampton.—Mar. 6: ‘Some Factors 
Influencing the Performance of Woodworking 
Machinery,’ by H. J. Endersby, Forest Products 
Research Laboratory, at Wolverhampton and 
——— Technical College, Wulfruna-st. 
.15 p.m. 


W orkington.—Mar. 7: ‘ When We Build,” by 
A. Lumb, MBE, ARIBA, Deputy County 
Architect, Cumberland County Council, at 
Workington Technical College. 7 p.m. 


Manchester.—Mar. 7: ‘ The Building Team,’ 
by G. Grenfell Baines, ARIBA, AMTPI, at the 
Gas Board’s Showroom, Town Hall Extension, 
Albert-sq. 7.15 p.m. 


Mexborough.—Mar. 7: ‘Sound Practice in 
the Use of Wood in Building,’ by J. Jowett, 
Timber Development Association, at Schofield 
Technical College, Park-rd. 7.15 p.m. 


Lower Sydenham.—Mar. 11: ‘ Thermo- 
plastic Tiling,’ by J. C. Parkins, MSc, of Marley 
Tile Co., Ltd., at the SE London Technical 
College, Worsley Bridge-rd, SE26. 7 p.m. 


Birmingham.—Mar. 12: ‘ Sound Insulation,’ 
by J. A. Godfrey, ARIBA, Building Research 
Station, Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, at the MoW Building, Ashley-st. 
7.15 p.m. 


Colchester.—Mar. 12: ‘Thermal Insulation 
of Buildings,’ by N. Foster, of the Structural 
Insulation Association panel of lecturers, at 
Helena School, Sheepen-rd. 7.30 p.m. 


Rotherham.—Mar. 12: ‘ Seasoning and Pre- 
servation of Timber,’ by B. W. Eades, AIWSc, 
ACIS, Timber Consultant, at the College of 
Technology, Howard-st. 7.15 p.m. 


Boston.—Mar. 13: ‘Woodworms in Timber 
Yards and Buildings,’ by J. D. Bletchly, BA, 
Forest Products Research Laboratory, at the 
Assembly Rooms, Market-pl. 7.15 p.m. 
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_ Huddersfield—Mar. 13: * Safety in the Build- 
ing Industry,’ by J. A. Hayward, Superintend- 
ing Safety Officer, John Laing & Son, Ltd., at 
the Technical College, Queen-st. S. 7 p.m. 


Reading.—Mar. 13: ‘ Defects in Brickwork,’ 
by L. W. Baldwin, Building Research Station, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search, at Reading Technical College, King’s- 
rd. 7 p.m. 


Halifax.—Mar. 14: ‘ Problems of Plastering 
and Rendering,’ E. L. Westbrook, Research 
Development Officer, Edwin H. Bradley & 
Sons, Ltd., Swindon, at the Municipal Techni- 
cal College, Hopwood-lane. 7.15 p.m. 


Walsall.—Mar 14: ‘ Recent Developments in 
Prestressed Concrete,’ by S. C. C. Bate, BSc 
(Eng.), AMICE, Building Research Station, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
_ at Walsall Technical College, Wisemore. 
7.15 p.m. 


Ipswich.—Mar. 19: ‘ Flooring and Flooring 
Materials,’ by W. J. Warlow, Building Research 
Station, Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, at the Great White Horse Hotel, 
Tavern-st. 7.30 p.m. 


Middlesbrough.—Mar. 19: ‘Some Notable 
Concrete Buildings, by R. C. Blyth, MA 
(Cantab.), MICE, Cement and Concrete Associ- 
ation, at Cleveland Scientific and Technical 
Institute. 7 p.m. 


Leamington.—Mar. 19: ‘ Field Maintenance 
of Builders’ Plant,’ by J. Stafford, George 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., at Mid-Warwickshire Col- 
lege of Further Education, New-rd. 7.15 p.m. 


Stoke on Trent.—Mar. 20: ‘ Plastic Pipes for 
Building,’ by J. F. Berry and C. J. Clark. 
Marley Tile Co., Ltd., at the Building Depart- 
ment, North Staffs Technical College, Couldon- 
pl. 7.15 p.m. 

Worksop.—Mar. 20: ‘Modern Paints and 
Painting Practice,’ by W. M. Jackson, Leyland 
Paint and Varnish Co., at the Technical College, 
Blyth-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Bradford.—Mar. 21: ‘Control of Concrete 
Quality on Sites,” by R. A. Kenny, Develop- 
ment Division, John Laing & Son, Ltd., at the 
Technical College, Great Horton-rd. 7.15 p.m. 


Burnley.—Mar. 21: ‘Some Notable Concrete 
Buildings.’ by R. C. Blyth, MA(Cantab.), 
MICE, Cement and Concrete Association, at 
the Municipal €ollege. 7.15 p.m. 

London Polytechnic—Mar. 21: 
ment Trends in Building Plant,’ by W. R. 
Matthews, AMIMechE, Development Division, 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., at the Polytechnic, 
Regent-st. 7 p.m. 

Darlington.—Mar. 26: ‘Introduction to Site 
Costing for Builders,’ by A. E. Chittenden. 
AMICE, Ministry of Works, at the Technical 
College, Northgate. 7 p.m. 

Hastings — Mar. 26: ‘Good Practice in 
Domestic Drainage,’ by F. J. Crabb, BEng, 
MICE, at the Town Hall, Queen-st. 7 p.m. 


Wrexham.—Mar. 26: ‘An Introduction to 
Prestressed Concrete,’ by R. C. Blyth, MA 
(Cantab.), MICE, Cement and Concrete Associ- 
ation, in the Lecture Hall, Technical college, 
Mold-rd. 7 p.m. 

Coventry.—Mar. 27: ‘Dry Rot—Causes, 
Remedy and Prevention,’ by B. W. Eades, Dip. 
Tim.Tech., Timber Consultant, at Coventry 
Technical College, The Butts. 7.15 p.m. 

Scarborough.—Mar. 27: ‘Introduction to 
Programming and Progressing for Builders,’ by 
A. E. Chittenden, AMICE, Ministry of Works. 
at the Public Library. 7 p.m. 

Rhyl.—Mar. 27: ‘ The Builder and His Con- 
tract,’ by Norman P. Greig, BA, at the Holborn 
Restaurant, Wellington-rd. 7 p.m. 

Colwyn Bay.—Mar. 28: ‘The Builder and 
His Contract,’ by Norman P. Greig, BA, at 
the Co-operative Society’s Hall, Sea View-rd. 
7 p.m. 

Liverpool.—Mar. 28: ‘ Planning and_ Ad- 
ministration of Building Contracts,’ by T. V. 


* Develop- 
R 


Prosser, Junior Vice-President, NFBTE, at 
Liverpool College of Technology, Byrom-st. 
7.15 p.m. 


Southend.—Mar. 29: ‘ Types of Preservatives 
and Methods of Application, by Wm. E. 
Bruce, MA(Cantab.), Secretary, British Wood 
Preservation Association, at the Municipal Col- 
lege, Victoria-circus. 7.30 p.m. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS, 





To" information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, * not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
58. <a: 

Pit Ballast sai bee ‘ise aa .s. per yd. 1 7 @ 
Pit Sand ise ae ee ee see es 5 1 4 § 
Washed Sand ... os sts Aes Ses nee . ee ore 
Zin. Shingle... — see Sia see msi L 3 4t 
3 in. Broken Brick... ae es ane ae sy dL SOF -<G 
Pan Breeze Pr — sae - 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate . per ton s S38 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site ne . per ton 5 4 6 

1 to 6 tons, site : = 5 16 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site sa ‘ 3 15° 0 

lto6tons do. site - 6 7s 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots iss - 8 1 0 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 298s. Od. to 688s. Od. ih ton. 

White Portland Cement es sa rr is 3 2 

Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 10 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof ¥ 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 617 0 


Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up a i415 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway, Depot, 

London = 617 6 
Moler Mortar Powder for "Flue Bricks ‘(Condon 

sites) .. ae ae - .» per cwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks : — see san -> per 1600 1217 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... oa oe oe ay: me 11 16.0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... “-e ae: =A > 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... 5 8 16 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fleiton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


District Commons ... ; rs Jas Fs aa 

Cellular do. aes bts dss es oe eh 515 °:0 

Keyed do. ny ce sie Se sas e ax tT 46 

Rustics eas wih is Se ie me to 8 

Cellular Rustics ... - ba nee se ae T 5 © 

Single Bullnose Commons ee ane = +. 73 © 

Sandfaced ... es oe se re aa e S. 2-6 

Tuscans... ae me ne ae ee me 817 6 

Saxons bas she see wie tee wee * o 3 6 

Golden Buffs | ie wae es — is . 912 6 

Dapple Light son & 10 7 6 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) mee aa. ze 1S 6 

» Bullnose (London Stations) ... se oe i 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . af. es a 25 19 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) coe cite Be 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... oe ee 917 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) ae. oe 718 6 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks peeemegie 

Stations) se 55 27-146. 38 
3 in. do. ‘(London Stations) .. is ae a 33 8 O 
23 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ae ss 36 0 O 
3 in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) sie iS: “8 <6 
2% in. Machine-made ‘Multi Red Facings (London 

sites) os 15:13 6 
2% in. ne made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

sites) . ms tS 13 -6 





2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 


(London sites) per 1,000 16 8 6 


Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) a me 18 19 9 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour ‘Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ye 18 19 0 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London. sites) . " 42 17 6 


2$in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) - rs 13 16 6 
2§in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi \Stock Facings 


(London sites) ” 15 6 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, ®, Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers : oe 64 0 0 
Headers . nae ae a 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats | aoe aie Be 80 0 06 
Double Stretchers ... ; e a ae 85 0 0 
Double Headers... ee nae pay ae Pi 7710 0 
One side and two ends os ies soe ies 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end ... 0 soe eae a 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ses ne 83 0 0 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over ‘White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s, Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 25% for Best quality and 
plus 25% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Centrat London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads 
*2 in. «.- nia ee 140 yds. < —_ yd.sup. 4 5 
*23 in oie 140 yds. see . cs 48 
72 in. GB cavity) 120 yds. ves -. be 

BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) ae 110 yds. nn 5.7 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. ron ‘a 6 10 
6 in. (83 in. x 5§ in.) 1,250 Slecks 3 per 1,000 26 18 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 

2 in. wa ae ase 100 yds. see + Peryd.sup. 3 9 
23 in. en oe 85 yds. aoe swe is 44 
3 in. 5% ne Ane 75 yds. ay se aN > 3 
410s. eae sas 55 yds. as ate a 6 5 

CRANHAM 
Dan, * ese sea aes as sas ee nee sé 6S 
23in. ... se6 eee aes one Me pe ee te 
3 in. se ee ec wes ae “ae ae a 8 9 
4 in. sue Se as Bee me 10 9 
44 in. Load bearing quality oP a ee 11 10 

MOLER PARTITION "Biocks. 

Bans © Asc bis wk 150 yds. ou er - 16 3 
22 i re Ree ‘ie 120 yds. ens see - 16 6 
3 in. mA ese wee 100 yds. me eae a 16 10 
4 in. ee eae 90 yds. 20°0 


LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLocks OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF ‘MANUFACTURE 


2 in. re eon adi 100 yds. ae ee re 5 10 
2 i ar ae 80 yds. Bes pes i fl, 
3 in. si was poe 65 yds. ae Poe ma 8 2 
4am. (5. bee see 50 yds. * oes ee 9 8 
4hin. ... eee 44 yds. kes ea me 10 4 
6 in. ae é sas 33 yds. ge 13 104 
“THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLocks 
2 in. : ee 144 yds. ee is fa 
“THERMALITE- YTONG LOADBEARKING INSULATING BLOCKS 
Blinn! ~ : a 120 yds. ; 2 -. 8 6 
4 in. nan a os 90 yds. sé eke - ll 1 
5 in. sa ate ate 72 yds. or rhe ss 13 10 
6in.  ... on ek 60 yds. ~ Bee # 16 7 
8tin. ... Be eh 42 yds. ee is 9 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER TILES 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ude 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads F ne re ail 1,000 34 1 0 
4 in. re 66 mae wes wae ee 36 10 0 
Sin. GO; ass Soe seh ike we en “ 43 15 0 
6 in. dai a5 - oe au os se es 49 19 0 
7 in. dos. se Ae oe iz Be mS 61 8 0 
8 in. do. 7119 0 
iz xs xX t Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 5000 multiples 42 15 0 
12” x4" x 3” do. do. Bis < 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 
List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality... —14Y% +82% 415% 


BSS Best do.... +10% —74% +10% +82% 410° 4 15% 
Tested Quality +374%-74%  +374%+83% 4374 %+15% 
BSS Tested do. = +474%—T7Th%  +474%+ 83% +474 2+15% 





THE BUILD 


STONEW 


4 in. Land 
4in. = 
6 in. d 
gin. 3d 


DAMP C‘ 


Hessian bas 
cut to wa 
delivered 

Asbestos be 

Lead lined | 

18 in. 

14 in. 
9 in. 

18 in. 

14 in. 
9 in. 


xxx xx XK 


STONE 


Bath Stone- 
Monks P 
St. Aldhe 

Delive: 
B.R. 

Doulting St 

Beer Stone. 

Portland St 
Brown V 

deliver 
Southe 

Yorkshire § 

Delivercc 

9 in. X 

stooled c 

12in. X 6 

in. x 3 

12in. x 3 

14in. X 6 

4tin. x 9 

3 in. sawn 
Template 

thick, « 
Do. 
brickw 

Hard York 

12in. x 


TILES Al 


Delivered | 
Machine-n 

Lincolns 
Hand-mad 
Hand-mad 
Hand-mad 
Machine-n 
Hand-mad 
Machine-n 
Concrete t 

do. 

Note.—Br 


SLATES 


First-quali 
paid in 


TIMBER 


Softwood- 
Joinery 
Carcass 
1 in. To 

Hardwoos 
Mahog; 

do. 
Oak 

do. 

do 
Teak 
Walnut 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
£ ss. & Deli 
is r elivered London area. £« ¢@ 
4in. Land Drain ~~ (in 12 in. lengths) «o> per 1,000 11 5 6 14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
4 in. G0; «x. nee is ‘eae Bes a 14 16 6 2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6i 
6 in. ~ ne ‘Ke pte ‘see ies ees ae 30 14 O 2 ft 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in all ae oe s+ each e : 
9 in. Di ees eee ais aa san ‘oan 58 9 0 2 ft. 6 oN x 6 ft. 6i 4 a ae a5 
” n. - 114 0 
2ft.9 in. x 6ft. 6in. ... 116 6 
a DAMP COURSE 2 in. — — ronan ot open. Pattern 4 x Gin deal 
eo Hessian base bitumen 7 ih. per ye. a 24 ft. rolls 2 ft 9 4 : 6 6 6in. ... es ee a < ; 
) 6 cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over a . i 
delivered London area 2 ee ... per yd. sup. 3 § 7 EP yrs — rw _ Pattern 2 x ‘G a ‘deal 219 
19 Oo Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. pe 5 6 2 ft.9in. x 6ft.6in. ... a! ms = . 23 6 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. 12 6 i a ne = 
be ' i . : — British o_- comin states ae sa 1 "000 = : 11 SUNDRIES 
din. x 9 in. do. do. = “ . 3 18 5 Delivered London area. 
16 6 18 in. X 44 in. ye ac 7 se ” 1919 9 1 in. Wood Wooi Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
14 in. X 46 in. do. ao = = ” 15 18 3 quantities of 1 ton (89 yds.tolton) ... .. per yd. 5 $8 
60 | Sin x 4} in. = >a w S eee a ££ 2a UC 3 Me 
in. 0. yds. to 1 ton we aaa ‘a 
0% 24 in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ... ied ie 10 3 
0 0 STONE 3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ; ll St 
0 0 Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per $ in. of ‘thickness. 
00 go eg P b ‘ 4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
* adie = = mE Fe per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 
0 0 ” $ 2 in. er aie do. seg ate tas at st y 
10 0 ——! in mgd trucks at South Lambeth % in. do. 326 
estern Region. : mu oe \ 
00 Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 8 Il > Asbestos — Building s Sheets: a soe ; 10 
anther Delivered London area ie “ a 8 5 Roofing Felt, 1- ply .. ei ike aa 2 1 > 
ag ya ‘jas a ‘<a sé s 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average Best a cual ply slabs... a aa " perdewt. 5 - ry 
a L. railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. ‘ do. pearl me 5 oe wl aie. " § §7¢ 
uthern Region iad ‘ 8 5 i Es si wh | 2 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. Croid Glug In. ‘d -ton Tots) vei sa an oa oni 70 10 0 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. do. 4 in. and up (1- ton lots) .. pee ie 67 0 0 
or ails’ acieaipctnaiaiiein j Seat and - er ii: +. bie ~e 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) aoe .«.. per cwt. 3 610 
wax ¢in yo eg a aaa oO. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ass oe ‘id a 6°23 
45 12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ee 23 9 METALS 
; ; 2 in. x _- —" and twice throated coping i ZF 3 STEEL JoisTs, ETC. 
14in. x 6 in. ; o do. * Z2ii 9 Basis Joists— ° 
A} in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and ‘face... = a &@ 3 6in. x 5in., 8in. X Sin., 8in. X 6in., 10in. x 6in., 
5 7 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... ... per ft. sup. 8 3 12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to aes delivered 
6 10 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. London area aie 3 per ton 48 2 6 
18 0 thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork _... per ft. cube 1 8 3 Extra for sizes ~ 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 3 in. xX Ihin 4in. x 1} in 310 0 
brickwork ah ae ae ae " 113 6 3in. Xx 3in. ian as aes. “eee SE 210 0 
39 Hard York— 4in. xX 3 in. = was ou aaa au om a 3 @ 
44 12in. xX 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 0 10in. xX 44 in. od ne aa ie ao 110 0 
5 3 14in. xX 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top Sin. xX 24in. Sie SCS) az. ae in zs 135 6 
G5 and front per ft. cube 212 9 43 in. X 1} in. aes ees aor Pe a 3 @ 
12 in. X 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed top and front ¢ 63 Sin. X 4$in. 7in. X 34 in. 13 in. <X Sin. : 15 O 
69 2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 9 4 6in. X 3 in. Aw. < Fein «... we me z @'¢ 
7 5 2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 5 3 6in. xX 44 in. 7 in. X 4 in. 8in. x 4in. i 2 $6 
8 9 9 in. x 4 in. 10 in. x 5 in. age , } - 
0 3 | Ties AND PANTILES ee ae 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 14 in. X Shin. 14 in. X 6 in. 14in. X 8 in. ia) 
6 3 Machine-made Pantiles and French canes Tiles from ISin. X Sin. 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. x 6in. > ,, 10 9 
6 6 Lincolnshire district a 29 19 O 16in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. X_7in. | 
6 10 Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae we ae 55 18 0 18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. x 6¢ in. 20 in. x _ J 
070 Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... eee 59 5 0 Steel angles average price... eee ‘ ” 50 5 0 
- Hand-made 104 x 6} tiles Berkshire district ies vas 15 9 O Steel tees average price eee eee ” 515 0 
ARIOUS Machine-made 103 x 64 Staffordshire district... ... 141 9 Fabricated work delivered London— 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. Ged ne Pt Ss R.S. Joists cut and fitted ... ore see see ” 65 12 6 
5 10 Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... ous Se 1 8 0 Compound girders ore eee ees ace ” 7115 0 
7 0 Concrete tiles 105 x 6$ aa ie ve ere 8 Stanchions wes as < «e ” 77 2 6 
5 6 
8 2 do. Interlocking (49S) aes 19 9 6 Compound stanchions — teens 81 10 0 
: Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. . hanger alpha +0 ——. is 3 ” 9415 0 
verage prices not for awkward wor 
3 10} Angle cleats and § in., } in. and 3 in. bolts average 
SLATES price London area ... ... percwt. 3 7 6 
ra First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage FerRo-CONCRETE Bars 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
8 6 1,000 actual. to BSS785 ex London Stock § in. diam., and 
i ee a a ae we oe a ~=Se upwards — = i eo 2s 
3 10 2? x 12 aes thes ics ce aes oe ae 11617 4 } in. — cee mre “ae es oes =< » extra 8 12 0 
6 7 SS earn ee a a “2s 
3 9 ee a ae ae ee ae eS Cm ee fe 
20 x 10 re a at a ee ie ae 94 16 9 in. do. aaa aad “ee as aaa ais ‘ 32 @ 
18 x 10 cea eas ae eas me aaa aos 65 16 9 MiL_p STEEL TUBES 
1 0 18x 9 ees eve ane re “P es wea 57 14 0 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
) 0 16 x 10 xis a see Sis wes oe Pee 5117 0 Galvanised Tube— Malleable 
5 0 16 x 8 ’ rr 40 11 9 Under 1 ton Overlton W.L. Fittings Fittings 
> 0 Noie.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Class A “p It % % + Pe i s. 3 ry Se. List 
2 0 Class B + 26 7 1 %o eavy + 434% —25%+40% 
» 0 TIMBER Class C + 443% + 393 te 
5 0 Black— 
5 0 Saftwood— Class A — 8% — 134% Light + 223% Malet List 
Joinery quality |...  -- Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 ClasB + 44% 4% Heavy + 308% 
Carcassing quality .. do. 4 £97 to £102 Class C + 198% + 144% 
idard 1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a £110 0 O C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
orks. Mahogany—African S.E. do. per ft.cube 110 0 Stop 
pieces do. Honduras _ do. do. a 3 5 @ Gutters Nozzles Ends 
ons Oak European do. do. ie > SO 3 in. ee = aac ar 3/104 3/5 1/- 
son do. Japanese do. do. és 210 0 34 in. ve eas aa a 4/24 3/9 1/- 
15% do English Logs sawn do. Re 117 6 4 in. saa <a “ee aa 5/53 4/3 1/6 
15% Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. e 317 6 4} in. Soe coe eae ade 5/114 4/9 1/9 
15% Walnut African Logs sawn do. a 15 O | Site oe coe an ne 6/8 4/1 2/1 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 


Gutters 
sin. as . S/- 
34 in. é 5/7 
4 in. . ; 6/2 
43 in, 6/8 
5 in. 7/34 

Cl. Raneavaien PIPEs 
Per vd. in 6-ft. mage Pipe 
ean... ius iss se Oe 
oe tb:..... es Bi oe oe ow: Sk 
a ois gee 6g ba ae 9/34 
3d in. ... Soh sue es oa oe 
4in. ... me ae = co 3 
i ee C. C. COATED Soit Pires 
m ooo eee oe 

2emn. .... a om cs ans sow «= BIDE 
ae ate wee ~ oon was, LE 
32 in. ... ae ae eee ae seo ZOE 
4in. ... oie ~. 84/2 


Stop 
Nozzle Ends 
46 1/2 
46 1,6 
49 1/9 
5/5 2'1 
6/2 2.4 
Bends Branches 
4/3 6/1 
49 8/2 
S/1l 8/10 
T/- 10/7 
85 12,7 
7/3 8/10 
8/- 11/- 
8/10 13/- 
11/- 15/2 
12/3 17/11 


Above prices $ for gutters, tain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 174% 


and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton 
L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES 
I 


iots 24 per cent. 


n 9-fts. 

: cwt. qt. Ib. per yd. —— Branches 
BO was sbi ene ee A ee 33/6 41/- 
BARS: ss eb cc ce? OO 4 49/2 a3 98/- 

" ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 

All less 174 per cent. discount. 

2 in. 23 in. 3 in 4 in. 

Pipes 6-ft. anti . per yd. 4/3 4/6} 5/6 7/34 

Shoes... . each 2/9 3/- 3/7 4/10 
Single Branches _ m 44 5/1 6/1 8/6 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 3/- 3/4 44 6/1 
Swan Necks yh in. proj. ,, 3/4 4/4 4/10 6,9 
e a me 3/7 4/4 /5 7/3 

ph O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 

4in in 5 in. 6 in. 

Gutters 6 ft. lengths ... per yd. 4/1 /5 5/4 6/43 
Drop ends sea eo. each 3/3 4/5 §/2 
Stop ends ‘ Re 1/- 1/1 1/2 i/4 
Angles _ 3/4 3/10 4/8 5/5 
Nozzles ‘ 3/3 3/9 4/5 §/2 
Union Clips 55 1/7 1/11 3/4 2/8 

ASBESTOS HALF-RouND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 44 in. Sin. 6 in. 


Gutters 6 ft. lengths... peryd. 2/10 3/44 3/54 4/1 5/8 
Drop ends ... «oo Cach 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 

Stop ends ses. as -/i1 1/- 1/1 /2 1/4 
Angles soe ee 2/8 3/- 3/4 3/7 4/10 
Nozzles ees bison: 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 

Union Clips ee 1/2 1/3 1/4 1/6 2/3 
Per ton basis 

in London 

es, ¢. 

Jron—Staffordshire —— monn ante is 49 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars a éo 43 18 O 
Mild Steel Hoops see 44 2 6 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ee sa see ios we 
24 gauge . = ‘ 
26 gauge ee eee 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 t— 
20 gauge ; ‘ 5 
24 gauge 
26 gauge : 
Galvanised flat sheets C. R. and Cc A.— 
20 gauge a is ae 
24 gauge vv aes ane es ees 
26 gauge sa os ave . 


Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 

4a 
58 2 6 
60 12 6 
65°12 6 
66 17 


LO 4 
75 12 


ooo 


~_ 
ae 
ooo 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base prices) 

Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) _... 

Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ‘ 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 


wide) 
Coiled strip ‘for flashing 00, 1% ‘purity 22 SWG (12 in. 
wide) ... 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility "Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20SWG 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 aes - Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20S ea 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C nets moulding 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle x 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. ane 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG 
‘lubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 14 in. O/D x SWG 


per Ib. 


ww NY NNNew 
‘oO 
oo 


per sheet 1 12 0 
L717 i 
1 


— 


UANNNN— 
_ 


. per Tb. 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
Al! per doz. tin. gin. Jin. Ifin. Thin. 2in 

Screwdown bib cocks Crutch ’ 

head for iron ae « 87/= 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron . 109/- 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 

do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1380/0 
Double nut boiler screws -. 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/~ 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves .. 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 


iron ae av see «-- 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165). 
Idin. sin. Zin. Jin. 3hin. 4in, 
Caps and screws ... eee we 33/- 40/8 §=59/6 92/5 118/10 155)3 
Brass sleeves Gas 31/11 31/11 56/2 74N0 91/5 
“IL x 6 Ib. 1} X 6 lb. 2x 7 Ib. 3X7 ih 
Lead P. trap with brass ena 


screws ... me ave | ae 90/- 144/- 246/- 
Lead S. trap do. Sea .. 87/- 108/- 177/- 318/- 
Solder s. d. 

Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 351/- 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3 6 

Tinmen’s ... - re » » 427/- + + ate 

Blow pipe » op» 40> pa » 3 


CoprpER TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 28$d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

; 19 ia 7 £ i 
in. Xx gauge cae otal per Ib. 42§ approx per ft. IT} 
SS: ae ae i oA e é 16 
1 in. x 18 5, w- 10% é eae rae : 244 
Ifin. x 18, = AOR . et ee: i 294 
Itin. x 18 > <p 0k i ee # 354 
2 an. X a7 ES 11% a 404 ” ” 563 

Rolled Copper sheets | up to 48 in. wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 277 5 0 

ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 8 9 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) a z) 8 6 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) 7 . 8 $3 
Brass TUBES 

Brass tubes basic sian om ii and areca 

ing extras... per Ib. 2 Of 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 
& ced: 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards perton 15015 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils : 5 153 0 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia, Hs 154 10 0 
over 4 in. dia. ae e 156 10 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ny sae ; 154 10 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ae A per cwt 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. - 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. os 6 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £103 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton8 2 3 
do. White do. do. ie 811 9 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. i S43 
do. Fine do. do. S § 2 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads e 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. a 517 6 
do. (White) do. aca ea me = Oo 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. eee eae ea is 570 
do. (White) do. eae . 5 14 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads IS 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ll 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads A oe 210 6 
Hair percwt. 41/7 0 


Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board F in. thick dis 


yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 2 4 

1,200 yds. ... i 2 4% 
Do. ha A do. “Ri in. thick 600 nae ‘and over 

in one delivery. Delivered site az > @ 

1,200 yds. 2 It 
Gypsum a Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 

12 ft., gin. thick, 600 yds. and over in one eaiaaen 

Delivered site Pes ie = z 7 

1,200 yds._... 2 6 
Do. so do. “hi in. thick 600 yds. and over 

in one delivery. Delivered site .. ey 3 3 

1,200 yds... rien gee ates os 3 4 











THE BUI 


PAINT 


Delivered 
Ceiling D 
Washable 
Gloss Pai 
Snowcem 


Ground | 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Size XD 
Raw Lin 
Boiled L 


Turpenti 
do. 

Solignun 

Creosote 


Paste Po 
White Li 


VARNI 


Delivere 
Oak Val 
Oak Pal 
Hard D 
Crystal 

Eggshell 
Finest C 
Front D 
Japan C 
Black J: 
Brunsw! 
Berlin E 
Tereben 
Knottin 
French 


GLAS: 


Deliver 
18 oz. $ 
24 oz. 
26 oz. 
32 oz. 
tin. R 
fs in. é 








Nn. 2in, 


/6 91716 
/6 1389/6 


|= 


SS IN ON Rh PO 


owow 





Uno 


eno 


coooco 


coco 


SFARSCASCSAAYLwWow 


—o& wa 
a ee 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 


Ceiling Distemper 
Washable Distemper 
Gloss Paint 


Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 

Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. ‘lots in 1 eal tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, I cwt. ke eg “i 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 


Size XD quality 28 Ib. 


Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


SUNDRIES 


Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... 
do. d 


oO. 


0 gal.) do. do.... 


Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) oe 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) 


White Lining Paper 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area 


Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ees ia 


Oak Pale Copal do. 


Hard Drying Oak for Inside 


Crystal Paper Varnish 


do, 


Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 
Front Door Varnish ... 


Japan Gold Size 
Black Japan 
Brunswick Black 
Berlin Black 
Terebene 


Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


GLASS 


Delivered London area 


per cwt. 


per gal. 
per cwt. 


per cwt. 
per gal. 
per cwt. 
per tin 
per gal 


per Ib. 
per piece 


& ‘sed 
| Tf G 
Ss 3-°@ 
222 6 
3h 6 
914 0 
3 9 6 
ya 
237 @ 
9 0 
WF 3 
17 9 
6 6¢ 
5 104 
8 4 
2 0 
- ¢G 
} 4 
20 6 
200 
7 oe 
280 
ze 6 @ 
270 
240 
118 0 
116 O 
112 0 
110 0 
137 60 
2 = @ 
2206 


per ft. super 
s. d 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality- Cut Sizes 


2402. 4 ” 
2602. 45 » 
32 oz. 


} in. Rolled Plate 


” ” ” ” 


” ” ” ” 


¢s in. and 4 in. Rough Cast ... 


On: 
He 


NON 
PP oN ke 


do. 
do. 


4 in. 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 


” ” 


” 


both ways 





4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard nee 
White Group | . € ang 
do. Group 2. 
Standard Tints ... 
Special Tints 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, "Reeded, Reedlyte at and 
Luminating Group 3 
4 in. Wired Cast <4 
Georgian Wired Cast 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 53 x 5 


+ x 3{ in. 


7} xX 73 x o. in. 
7h x 73 x 33 a 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match ” a 

P.B.2 me ete : ae 


4 in. Polished Plate Chee, G. G. Calin 
In plates not exceeding 


2 ft. sup. 
aa 5 ft. sup. 
‘a 45 ft. sup. 
ss 100 ft. sup. 


Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto. 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 

Substances other than } in’ Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
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Per ft. super 
s. 


w= 
MUnwe RON 


+e 


on 


p— 


PaNM Hee 
—5 
Ann > 


Per ft. 


AUSWE NSA 
Onr0©SkR coo 
@ 


din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, /.e., plates one 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ieee or 135 in. 


NS) 
Ne Oo 


17 


Minimum Per ft. sup. 
Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. .-- 3,000 z 
CO ae «w 2,000 6; 
yo 2,000 83 
32 oz aa ae «-- 2,000 113 
$ in. Rolled Plate .. a ..- 1,000 83 
4in. Figured Rolled and “Cathedral sammaeee 
Patterns, White Group 1 A 1,000 8E 
do. Group 2 ,000 1 54 
$ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
and Spotlyte Group 3 .. 1,000 11} 
#: in. and } in. Rolled Plate or r Rough Cast 2,000 1 0 
din. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. 2,000 2 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 23 
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AS FROM FEBRUARY 4, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. 









KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 












































ye Sacachuceusuneaueuseaney - Grade Classification. A Al 

Abergavenny. say Craftsmen ous ee 4/44 4/4 

Abingdon ...... scifi Labourers : _ 3/10 3/93 

POCMIROON civ civgsvncccenaceacs A 

aie | Co Grade. ) Town. —; ite 
Aldeburgh ............ Al BID * cccctsitcccscesevenen Al ID vissicnccscsseccies A IOI «cs ceeccakaccasesuers A 
Aldershot District ... eset PGRN von ddcicascsavecsssccees Al Bedlingtonshire UD ....... A Blackwell RD _............+.- A 
ye A PROONO cacocessrecdcacecetcsses A [re Al 
Alnwick: UD? <....00s.csesese00 A Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD A 
UUCUAUD 56. 4a60cscccdacesssee A WARN os dosi ered ecdaatee Brenna WES  ccccccacascscaaaas A Blidworth ...... eA 
Po EEE EIT A Bakewell UD Belton .......... ay" Blyth B. ...... oA 
Ambleside ... es pS eee Berkhamsted ey Bodmin ........ Al 
Amersham ... Al OS eee Berrington ........ Al Bognor Regis Al 
Ammanford uA Barnard Castle UD er Berwick Borough Y Boldon UD A 
Andover ......... -Al Barnoldswick UD A Beverley MB A Bolsover — A 
Anglesey, Isle o .Al Barnsley CB A Bewdley MB.... A Bolton .. A 
Ardingly . Al Barnstaple ..... Al Bexhill-on-Sea Al Boston MB A 
Arundel . Al Barrow-in-Furness ...... A Bideford _..... Al Bourne End . A 
ST eee -Al Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade Al Bournemouth A 
Ashbourne RD .Al (part Thrussington) ..... Billericay .... A Brackley MB ...........++ -Al 
Ashbourne UD coo aS Barry uA Billing ....... A INIT concdannasaccuneccere Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD A eee A 
Ashby Woulds UD ......... by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilstho ned A Bradford-on-Avon  ......... Al 
Ashford (Kent) ..........0000 Al Basingstoke Bilston MB eee vam! SEO Al 
Ashford (Middlesex) ......... A “| “ea Birchington Al Brandon & Byshottles UD A 
Ashington UD ...........000. A Batley MB .... Birkenhead ........ aan Brecon—Borough of......... 1 
PRD esas cry cicvsivaakiccs A I 9 es cccccncacetaudaxee Birmingham CB. ....... fA Breconshire, County of ... Al 
Ashton-under-Lyne ......... A Beaconsfield >. a A Bishop nee ey SL ne Al 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... MR REE, Suncdecacecsctscuascecceave A Bishop’s Stortford ...... ey Brentwood 

Atherstone RD ............0000 A | onl gcvegueaeuduaaatndedetes Al Bishops Castle MB.......... Al Bridgend ............ 
Aitleborough  ..........000+- Al Bedale RD A TMNT <5cc5-scneccsscaexesesie A Bridlington MB ... 

A Al BURCROMIN <ccsccseccecaccceseae Bridlington RD 






























Town. Grade. 
Bridgnorth MB .,............ Al 
Bridgnorth RD ......... ..Al 
Bridgwater ...... Al 
i | eS A 
Brighouse MB ..........sccecees A 
Brighton & Hove ...........0++« A 
Eiristal BOsteicO  ....ccecccceses A 
Broadstairs ......... Al 
Bromsgrove UD _............ A 
Broughton, Flint A 
Buckfastleigh ...... 
Buckingham ...... 

BOGKIRP  ccceces 
ene 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burnham-on-Sea 


ane 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of sal 
Calder Valley A 
Cam 


Cannock UD ... 





A 
Cardi jemand of = 
Carlisi 


Saeeeeeeeeecenscseceseccees, 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. G eh 


CORTON TIID . coccressersessonons 
Carmarthen—Borough of.. a 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of _— 
MORTIMONTD ocncscecccvensesscucsecs 
Castleford UD 
Caterham ........000 
Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Chard 





Charmy Down ..... 
oe District 
os eeerererrere ee 
Cheadle * (statis) _ | 
yen a enenoansconsensoneses 












Chepstow ... oo 
Chertsey .. 
Chester .. 
‘Chester-le-Street UD 
‘Chesterfield MB . 
Chesterfield RD . 
oe eee 
Chipping Norton..... on 
Chipping Sodbury ......... Al 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 












Cirencester 
CCIM ccccrnvece 
Clay Cross UD.... 
Cleethorpes MB . 
Clevedon ....00+.. 
Cleveleys ..... 
Clitheroe ....... 

Coalville UD ....... 
Cobham (Surrey) 
Colchester ....0.080. 
ee 
Colwyn Bay . 
Congleton ...... ary | 
‘Consett UD .. es 
Conway ....... Al 
Corby UD.. A 
Cornwall, County 
Corsham District 
Coventry CB 
Cranbrook .... . 
Sere Al 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site... A 
SR RES Al 
Crewe ...... 
‘Crewkerne . 





En Mew vb csedoeeteonseteen 
Cuckfield......... “a 
CIERUEAD iccnsvscecncossvenscesss 





Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington CB ee 
Dartmouth ...... Al 
Darwen .......... : 
Daventry MB . 
Deal 









Denbigh Town .Al 
Derby CB........ se 
OO — Al 
Devon, County of . Al 
Dewsbury ere A 
BIOS hvesecene .Al 
eae Al 
Doncaster CB . ose 
Dorchester Al 
oe uA 
Dorset, — of 1 
en Al 
Dovercourt ... a Y 
Driffield UD ......... Al 
Drigg & Carleton . er 
Droitwich MB ........ me 
Dudley CB ..... rere 
Dunstable... a 
BORED BB csrensossecovccscsscs A 
astbourne 





E. Glam. & Mon. Vai 
East Grinstead <a me 











East Kesteven RD............ 
East Retford MB........... ey 
Eastwood (Notts) UD...... 
Ebbw Vale & District......... 
— esesese SS 
sbpenovessnes a * 
A epeaenvsedonsarescencenesen A 
Evesham MB . Al 
OO Ss ee 
Exmouth ...cccoccceeeee eee * | 
Fakenham ......... enevcesocess Al 
Falmouth ......... Al 
SAE <oosebosksabesssensvsaeed A 
FAVETSNAM §— ovccesscccccccsses Al 





Town. 


Felixstowe 
Filey UD ... 
Fleetwood 
Flint MB ...... 
Folkestone .. 
Frinton ..... 


Gainsborough UD ............ 
Gateshead CB .......... ose 
Gillingham (Dorset) 
Gillingham (Kent)............ 
Glastonbury & Street ...... Al 
STAGUAEEY < cecincavuccsscavsssessie A 
ROUIAEEE — assicncesvesesess acy A 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of Al 
Se re A 
Goole, MB ... 
Gooke RD (pa 
Hook) . 





























Gosport uA 
rant MB ....cccccessese A 
ee aor A 
Grays Thurrock UD Area...A 
Great Yarmouth ............... A 
Grimsby CB........... 
Grimsby RD (part) .. ee 
Guildford District ............ 
Halesowen MB .........cesees A 
a fo ee A 
ee ear Al 
eee Al 
ee err A 
Harpenden 


Harrogate MB 
Hartlepool B 
Harwell . 










eee A 
— = et 
OO eee oe 
Hatfield ERED xcictacescessaas A 
Ree A 
Haywards Heath . osc 
8 2 rrr A 
Hemel Hempstead ............/ A 
Henley-on-Thames ..Al 
ee ee RS Al 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tAl1 
SIND bn ccccipceasacsveces Al 
Hertford ....... meer 
YS | ere A 
Hexham UD .... oosedk 
SINND | shsdateidadeksnndnaniels A 
ee A 
Higham Ferrers MB .......... A 
High Wycombe ........ ee 
Hinckley UD ...... er 
Ll ee mee 
Hoddesdon . er 
Holywell .... We 
Horley Al 
Sommeastio UD Al 
ea Al 
eee inn ott 
Huddersfield CB ok 
ESvensoabesebansbs me 
+ ele ee ehaexass Al 
Huntington (Staffs) ............ A 
TMFaCOMb!S —aececccscccceseess Al 
Ilkeston MB.... a 
Ilkley UD.... me x 
BOWE sccccsccceee eee 
Isle of Sheppey .. vad 
Isle of Thanet..... | 
MNS OR VMIG ouccinentenscorsan Al 
BROW DB ccsicccrececsusssssexees: A 
eta BEB cccesscvocecascses A 
Kendal .......... A 
Kenilworth U 
Kettering MB . y.. 
Keynsham ......... A 
Kidderminster MB... eevee 
Kingskerswell - ........ ots! 
King’s Lynn ..... ost 
Kingsteignton ee | 
DUNNER, 55s55h ds susoda caonea cage A 
Knaresborough UD .........A 
RUNDE TL. — weachuccnedccsvenseoe A 
RMR sainacebisuoibescensaiee A 
Leamington MB. oni 
Leatherhead canal 
Leeds CB ....... ee 
BOE SED ..00000 — < 
Leicester CB ...... os 
Leighton Buzzard .. Al 
So eee . Al 
Leominster oe 
EIOTONEAD:—cpcsvoccnsseccors vans A 





Town. Grade. 


MOON cs Ncceenksbccicpicacs ease ee re 
Lichfield MB . ‘ 

Lincoln CB . 
Liskeard _........ 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool ....... 
DRAIN os c0ssesancoonasaan 

Lianelly (incl. Llanelly RD) v4 
LIQNIBIFIOCHAN .....c.ceseseses Al 












Llangollen ........ Al 
BOnBdon os. nes. 
Long Eaton . eesti 
MIEN uanrunksssteucessise ia 
l nbaiena | nee A 
Foe.) eae Al 
Lowestoft meet 
Loxton .... Al 
Ludlow MB Al 
Ludlow RD Al 
BANOO scores rey 
YMC REGS ......cccccreesess Al 
Lyneham (Devon) .. aves 
RIWUBPNNES © coecvensseussessvccvosea A 
Macclesfield ek 
Maidenhead eS 
Maidstone ... ean 
Maldon (Essex) Al 
EL ee A 
Malton UD. oes 
Malvern UD .....-s0csessesee: 
Manchester .... 

Manningtree ...... 


Mansfield MB 


Margate Pele Ao eee ee 
Market Harborough RD... 
Market Harborough UD .. 


P>>PR>err rrp 












Market Rasen UD............ 
OS ee 

Maryport ........ 

Matlock UD 

a ee 
Melton Mowbray UD ...... Al 
Merionethshire ............... Al 
ON ee a ' 
Mexborough UD ... oe 
Middlesbrough CB .. we 
Middleton .......... oxeik 
Middlewich A 
Mildenhall Al 
Milford Haven UD Al 
eee Al 
Monmouth—Borough of...Al 
Monmouthshire............... Al 
Morecambe _....... ee 
Moreton Valence . Al 
Ie oot 
Morpeth B ..... oe 
Morpeth RD .. on 
ee Al 
PIMNN. 54 cca axcenisseshseunees A 
Neath & Valley . oe 
POEONT ecicncassences mr 
Newark MB.. ons 
OO eee Al 
Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District 
Newmarket ........... 


Newport, Mon. .... 
Newport Pagnell ... 
NOWGQUAY — ..cccccesese 
Newton Abbot ...... wae 
Normanton UD ............ A 
Northallerton District ...... A 
Northallerton UD ...... . 

Northampton CB 
North Shields ....... 
North Walsham 
Northwich ..... 
Norton Radstock 













eee 
Nottingham CB .. oe 
Nuneaton MB_ ..........0608 
CORBRNVTEDD  cccscssccscceseves Al 
Oakham UD ... wr! 
Okehampton Al 
Oldham ........ A 
eo ae a 
Ormskirk... A 
Ossett & Horbury A 
Oswestry Al 
Oundle Al 
Oxford me 
ME: . -sivasatasctresvvaiees «Al 
Padstow 
Paignton .... see 
WOM. “apenas cbsekudescivoxaseassetd 
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Town. Grade. 


Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
ford Haven) Al 
Penmaenmawr ... 
Penrith UD ..... poe 
PRGINIG” © os seskucenoceccsvses Al 
Peterborough, Soke of (East- 
ern Regional portion) ...Al 
MIMEDMOEEL suctoaedvscstcrccence 
Pickering “ as 
Plymouth _..... 
Pontefract MB ....... 
Pontypool & District ......... 
Pontypridd District . 
POPtncawl —...c.000 


















>>>>>d>> 


Portishead... 

Portland Bill . Al 
Portsmouth ...... io 
Port Talbot am 
Preston och 
Princetown Al 
Pudsey MB oe 
Pulborough Al 
Radnorshire, County of {Al 
Ramsgate .. Al 
Raunds UD ot 
Rayleigh .... uA 
MNES ccuckecccvscnecuseuscnes A 
4 rere A 
OC UID a. ccsccsnsssescees A 
Redhill & Reigate ............ A 
Rhondda Valley ............... A 
Richmond B (Yorks) ......... A 
2.) ee | 
SNEED cascsusnesaiordecstactes A 
Rochester ........ ae 
Ross-on-Wye _....... ool 
Rossendale Valley ............ A 
Rotherham CB .....ccccesecee A 
Royston _....... ee 
OS eee A 
Rugeley UD .... oes 
TRUSS DD ccccnccessoccceses A 
Saffron Walden _............ Al 
SS eer A 
St. Austell ..... | 
St. Helens cunt 
St. Neots _......<. ic 
Salisbury City .. ee | 
Salisbury Plain .. .. Al 
eee rene . Al 
Sawbridgeworth ............... A 
Saxmundham _.... ... Al 
Scarborough RAIS sccecaseescs A 
Scunthorpe MB .........00000. A 
Seaford & Newhaven Al 
BT TID scccccsvcscece ay 
Sevenoaks a | 
Shaftesbury Al 
Sheerness. ........ Al 


Sheffield MB ... 
Shepton Mallet .. 


Sherborne ........ ee 
Shipley ....:.. oe 
SHOCOULYNESS cocecccvevscoccese A 
Shoreham ........... oo A 
Shrewsbury MB ... bes? 
Sirhowy Valleys ... ee 
Sittingbourne ..... eek 
Skegness UD .. | 
Skipton UD .... oeeue 
Ne OD os vcnsearasvtssces Al 


Slough, Windsor & Eton 
District 
Smethwick CB .. 
Snettisham ........ 
SOUMDUI TID occcsesesseses vant 
Somerset, County of...... tAl 
Southampton and 











RMIMEENEL cicsveccndssccvscccee A 
Southend-on-Sea Dist....... A 
TOOTS ox ccscscasesceses ee 
South Shields CB oa 
Southwold _....... Al 
Spalding UD Al 
Stafford MB. A 
Staines .......... me 
Stamford MB 
Stantonwick ...... 

Stevenage .... 
Stockport ....... 
Stockton RD ......... 


Stockton-on-Tees B.. 
Stoke-on-Trent CB .. 
Stoke Orchard .... 

Stourbridge MB 
Stourport UD ... 


PS>USEE5552 





Stowmarket ......cccccccccees 
Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A 
Stroud (RD Area)...... ee * | 
Sunderland CB ..........0000A 
Sunningdale .........seseeeeee 
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Town. Grade. 
Sutton Coldfield MB ........ A 
Swadlincote UD .... 
Swaffham ......... 
Swanage District 
Swansea .........0s0. 
Swindon District . 
Swinton UD 





Tamworth MB 
Taunton _...... 
Tavistock 
Tenterden ... 
Teignmouth . 
Tewkesbury ...... 
Thames Haven . 
Phetioed:....0..0 
Thirsk RD .. 
Thorpe Bay .. 
Thurrock UDC A 
» North of to Billericay...A 
Tilbury 


Tonbridge ......... 
Torquay 
Tomes one 
EE cntnsews 
Trowbeldns 
I ca ceresaana vente 
Tunbridge Wells 
Tynemouth CB ............... A 







RO on oo sccccccnccsverseraal A 
Uppingham (Salop) 
Uttoxeter RD ...... ; 
URoneter UD ..5..cccsccccsseed 





Waetield CB once. ccsscsssiece A 
WVGRORONE TEED oso cccnccssscccced A 
Walsall CB..... 
Wallsend B .. 
...  _==see 
Walton-on-Naze 
eR 
Warminster 
Warrington ..... 
Warwick MB ..... 
Wednesbury MB....... 
Wellingborgugh UD ., 
Wellington UD ............... A 
Wellington (Somerset) ...Al 
Wells (Norfolk) pa 
Wells (Somerset) ... 
bo eee 
Welwyn Gar. City .... 
West Bromwich CB. 
rer 
Westcliff-on-Sea 
Westerham ............0 
West Hartlepool CB 
Westmorland (except 
ae 
Weston-super-Mare 
ok rr A 
Weymouth (including Port- 
land Bill, excluding Port- 
land Stoneyards) ......... Al 
Whitby UD 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven A 
Whitley & Monkseaton UD A 
Whitstable and District . va 
WIGREOIE ccccsccvcscesersscsced 
WINES ..cccsccccccccccccccesccess ‘A 
WV IEEE, uncwacesecsedecscecsssseons 
Wigton os ‘ 
WEI OW wcccscceccsescscsseeess A 
Wilts. County of.. 
Wimborne ......... 
Wincanton 
Winchester ....... 
Windermere . 




























Wokingham ............ 
Wolverhampton | 
Wolverton District ... 
Woodbridge ......... 
Woodhall Spa UD 
Woodstock . 
Worcester CB 
Workington ..... 
Worksop MB .. 
Worthing ............+++ 
Weechen (incl. Cefn). 
Wroughton _..........++ 
Wylam ...... joann 
Wymondham 


Yate 

Yeovil [Borough 
York CB ........ ‘7 
tr Waxsdsanderouvelesesonta 


For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen. 4s. 6d.; Labourers, 3s. 114d. In the case ef London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 544.5 
Labourers, 3s. 1ld. tPlus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Nore.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed.in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 

2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


‘Women’s Rates.—In all —_ ie the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 6d. per hour. 


craft processes, 3s. 2d. per hb 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 391. 


Women engaged on work other thao 
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PLANT & MATERIALS 





portable Shelter 
A NEW type of large shelter, the * Mas- 
todon,’ by John Smith & Co. (London) 
Ltd., of Hainault Works, Chadwell Heath, 
Romford, Essex, is constructed of galvanised 
barrel, braced for maximum strength, with 
mild steel fittings electrically welded. All 
frames are constructed in sections for easy 
transportation and heavy castors are fitted. 
The shelters can ‘be made to suit individual 
needs, in a variety of sizes. Maximum 
width, 42 ft., length unlimited, in units of 
5ft., 7 ft. 6 in. or 10 ft. 


Half-Bag Mixer 

This new mixer has’ been primarily 
designed and produced, by Markham Trac- 
tion, Ltd., Stamford, Lines, for the mixing 





2-3 cu. ft. 


mixer by 
Markham Traction, Ltd. 


of building materials, but, with its capacity 
of 2-3 cu. ft., it is also effective for mixing 
fertilisers, seeds and so on. The unladen 
weight is 54 cwt. and it is powered by a 
1 hp Villiers air-cooled petrol engine. Size: 
3 ft. 6 in. wide, 2 ft. 6 in. long, and 5 ft. 
high. May be fitted with steel wheels. 


Continental Additive 

The complete range of ‘ Barra’ concrete 
additives is now being manufactured in the 
United Kingdom by Expandite, Ltd., Chase- 
road, London, NWI1O0, by special arrange- 
ment with Meynadier & Cie. A.G., Switzer- 
land. The range includes * Vinsol’ basec 
air-entraining agents, mortar and concrete 
Plasticisers, waterproofers, accelerators and 
other cold weather aids. 
Domestic Oil-burner 

The Kieft-Stuttard fully automatic oil- 
fired boiler has an output rating of 20,000 
BThU/Hr for hot water supply, Recom- 
mended for use with a boiler of not less 
than 29 gallons capacity. From Cyril Kieft 


& Co., Ltd. (Oil Burner Division), 13, 
Dudley-road, Wolverhampton, Staffs. 


Coloured Silicone Repellent 

A development of ‘ Penetrex 53,’ the sili- 
cone waterproofer by F. A. Winterburn 
Ltd., Holborn-street, Leeds 6, has been pro- 
duced as * Penetrex Coloured.” Available in 
10 colours and black, to the appropriate 
BS, it is used for waterproofing treat- 
ment of asbestos cement products, porous 
renderings, concrete and cement-painted sur- 
faces where a coloured finish is required. 


Substitute Guarantee 

In recent months * Nuralite,” a substitute 
for roofing metals, has become so widely 
used that following officially conducted 
tests which include the soread of flame 
test, the Nuralite Co., Ltd., Whitehall-place, 
Gravesend, Kent, is able to give it a mini 
mum guarantee of 25 years. 


TRADE NEWS 

Plastics in Building 

A NEW booklet describing some of the 
r main-uses of plastics in building and 
construction, has recently been published by 
the three Distillers Plastics Companies, 
British Resin Products, Ltd., British Geon, 
Ltd. and Distrene, Ltd. Copies of the book 
let may be obtained free of charge on appli- 
cation to: Information Department, Dis- 
tillers Plastics Group, Devonshire House, 
Piccadilly, London, WI. 


Export to Iraq 


Two contracts to supply Hardec in Iraq 
have been obtained by The Airscrew Co. & 


FORK-LIFT IN THE BUILD- 
ING INDUSTRY .—The 
lighter models of electric fork 
truck, particularlyY the pedes- 


trian-controlled types, have 
been found to have many 
applications in the building 


industry. One example is in the 
field. The 
model shown, the Lancing Bag- 
nall model PF/TC, is at work 
at the precast department of 


precast-concrete 


Reconstruction Supplies, Ltd., 
and has a capacity of one ton 
at 20 in. centres. It will be 
noticed that pallets are not 
required, wooden dunnage strips 
are all that is necessary... From 
Lancing Bagnall, Ltd., Kings- 
clere Road, Basingstoke, Hamp- 
shire 
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Jicwood, Ltd., of Weybridge, Surrey, to the 
directors of the Modern Hotel in Baghdad. 
About 32,000 square feet of the material 
will be used, and work has already started. 
Also, a three-year contract has been signed 
with Caltex Services, Ltd.. who require 
about 30,000 square feet of Hardec for 
shipment to Bahrein for employees’ resi- 
dential quarters. 
Price Reduction 

As a result of increasing turnover and im- 
proved methods of manufacture it has been 
possible to make a reduction in the price of 
*Polypanol’ standard sheets, by Plastics 
Marketing Co., Ltd., Buckhurst-avenue, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. The range of colours and 
patterns has also been increased. 


South American Visitor 

Last month, General Manuel de Moya, 
Minister without Portfolio in the Govern- 
ment of the Dominican Republic, visited the 
Watford works of the Universal Asbestos 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. General de Moya 
is in Europe to study labour relations. 


Distributors Appointed 

British Plimber, Ltd., announce — the 
appointment of Woods & Co., Ltd., 28 and 
30 Royal-parade, Jersey, as main distribu- 
tors in the Channel Islands for all grades of 
Plimberite wood chipboard. 
New Head Service Department 

Wolf Electric Tools, Ltd., has moved its 
Head Service Department from 239 Acton- 
lane, London, W4, to larger premises at 
Newlon Works, off Stanlake Villas, Stan- 
laxe-road, Shepherd’s Bush, London, W12. 
Telephone No.: SHEpherd’s Bush 4414/5/6. 


Plasticiser Price Reduction 

As from February 1, the price of Free 
man’s * Rendaplas’ double strength morta! 
plasticiser has been reduced. These reduc- 


tions have been made possible by the 


installation of a new plant for continuous 
production. 
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ERSEAS BUILDING 





IRAQ.—Despite the threat of diminished 
oil royalties, the Iraq Government is deter- 
mined to carry on with its planned Develop- 
ment Programme. Accumulated funds 
should be sufficient to cover all expenditure 
planned for 1957... . The following tenders 
have been issued: construction of the Kad- 
himain by-pass road (near Bagdad); 
generators, switchgear, etc. for electrification 
schemes. . . . Contracts for housing experi- 
mental projects for Sector 4 of Western 
Bagdad have been awarded to the follow- 
ing firms: Rafidain Construction Co., Ltd., 
Kadhimain, Bagdad; Poleonsky and Zollner, 
Frankfurt, W. Germany; Khairi Said and 
Rashid Mustafa, Miustansir-st., Bagdad; 
Jernbeton Trondjhem, Trondjhem, Norway; 
Al Mansur Construction Co., Ltd., Rashid- 
st., Bagdad; Eastern Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Rashid-st., Bagdad; Katawi Ubaid and 
Majid Al Nahar, c/o, Ministry of Develop- 
ment (Technical Section No. 51), Bagdad. 
The contract for the completion of the 
Houses of Parliament was awarded to Dar- 
wish Y. Haddad, Pachachi Building, Bagdad. 
A call for tender is expected soon for the 
new Karkh hospital in Bagdad. It is 
reported that the new hospital will be built 
on six floors and will have a capacity of 650 
beds with six operation theatres. Sub- 
contractors will need to be employed for 
air-conditioning, hot water system, power 
generation, lifts etc. Construction is 
expected to take 2} years... . It is reported 
that-the Development Board has decided to 
establish a wool-spinning factory at Kufa or 
Najaf, with about 800-1,000 spindles. .. . 
The Board has also approved the recom- 
mendations of consultants for the Daura 
bridge who are now carrying out a detailed 
civil engineering survey and drawing up the 
specifications. . . . The Board has invited 
consultants from Britain, France, the United 
States, Germany, Belgium, Italy and Switzer- 
land to quote for the design and construc- 
tion of a fertiliser plant at Basra with an 
initial capacity of 250,000 tons. of 
ammonium sulphate. 


British_Columbia Development 


Mr. Percy Gray, FRIBA, senior partner 
of Hooper, Belfrage and Gray, F/ARIBA, 
has been appointed the technical and plan- 
ning adviser to the Wenner-Gren, British 
Columbia Development Co., for the billion 
dollar scheme recently announced to develop 
an area of 40,000 square miles in the 
northern part of the province. As planning 
consultant he was engaged in the original 
negotiations in London, and last September 
went to British Columbia to present the 
technical principles of the development plan 
to the Premier and the BC Government. 


Textile Mill Building in Iran 


A contract worth over £250,000 has been 
placed for the supply of a textile mill at 
Shahi, by the Plan Organisation of Iran with 
Taylor Woodrow (Building Exports), Ltd., of 
London, marketing and co-ordinating mem- 
bers of the Arcon Group. The building, to 
be 600 ft. long and up to 550 ft. wide, will 
be a sawtooth roof structure, and nearly 
300,000 sq. ft. in area. First shipment of 


components, including steel framing and roof 
members, will take place before the end of 
March, 


Australian Housing Figures 


The number of houses built in Australia 
in 1956 was the lowest since 1950. Nearly 
70,000 homes were built in the year, com- 
pared with more than 78,000 in 1955. <A 
further 60,000 were under construction at the 
end of 1956, compared with more than 
63,000 the year previous. 


Trinidad as Capital Site 


Trinidad has been chosen as the site for 
the capital of the West Indies. This finally 
settles what has been the most controversial 
issue in all the discussions about British 
Caribbean federation. 

Although Trinidad was originally selected, 
Mr. Albert Goumes, leader of the delegation 
voluntarily resigned Trinidad’s claim in the 
interests of reaching agreement at a confer- 
ence in London in 1953. Grenada, in the 
Windwards, was then selected. 


At the London conference in 1956 the 
decision was again altered and a fact-finding 
commission appointed to recommend the best 
site. The commission recommended Bar- 
bados, with Jamaica and Trinidad next in 
order of preference. 

In the final ballot at a meeting of the 
standing federation committee in Kingston, 
Jamaica, recently, Trinidad gained 11 votes 
against Barbados’ five. Jamaica was 
eliminated in the first round, 











TWENTY-FIFTH EXAMINATION 


OF THE 


Institute of 
Clerks of Works 


will be held at the 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS 
66, Portland Place, London, W.1 
15, Rutland Square, Edinburgh & 
College of Technology, Belfast 
on the following dates: 
Part I (PRELIMINARY) 
2nd & 4th JULY, 1957 
Part Il (FINAL) 
3rd, 4th & 6th JULY, 1957 





DIPLOMAS TO CANDIDATES 
PASSING FINAL EXAMINATION 





Part | Past Examination Papers 


PE DAWIGS isscsvcescxscovexceseees price 2/6 
Part Il Past Examination Papers 
A UDTAWINDS:..«<cceveccccasecovsoues price 4/6 


For Syllabus, Entry Forms and Papers, apply the 
Secretary: 
W. J. GIBBINS, 5, BROUGHTON RD., 
THORNTON HEATH, SURREY 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


*Ceylon.—Tenders are invited for the supply 
installation and erection of a sugar factory in 
the Gal Oya Valley, Ceylon, with a crushing 
capacity of 2,000 long tons of cane sugar per 
day of 22 hours. Specifications and other jp. 
formation may be obtained from the Secretary 
Gal Oya Development Board, P.O. Box 524’ 
Colombo, Ceylon. Tenders close on April 15. 
No further information about this call for 
tenders is available in the branch. (Ref. ESB/ 
3971/57; tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771,) 


OVERSEAS BUILDING NOTES 


THE FOLLOWING items of building news 
are taken from Barclays Bank DCO ‘ Over- 
seas Review’: 


British Guiana.—Expenditure on develop- 
ment projects in British Guiana for the first 
nine months of 1956 was $12.9m. The 
Legislative Council, at a meeting held in 
late December, unanimously approved the 
Development Estimate expenditure for the 
year 1957 totalling nearly $20m. The 
largest share of these estimates is claimed 
by the Housing Department with a figure 
of , $3,891,000, Public Works Department 
$3,835,000, Drainage and Irrigation Depart- 
ment $3,421,000 and Transport and Har- 
bours Department, $2,455,000. The British 
Guiana Government is expected shortly to 
raise the sum of $42m. by way of loan 
either in the United Kingdom or in British 
Guiana for the purpose of defraying expen- 
diture on works and services set out in the 
country’s development programme for 1956- 
1960. 

Canada.—Preliminary reports show that 
programmes of new investment planned by 
business, institutions and the Canadian 
Government are 10-15 per cent. higher than 
the investment actually carried out last year, 
which would mean a total programme sub- 
stantially higher than the $8,000m. contem- 
plated at mid-1956. This proved consider- 
ably more than the economy could in fact 
accomplish last year. 


Israel—A programme for the establish- 
ment of 400 industrial enterprises during the 
next four to five years at an investment of 
I£275m. has been outlined by Israel’s Minis- 
ter of Commerce and Industry at a meeting 
of the Hevrat Ovdim Executive and repre- 
sentatives of Histadrut enterprises. Accord- 
ing to the plan, the factories will employ 
about 20,000 workers and earn $90m. in 
foreign currency. The Minister said that 
the Government aims at reaching an annual 
export figure of $300m. by 1960. 


Jamaica.—An 80-room hotel is to be built 
on the beach site at Boston Bay, Jamaica. 
An American syndicate has acquired the site 
and construction is expected to begin later 
this year. 

S. Rhodesia—Tenders will be invited 
soon for the new £1m. water pipeline which 
the Salisbury City Council plans to lay be- 
tween Lake Mcllwaine and the city. The 
new pipeline is part of a £2m. scheme which 
must be in operation by the middle of 1958 
if a water shortage is to be avoided. 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WCl, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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A hard high grade stock facing of uniform deep yellow colour and 
regular shape. 
Their mellow warm colour make these bricks very suitable for special 


architectural features. 
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An economical, reliable and well burned brick of varying colour and 
slight irregularity in shape, the well-known “London” Stock is in great 
demand for both facing and foundation work. 





Ideally suited for use as facings for schools, factories and housing 
schemes, Mild Stocks are fairly hard bricks with faces of good 


medium yellow colour. 
They are of regular shape, fast in colour and strengthen with age. 
nvited 


ite Prompt Delivery trom Works To Your Site 
‘te EASTWOODS SALES LIMITED 


"O58 Technical and Sales enquiries welcomed at:~ Eastwood House, 158-160 City Road, London, E.C.1. Tel.: CLErkenwell 2040 
O or 29 St. Sepulchre Gate, Doncaster. Tel.: Doncaster 49256 

r at any of our depots. 
— CAMBRIDGE, 117 East Road. Tel. Cambridge 2087; COVENTRY, Sandy Lane. Tel. Coventry 61707; DONCASTER, Crompton Road. Tel. Doncaster 61442; 
EASTLEIGH, Allbrook, Eastleigh, Hants. Tel. Eastleigh 2621/2; GILLINGHAM, (Kent), Trafalgar Street. Tel. Gillingham 59071; GREENWICH, Norman Road, 
S.E.10. Tel. GREenwich 1172; HILLINGDON, Uxbridge Road. Tel. Uxbridge 6421/2; IPSWICH, Cumberland Street. Tel. Ipswich 3794; ISLEWORTH, 11 The Square. 
imber Tel. HOUnslow 1181; KINGSLAND, 4 Orsman Road, N.1. Tel. SHOrccitch 4133/4; KINGS LYNN, South Everard Street. Tel. Kings Lynn 3718; LETCHWORTH, 
raphs Birds Hill. Tel. Letchworth 1700; MORTLAKE, High Street, S.W.14. Tel. PROspect 7231: NORWICH, The Nest, Rosary Road. Tel. Norwich 21498; SOUTHEND-ON- 
SEA, Fairfax Drive, Southend, Essex. Tel. Southend 48171; SUDBURY, (Suffolk), North Street. Tel. Sudbury 2416; WEMBLEY, St. John’s Road. Tel. WEMbley 0126; 

WEYBRIDGE, Bridge Wharf. Tel. Weybridge 3963. 
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FROST DAMAGE CAN BE MINIMISED 


Manipulative Copper Tube Fittings that cannot pull off in Frost. 


Report of L.C.C. Central 
Housing Committee 


In the L.C.C. Council Housing Com- 
mittee’s report on frost damage on L.C.C. 
estates which was issued to the press last 
August, it was put on record that 17.3 per 
cent. of 185,000 dwellings suffered burst or 
frozen water pipes. 31,947 dwellings were 
affected and damage was estimated at 
£105,000. 20 per cent. of the Council’s pre- 
war property was affected, and 13 per cent. 
of the post-war property. 

The majority of bursts on the post-war 
cottage estates were stated to be due to 
copper pipes pulling out of compression 
fittings, with which they are joined at 
branches and bends. Unfortunately the 
Report does not state what percentage of 
copper pipes actually burst, but if reference 
is made to the prize essay of the Royal 
Society of Health, “* John Worth Prize 
Essay Competition” of 1955, which was 
won by Mr. Eric N. Tuxworth and appeared 
in the September 1956 issue of the Trade 
Journals, we find that under the heading of 
Copper Tube Joints he wrote, ‘* Many cases 
have been reported where copper tube joints 
of the loose compression ring type (non- 
manipulative) have pulled apart when 
freezing takes place. Whilst this may avoid 
rupture of the pipe wall it seems certain that 
it happens in many cases where bursting of 
the pipe would not occur.” 


Ductile Copper 

Copper is a very ductile metal and does 
not burst readily. When copper pipes are 
used the most frequent cause of serious 
leaks is the almost unfailing ability of 
ordinary compression fittings to pull off, 
due to abnormal contraction, but as Mr. 
Tuxworth observed in his essay, it does not 
follow that had these joints not pulled, the 
pipes would have burst. From these re- 
marks it appears that the main weakness 
with copper tube plumbing is not in the pipe 
itself, which can frequently freeze without 
bursting, but in the joints which to be safe 
must be so constructed as to be guaranteed 
against “ pull-off.”’ 


Joints that cannot pull off 

Mr. Tuxworth excluded the manipulative 
joint from his remarks concerning the 
liability for pull-off, and these joints used in 
conjunction with ductile copper tubing 
must undoubtedly represent a big step 
towards defeating *‘ Jack Frost.” 


The Kingley Joint 

The Kingley Joint is of the manipulative 
type constructed by making a swage or 
circular ridge, a short distance from the 
ends of copper pipes to be joined. A 
simple tool is used for this purpose, which 
is quick in action and foolproof. The swage 
is made automatically the correct depth 
and at uniform distance from the pipe ends. 
The result is a double grip on both sides of 


this swage, and the nuts cannot loosen, in 
fact, the greater the pull the firmer the grip ! 

These joints have been used in many 
post-war housing estates, especially in 
Scotland and the North of England, where 
they have had the greatest opportunity of 
proving their value. They are also being 
used extensively in the South of England 
and are the subject of considerable appreci- 
ation from their users. In this connection a 
plumbing contractor recently wrote to the 
makers as follows:—** I thought you would 
be interested to hear of my complete 
satisfaction with your Kingley fittings 
which have been installed by me on over 
1,300 houses in Kent, Berkshire and 
Warwickshire. During the severe cold 
weather at the beginning of 1956, on all the 
estates which I had plumbed in Kingley 
there were five burst pipes but no leaks on 
fittings. This is far better than any results 
I have ever known with other types of 
fitting, even during milder winters.” 

Apart from the complete safety of the 
Kingley Joint another great advantage is 
that they can be easily assembled and in a 
very short space of time, representing a 
large saving in man-hours. They are manu- 
factured by Kings Langley Engineering Co. 
Ltd., Kings Langley, Herts. Stockists in 
Scotland—Thomas B. Campbell & Sons 
Ltd., 29, Wellington Street, Glasgow, C.2, 
from whom full details and_ illustrated 
catalogues may be obtained. 


Advertiser's Announcement 





THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL'S NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL 


ARCHITECT : RICHARD SHEPPARD & PARTNERS MAIN CONTRACTOR: GEE WALKER & SLATER LTD. 


5,300 SQ. YARDS GLASS FIBRE BASE 
NACOFELT ROOFING 


in Three Layers with Mineral Surface 
Craftsman-laid by 


NEUCHATEL 








IN FULHAM 


Glass fibre is chemically inert, completely 
waterproof, and access of moisture to 

the felt layers by ‘wicking’ is impossible. 
Roofings based on fibre glass felts do 

not suffer from subsequent blistering or 
buckling. Consultation invited on any Felt 


Roofing problem. 


THE NEUCHATEL 
ASPHALTE COMPANY LTD. 


Neuchatel House, Palace St., Westminster, 
London, S.W.1 Telephone No. of 
Contracting Departments: RENown 1321. 


BRANCHES: 


Belfast + Birmingham * Cardiff + Edinburgh + Frome 
Glasgow + Leeds + Liverpool * Manchester 
Newcastle » Offham (Kent) « Plymouth « Portsmouth 


Specialists for 80 years in Asphalte, Roofing, 
Tanking, Flooring and Roads, Approved 
Laying Contractors for Accotile Flooring. 


ae 
NEUCHATEL 
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The 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Housing Scheme, Muirhouse 


DEMONSTRATION scheme of new 
a houses is to be opened at Muirhouse, 
Edinburgh, to-day (February 22), by Mr. J. 
Nixon Browne, MP, Joint Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Scotland. The 
scheme is intended to make a break with 
‘subtopia’ and point the way to new hous- 
ing developments in Scotland. The scheme 
consists principally of maisonettes and small 
groups of houses for old people. 





Scottish Foremanship Awards 


A PRESENTATION DINNER recently held at 
the North British Hotel, Edinburgh, marked 
the first occasion on which City and Guilds 
Certificates in General Foremanship Studies 
were presented to Scottish students. 
Representatives of the Edinburgh and 
District Master Builders Association—Mr. 
Sandy McLeod, President, Mr. G. L. 
Orchard, OBE, Mr. Robert Smith, Mr. 
A. M. Carmichael, Mr. W. Laing and the 
Secretary, Mr. D. G. Wallace—were the 
hosts on this very pleasant occasion. 

Guests present were J. Duffy, D. Hannah, 
W. A. Mitchell, R. K. Murray, A. R. Nicol 
and T. P. Tyrie (all students from the 
Heriot-Watt College). The City and Guilds 
of London Institute was represented by Mr. 
J. C. Cox, OBE, while representing the 
Scottish National Federation of Employers 
were the President, Mr. J. B. T. Henderson, 
Mr. Wm. Nicol, the secretary, Mr, D. 
McCowan-Hill, and the assistant secretary, 
Mr. J.R. M. Coburn. The Scottish Depart- 
ment of Education was represented by Mr. 
A. T. Emond, HMI, and the Heriot-Watt 
College, Edinburgh, by the Principal, Mr. 
H. B. Nisbet, and Messrs. N. C. Sidwell, 
W. C. Turnbull, C. R. Phillips and H. G 
Caswell. 
_Mr. SANDY McLeop said that his Associa- 
tion considered that the Edinburgh students 
in the General Foremanship course had 
made a remarkable achievement in gaining 
eight passes out of nine entries for the 
examination. Mr. J. C. Cox said how en- 
couraging it was that Scotland was so well 
represented among the relatively small 
number of Colleges in Great Britain offering 
Certificate Courses in General Foremanship 
Studies and also referred to the harmonious 
pea that existed between the Edin- 
— Builders and the Heriot-Watt 
ee nee in congratulating the 

ainjng this new and important 
qualification in foremanship, said that 
building, so long regarded as a craft, was 
now fully entitled to be considered a tech- 
nology, and he looked forward to the early 
achievement of full professional status for 
— within the building industry. 
ae McCowan-Hit praised the efforts of 
the few employers who gave unselfish service 
in the cause of advanced building education. 


Inverness Fire Station 








ee have been approved by Inverness 
can of Guild Court for a new £50,000 fire 
Station to be built on the Longman Estate. 


Forth Road Bridge 


AT a meeting of the Forth Road Bridge 
Joint Board held in Edinburgh on February 
14, it was stated that work on the Forth 
Road Bridge would begin in the spring of 
1958. It had not yet been decided whether 
the tenders will be confined to British bridge- 
builders or thrown open to the world, The 
London firm of Mott, Hay and Anderson 
are consultant engineers to the board. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Argyll CC.—Tenders invited from  con- 
tractors, for all trades except central heating 
and paint work, in connection with extension 
and modernisation of Tarbert jun. sec. sch. 
Applications to County Architect, County 
Offices, Dunoon, by February 27 

Ayrshire.—Plans in hand for new warehouse 
at Mitchell-st., Market-la. and King-st., Kil- 
marnock, for F. W. Woolworth, Ltd. 

Bo’ness.—Schedules for trades for 118 houses 
proposed at Dean-rd. for West Lothian CC will 
shortly be ready for issue. Applications to 
John Calder, Clerk, County-bldgs., Linlithgow, 
indicating the trade(s) for which schedules are 
desired, not later than March 1. 

Bo’ness.—Extensions to St. Mary’s RC sch. 
for West Lothian CC. Applications for all or 
separate trades to J. P. Storrier, FRICS, 31. 
York-pl., Edinburgh, by February 25. A: 
Alison, Hutchison & Ptnrs. (F), 22, Carlyle-rd., 
Kirkcaldy. 

Carnwath.—Plans in hands for houses at 
Kerswell Development site, Kanend. A: §S 
McColl (F), 23, Beckford-si., Hamilton. 

Dunbartonshire.—Plans in hands of own 
architects for extensions at South-st., Scots- 
toun, for Harland & Woolf, Ltd., Shipbuilders, 
Helen-st., Glasgow, C3. 

Dundee.—Plans in ‘hand for 394 houses at 
the Mains O’Fintry hsng. sch. A: J. Austen 
Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Fifeshire.—Plans approved for swimming pool 
at Clarendon, est. cost £18,000, for the Claren- 
don Swimming Club. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for warehouse at 
Dawson-rd.. Craighall, for the Highland Dis- 
tillers Co., Ltd., 106, West Mile-st. A: R. J 
Walker & Smith (A), 180, West Regent-st.. 
WC?. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for prim. sch. at 
Site 16. The Corporation have appointed as 
architects Miller & Black (F), 307, West 
George-st., C2. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1957. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 44d.; Labourers 3s. 10d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s d. 
Ist : 25 48 1} 
2nd : 334 64 2 
3rd ; <a 96 3 
4th , ; 66% 128 4 
Sth : 75 144 43 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft onerations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) 3 10 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 3 4 











Glasgow.—Plans prepared for electricity sub- 
stations at Raithburn-rd.; Castlemilk; Road 
No. 33; Prospecthill-cres.; Montford-ave., and 
at Sandwood, by own engineers for the South 
of Scotland Electricity Board, 137, Almada- 
st... Hamilton. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by own engineers 
for extensions at London-rd. for John Thom- 
son (Wilson Boilers), Ltd., Bridgeton, C3. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by own engineers 
for petrol station at Cumbernauld-rd., for Esso 
Petroleum Co., Ltd., 38, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
London, SWI. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for 978 houses at 
Unit 5, Provanhill hsing. sch. and 742 houses 
at Unit 5, Castlemilk hsing. sch. A: G. Jury 
(F), 20, Trongate, Cl. 

Glasgow.—Corporation Refuse Disposal 
Works, Polmadie, $2. Steam boiler plant, 
central heating and ventilating installations. 
Conditions of contract. specifications, etc., from 
the Architectural and Planning Dept., Trongate 
Cl, to be returned by March 18 to W. Kerr, 
Town Clerk, City-chmbrs. 

Irvine.—Tenders invited, all or separate 
trades, for work in connection with erection of 
40 traditional houses at Meadow Park North. 
Applications to Scottish Special Housing 
Association, 15-21, Palmeston-pl., Edinburgh 
Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for municipal 
halls at Biggar. ; 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for community 
centre at Bedlar, Annethill, for the Coal Indus- 
tries Organisation, Ltd., 24, Royal-cres., Edin- 
burgh. A: Bowhill Gibson & Laing (A), 
6, Manor-pl., Edinburgh, 3. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for development 
of the Holland-st. scheme, Rutherglen. A: J. 
Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire——Plans in hand for parish 
church and halls at Laburnum-rd., Uddingstone, 
for the Church of Scotland, Edinburgh. A: 
J. Davidson & Son (L/A), 9, Dunbeth-ave., 
Coatbridge. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for factory, 
slaughterhouse, etc., at Mount Stuart-st., Car- 
luke, for John Ramsay & Son, Ltd., Wellriggs. 
William Thomson & Maclean, agents, Clydes- 
dale Bank-chmbrs:, Motherwell. 

Lanarkshire—Plans in hand for Catholic 
sch. at Meadowside-rd. site plans. A: -W. R. 
Watt (F), 34, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for extensions 
at Viewpark Catholic sch. : W. R. Watt 
(F), 34, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

Perth and Kinross Joint CC.—Tenders invited 
for main trades in connection with proposed 
school and schoolhouse at Strathyre. Applica- 
tions to County A, County Offices, York-pl., 
Perth, before February 25. 

Port Glasgow.—All or separate trades for 
erection of 100 houses at Park Farm site. 
Applications for tender forms to SSHA, 15-21, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 12, by February 23. 

Stevenson.—All or separate trades for the 
erection of 50 houses at Ardeer Mains site. 
Tender forms from SSHA, 15-21, Palmerston- 
pl.. Edinburgh, 12. 
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found in the 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 


Appointments open will be 
Advertisement pages of this and 


this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (7) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 25. 
*fAshton.—RC secondary school, Lea, Ash- 
ton. Reynolds & Scott, architects, 9, Albert-sq., 
Manchester. 
*+Woking UDC.—24 houses. H. P. Tame, 
Arch, E&S, Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 23. 


FEBRUARY 26. 


*7Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Recon- 
struction of verandahs to male block, Clifton 
Hospital, York. Arch. to Bd., Par-parade, 
Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s 


FEBRUARY 28. 

*+Bedford BC.—32 flats, Putnoe estate. F. W. 

Dawkes, BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 1, 

*+Birmingham City C.—38 dwellings, Kyngs- 
ford-rd., Tile Cross estate, Sheldon. City A. 
Dep £2 2s. Tenders by April 1 

*+Greenwich BC.—32 flats and three pairs of 
houses, Hardy-rd. BE&S. 

{Tottenham BC.—112 dwellings in two 
blocks, six and seven storeys high, at Rectory 
Farm development, Weir Hale-rd. Boro’ 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—School, 
County A, Chichester. 


MARCH 2. 

*tEssex CC.—Adaptations to form welfare 
ra Highview, Chigwell. County A, Chelms- 
ord. 

*tEssex CC.—Welfare hostel, 
Ilford. County A, Chelmsford. 


Bognor Regis. 


Marks-gate, 


MARCH 4. 
*tEssex CC.—Erection of county sec. sch. at 
Wickford. County A: H. Conolly (F), 
Chelmsford. 


*tWarwick BC.—76 houses, 7 bungalows, 
also flats, Percy estate. H. Seton Brown, BE&S. 


MARCH 5, 


*Merthyr Tydfil CB.—Extensions Cyfarthfa 
grammar sch. BE&S. Dep. £4 4s. 

*+Northants CC.—New school, Corby, and 
extension Towcester grammar school. County 
A., Northampton. 


MARCH 6. 
Bury CBC.—Erection of Unsworth county 


prim. sch. es E. Dep. £2. 

**Durham CC ._—Improvements at five 
schools. County A., Durham. 

*+Enfield BC.—24 houses and 28 garages, 


Bullsmoor- la. estate. 


> c BE, 7, Little Park-gdns. 
Cp: Se 2 


2s. Tenders by April 2 


MARCH 7. 

Newcastle upon Tyne CC.—12 flats and 
maisoncttes in one five-storey block and six 
houses, at Caledonian-st. and Hibernia-rd., 
Walker. City A. 

*Reigate BC.—43 = Rushetts Farm 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 


MARCH 8. 
*tBristol EC.—Alterations, Muller’s Orphan 


Homes. G. Sylvester, Chief Education 
Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 9. 
*tLeicester City C.—Boiler house, West 
Humberstone baths, Spence-st. City S. Dep. 


£1 1s. Tenders by April 3. 

*Manchester City C.—RC foundations and 
substructure to Courts of Law. City A: P.O. 
Box 488, Town Hall. 


MARCH 11, 

*Haiifax CB.—Extensions Heath 
school. BE, Crossley-st. Dep. £2. 

*Holland CC (Lincs).—Biology 
Boston High School for Girls. County A, 
Boston. 

*Stoke Newington BC.—Alterations High- 
ways dept. buildings, Defoe-rd., N.16. TC. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


grammar 


laboratory, 


MARCH. 13. 
*Hyde BC.—Houses and flats, 
estate. T. Cooper. BE&S. 
Stroud UDC.—S55 houses at Farmhill hous- 


Rosemount 


ing site. E&S, 
MARCH 14. 
*+Swansea CB. ‘er acy Brynhyfryd prim. 
schools. Boro’ A. Dep. £ 
MARCH a 


*Durham CC.—County civil defence training 
centre Framwellgate Moor. Durham. County 


A., Durham. 
MARCH 18. 


*Wallasey CB.—Extensions to 
Boro’ A. 

*Wellingborough UDC.—12 flats, six houses 
and four bungalows, Box Hedge-pl., and four 
flats, Dolben-sq., Finedon. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH 22. 

*Croydon CB.—Front boundary brick walls 
and entrance gates to 61 houses. BE. 

*Statford RDC.—107 houses, Colwich. Wat- 
kin, Willis & Cooper, architects, National Pro- 
vincial Bank-chmbrs., Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


high school. 


MARCH 25, 

*Eccles BC.—72 flats and 
Barton-la. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Reading CB.—40 flats, 15 garages and con- 
version of buildings, Brunswick-st. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding CC.—Improvements to two 
Rawmarsh schools. Deputy County A., Bishop- 
garth, Westfield-rd.. Wakefield. 


MARCH 26, 


*Iiford BC.—Conversion 39, Eastwood-rd. 
into 4 flats and 1 maisonette. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


maisonettes, 
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APRIL 15. 


*Gillingham  BC.—S4 dwellings, 
estate. BE. Dep. £5 5s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC, 


MARCH 2. 
*Basildon UDC.—External decorating coun- 


Twydall 


cil a E&S. 108, High-st., Billericay 
Dep. £2 ' 
MARCH 4, 
Corby UDC.—Road materials. C. 
MARCH 11. 


*Wrexham BC.—Faience fireplace surrounds, 
gas cookers, etc. BS. 31, Chester-st, 
MARCH 13. 


Lowestoft BC.—Building and road materials. 
Boro’ E&S. 
Tees Valley 


I Water Board.—Building and 
road materials, 


pipes, fittings, etc. C of Bd. 
MARCH 18. 
Dearne UDC.—Road materials. E&S, 
MARCH 25. 
*Hornsey BC.—Dccorations to various 
schools. BE&S 
MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MARCH 4, 


Buckingham RDC.—5,000 yd. 
: tage 


of 9 in. and 

CI and stoneware pipe sewers, etc.. 1,600 
of 5 in. spun iron pumping main, sewage 
pt works, etc. D. Balfour & Sons, constg, 
engrs., 131, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £5. 


MARCH 5. 


Bucklow RDC.—RC water tower of 100,000 
gals. capacity and 9,000 yd. of 6 in. and 4 in, 
asbestos-cement water mains. E&S. Dep. 


£3 3s, 
MARCH 6. 

Northwich RDC.—Sewage disposal works at 
Weaverham. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 8. 

Chesterfield BC.—Road improvement works 
at Hady Hill. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Helston and Porthleven Water Co.—Breage 
and District water scheme—intake works, etc., 
at Trelissick, 300,000 gals. concrete reservoir 
at Tregonning Hill, and 19,675 lin. yd. of 3 in. 
to 9 in, dia. spun-iron water mains with screwed 
gland joints. Secretary, Monument-rd., Helston, 
Cornwall. Dep. £5 5s. ; 

Northamptonshire CC.—Reconstruction of 
2,800 yd. of Northampton-Wellingborough 


road, A45, from Weston Flavell to Great 
Billing cross roads. County S. Dep. £2. 
*Weston-super-Mare BC. —Three miles of 


large diameter pipes, conduit and pumping 
main, and underground pumping station, Con- 
struction will include tidal work and possibly 
heading work in compressed air. Boro’ E. 


MARCH 9. 

City of Ely UDC.—Renewal of 5,500 lin. yd. 
of 12 in, asbestos-cement water pumping main. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 11, 

Guildford, Godalming and District Water 
Board.—900 lin. yd. of 18 in. dia. spun-iron 
pipes with flexible joints, and 900 lin. yd. 3 in. 
dia. asbestos-cement pipes along the same route 
from Dapdune to Josephs-rd., Guildford, 
including crossing under River Wey. ChE, 
‘Branksome,’ Filmer-gr., Godalming. 
£2. Zs. : 

Whiston RDC.—2,500 yd. of 6 in. and 9 in. 
dia. foul sewers, 350 yd. of °33 in. and 36 in. 
concrete pipe SW _ sewers, cleansing and 
enlarging of certain water courses, sewage 
pumping station and 2,000 yd. of 7 in. dia, Cl 
pumping main. S. Dep. £2 

Woking UDC.—RC biiies 97 ft. 6 in. span 
and 45 ft. wide over River Bourne, Woking, 
demolition of existing bridge and construction 
of road approaches, 4,800 sq. yd. oo 
footpaths, SW drainage, etc. E&S. Dep. £2 2 


MARCH 18. 

Dore and Bredwardine RDC.—Contract No. 
4—22,650 lin. yd. of 3 in. to 9 in. spun-iron 
pipes and fittings. Contract No, 4—250,000 gal, 
RC reservoir, two booster stations, etc. John 
H. HUaiste & Ptnrs., Suite No. 2, 


Dep. 


8-10, 
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southgate-st., Gloucester. Dep. £5 5s. each 
contract. ‘ 
or MARCH 28. 

Martley RDC.—3 miles of 6 in., 3 miles of 
4in, and 9 miles of 3 in. spun-iron wate mains 
and fittings, mass concrete reservoir of 110,000 
vals, capacity, booster pumping station, etc. 
Willcox, Raikes & Marshall, engrs., 33, Great 
Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £10 10s. 

APRIL 1. 


Mid and South East Cheshire Water Board. 
_6 mgd. water treatment_works at Hurleston, 
ar, Nantwich, including 2 mg. reservoir with 
ancillary pipe laying and roads. E&Megr. Dep. 
£10 10s. 
tNorthileach RDC.—18,950 lin. yd. 3 in. to 
6 in. SI flexible jointed water mains and fittings 
and booster plant station. W. Herbert Bateman 
& Ptnrs., Chesterfield-hse., Batheaston, Bath, 


Dep. £5 5s. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chelsea——ScHOoL SITE  ExTENSION.—The 
LCC Education Com. recommends the acquisi- 
tion of a site of nearly a quarter of an acre 
adjoining Kingsley county secondary school to 
permit the provision of more teaching facilities. 

Deptford —Day CoLteGe ExTENSIoN.—The 
LCC Education Com. recommends the acquisi- 
tion of an area of one acre at Lewisham-way 
for an extension to South East London day 
college. 

Islington —MAISONETTES AND FLats.—The 
LCC Housing Com. proposes to develop the 
Hilldrop estate extension, 14 acres in extent, by 
two four-storey blocks of maisonettes and a two 
storey block of flats (36 dwellings) with four 
garages, 19 tenants’ stores and a play space. 
The estimated cost of the development is 
£103,000. 

Poplar.—FLATS AND MatsoneTTES.—The LCC 
Housing Com. has approved a scheme for the 
development of the Cottage-st. site, to the north 
of Poplar High-st., an area 5} acres in extent, 
with half-an-acre of open space, around which 
it is proposed to build one seven-storey and four 
four-storey blocks of flats and maisonettes (175 
dwellings) and ten houses in two terraces, to- 
gether with 43 garages, 85 tenants’ stores, an 
estate workshop, playgrounds and drying areas. 
The estimated cost of the development is 
£550,450. 

St. Marylebone.—ApPoINTMENT.—The Hous- 
ing Com. recommends the appointment of 
Leonard & Grant, 171, Victoria-st., SWI, as 
structural engineers for the Aquila-st. extension 
scheme of 23 flats and maisonettes. The archi- 
tects are Covell & Matthews (F/A). 

Shoreditch. — Fiats. —The LCC Housing 
Com. has approved a scheme for the erection 
of a six-storey block of 30 flats, with a lift, on 
a site of about three-quarters of an acre ad- 
joining the Whiston estate. The estimated cost 
of the scheme is £89,800. 

Southwark. — ScHooL. — The LCC _ schools 
Planning sub-com. has approved a scheme for 
a new secondary county school for girls for 
erection on a site between Harper-rd. and 
Deverell-st., SE1, now partly occupied by Joseph 
Lancaster county primary school. The school 
will provide some 1,250 places and, allowing 
for abnormal foundation works, is estimated 
to cost £481,245. The architects are Chamber- 
lin, Powell & Bon (A/A), 15, Sydney-mews, 
Fulham-rd., SW3. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington. — RC authorities considering 
erection of two further classrooms at St. Anne’s 
sch.. and erection of new infants’ sch. at 
Huncoat. 

Amble.-HC approved plans by S, W. 
Charity, for erection~of 45 terrace houses and 
bungalows at Links estate. 

Ashington.—Plans are being prepared for 20 
aged miners’ homes. ; Dixon & Son 
(A/L), 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Lancs. CC seeks loan 
£15,715 for new school clinic and child welfare 
centre, 

Billingham-on-Tees. — UDC to sell site at 
Knole-rd. to Pentecostal Mission, for erection 
of church. 

Blackburn.—Manchester Regional Hospital 
Board approved scheme for improvements at 
Queens Park Hospital, £104,139 est. 


Blackpool.—The Blackpool Tower Co., Ltd., 
propose rebuilding Tower ballroom which was 
damaged by fire. A: MacKeith, Dickinson & 
Ptnrs. (F/L), 4, South King-st., Blackpool. 

Blaydon, Co. Durham. — Northumberland 
Hotels, Ltd., 12, High-st., Gateshead, seek 
permission to erect public house to be known 
as ‘The Townley Arms’ at Rowlands Gill. 
A: Arthur & Kirkup (L/L), 13, Swinburne-st., 
Gateshead. 

Boldon, Co. Durham.—Sunderland and 
South Shields Water Co., 28, John-st., Sunder- 
land, plan construction of two reservoirs of 
1,500,000 gallons each at Downhill, West Bol- 
don, £100,000 est. CE&Gen. Manager: A. G. 
McLellan. 

Bradford.—TC proposes extensive improve- 
ment works at Hammerton-st. depot, £200,000 


est. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith, — Manchester Regional 
Hospital Board to prepare plans for chronic 
sick unit at * The Elms.’ 

Chester.—EC approved plans for first instal- 
ment of Hoole sec. mod. sch., £120,535 est. 
Secks Ministry approval for two prefabricated 
blocks of two classrooms each at Overleigh 
School, £10,000 est., and prefabricated block 
at City High School, £10,000 est. 

Chester-le-Street.—Durham CC has approved 


plans for old people’s hostel, £30,000 est. 
County A. 
Chesterfield.—RDC _ proposes _extensions to 


offices at rear of Scarsdale Hospital. 

Chesterfieid.—_TC approved erection of ware- 
house at Markham-rd. for W. Yeomans 
(Chesterfield), Ltd., 1, Bectwell-st. A: Cee 
Derbyshire & Ptnrs., 26, Glumangate, Chester- 
field. 

Cockermouth.—RDC proposes 
Pit Brow, Dearham. 

Consett.—Consett Iron Co., Ltd., to carry 
out extensions and improvements at cost of 
over £2 million and to lay down new rolling 
mill. 

Cumberland.—EC proposes additions to 
Cockermouth grammar sch., £10,000 est. 

Darlington. TC to consider proposal to 
build large bus station. Boro’ A.—Plans ap- 
proved for RC prim. sch. and new hotel on 
site of former Geneva Hotel. 

Darlington.—EC’s scheme for converting St. 
Mary’s RC grammar sch. into three-form entry 
sec. sch. has been included in 1957-58 reserve 
building programme. 

Darlington.—District Hospitals Committee 
has received approval from Newcastle Regional 


12 houses at 
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Hospitals Board to build 12 bed casualty and 
admission ward at Darlington hospital. 


Derbyshire.—EC proposes inclusion of fol- 
lowing in 1958 programme :—New sec. sch. at 
Heath; three form entry instalment of new 
comprehensive sch, at Shirebrook: one form 
entry instalments of new jun. schools at Dron- 
field and Shirebrook; extensions and adapta- 
tions at Frecheville sec. sch.: two form entry 
instalments of new sec. schools at Staveley and 
Dronfield and completion of Wingerworth 
prim. sch. 

Durham.—CC to erect junior and infants’ 
school at Fairfield and negotiations are in hand 


for a site. County A: R. Clayton (F). 
South-st., Durham. 
Ellingham. — Northumberland EC has 


approved scheme to remodel C of E sch. at 
est. cost of £10,176. 

Felling-on-Tyne. — Start 
building of county school. 
Son & Harding (F/F). 
Newcastle. 

Gateshead.—It is proposed to convert Child- 
ren’s Hospital into maternity unit and to build 
operating theatre at Bensham Hospital. A: 
P. H. Knighton, MBE (A), Newcastle Regional 
Hospital Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle. 

Guisborough.—Plans in hand for erection of 
houses at Hutton-la. estate, where provision is 
made for 386 dwellings. Tenders for first houses 
will be obtained in about three months’: time 
by UDC. A: P. R. Middleton & Ptnr. (A/A), 
17, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. 

Haydock.—UDC to prepare 
houses on site north of Clipsley-la, 
~ ee ae 2 planning to build 60 or 

shops. : es Bestow. AMICE, 
MIMunE. 4 

Hebburn.—UDC seeking land for erection 
of another 70 houses at Monkton, nr. Jarrow 
boundary. S: R. C. Bestow. Council Offices. 
Hebburn. 

Heywood.—TC approved revised layout for 
Angel Meadow housing site.—Approved plans 
for alterations at St. John’s C of E sch.. Siddall- 
st., for PCC. 

Houghton-le-Spring—UDC to build 175 
houses to rehouse slum dwellers. S: A. Veitch. 

Hull.—Housing and TP Com. approved in 
principle scheme for redevelopment of bombed 
Anlaby-rd. area, ‘between Walker-st. and 
Convent-la., by 304 dwellings in two 12-storey 
tower blocks of flats, five seven-storey blocks 
of flats and five four-storey ‘blocks of maison- 
ettes. City A: Andrew Rankine, OBE, (A). 

Hyde.—Joseph Adamson & Co., Ltd. to carry 
out considerable extensions to works. 


_Lancashire——EC approved following :—New 
kitchen and dining room at Urmston grammar 
sch., £25,433 est.; kitchen and dining room 
at Stretford grammar sch., £20,128 est.: Phase 
1 of Penwortham St. Teresa’s RC sch. and 
Middleton St. Mary’s RC sch. 

Liverpool.—TC proposes erection of new 
motor bus garage at East Lancs.-rd. Quantities 
to be prepared for new swimming baths. at 
Speke. i 

Macclesfield.—RDC approved plans _ fo 
engineering workshops at London-rd. garage. 
Butley, for J. C. Broadhead. 

Manchester.—TC to negotiate tender with 
Redpath Brown & Co., Ltd. for steelwork fo 
proposed new Law Courts; approved detailed 
plans and estimate for new terminal building 
at Ringway Airport——A for proposed Jews’ 
sec. sch. are Taylor & Young (F), Oxford-rd. 
-TC considering erection of new exhibition hall 
and show centre with 7-storey car park on 
site bounded by Great Ducie-st., New Bridge- 
st., proposed new inner ring road and River 
Irwell. 

Manchester.—TC approved extensions to 
Miles Platting county sec. sch., Holland-st., 
Miles Platting. Erection of temporary class- 
rooms at Ladybarn sec. sch. and Newton Heath 
technical college——Manchester and _ Salford 
Co-operative Socy., Ltd. propose following 
developments :—Conversion of billiards hall at 
Sale to form furnishing showroom; erection 
of self-service food hall to existing premises 
at School-rd., Sale; new premises at George- 
st., Altrincham; new store at proposed Wythen- 
shawe Civic Centre; improvements to Down- 
ing-st. store, Ardwick.—Reconstruction of 
works as clothing factory at 57/59, Grafton- 


to be made with 
Percy L. Browne, 
Northumberland-st., 


layout for 
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st., Chorlton-on-Medlock, for Lema Manufac- 
turing Co. (Manchester), Ltd. is proposed. A: 
E. Levy (F), 32, Deansgate, Manchester.— 
Offices and shops proposed at 12/20, Exchange- 
st. for Royal Insurance Co., Ltd. A: Harry 
S. Fairhurst & Son (F/A), 55, Brown-st.— 
Albany Building Co., Ltd. propose erection 
of 45 houses and garages at Peel Hall-rd., 
Hollinhey-rd., Munroe-ave. and Coleby-ave., 
Peel Hall. A: Drury & Gomersall, Roxy 
Cinema, Oxford-rd., Manchester.—TC approved 
erection of 2-storey blocks of 16 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Buckley-rd. and Thomson-rd.. 
Gorton; 2-storey block of 8 aged persons’ 
dwellings at corner of Wayland-rd. and Ryder 
Brow-rd., Gorton; 5 two-storey blocks of 32 
aged persons’ dwellings and 4 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Debenham-ave., Seabrook-rd., 
Camden-ave., Fenchurch-ave. and Valentine-st., 
Newton Heath; 2-storey block of 10 aged 
persons’ dwellings at Norfolk-rd., Gorton; 8 
aged persons’ bungalows at Aylesby-ave. and 
Buckley-rd., Gorton; 50 maisonettes, 18 single 
persons’ dwellings and 10 aged persons’ dwell- 
ings at Abbey Hey-la., Gorton; 12 single- 
storey aged persons’ dwellings at Craston-rd.. 
Hadley-ave, and Omer-ave., Anson estate, 
Longsight; 6 two-storey aged persons’ dwell- 
ings at Hemsworth-rd., Gorton; 2 two-storey 
blocks of 16 aged persons’ dwellings and 2 
single-storey blocks of 6 aged persons’ dwell- 
ings at Bredbury-rd., Halford-ave. and Tabley- 
ave., Wilbraham estate, Fallowfield; 14 maison- 
ettes, 26 aged persons’ dwellings, 18 houses 
and 2 cottage flats at Fairbourne-rd., Levens- 
hulme; 204 maisonettes, 48 flats, 24 two-storey 
aged persons’ dwellings, 10 houses and 6 shops 
under maisonettes on site bounded by City-rd.. 
Lord-st., Lower Moss-la., Queen-st., Har- 
greaves-st. and Linby-st., Hulme; 8 aged per- 
sons’ dwellings at ‘ Hawthornden,’ Palatine-rd. 
and Spath-rd., West Didsbury. 

Manchester.—New 11-storey residential hotel 
with 250 rooms and 23-storey office block are 
proposed in area bounded by Portland-st., 
York-st. and Mosley-st. Site, now used for 
car parking, is owned by Corpn., and is to 
be leased to the developer, Reginald Graham. 

Manchester.—TC approved plans: Erection 
of aged persons’ home and conversion of 
existing dwelling house to annexe at ‘ Lynd- 
hurst,’ 120, Palatine-rd., Didsbury, for New 
Morris Feinmann Home. A: Greenhalgh & 
Williams (F/A), 15, Mawdsley-st., Bolton.— 
Extensions tc clothing factory at Quelrayn 
Works, Waterloo-rd., Cheetham for H. Marks, 
Ltd. A: Drury & Gomersall (L), Roxy Cinema, 
Oxford-rd., Manchester. — Additional storey 
over stores building for use as offices at High- 
st. Depot, Chorlton-on-Medlock, for North 
Western Electricity Board, Town Hall, Man- 
chester. 

Mansfield Woodhouse. — UDC approved 
erection of 12 houses and 16 single-bedroomed 
bungalows. 

Matlock.—-PC Council of All Saints propose 
commencing work in April on completion of 
parish church. 

Middlesbrough. — Garbutt, Archibald & 
Archibald (L/A), Albert-rd., are A for pro- 

osed alterations at Parliament-rd., for W. H. 

atts & Sons.—Plans in hand for rebuilding 
of Priory Social Club, Bridge-st. West.—Wim- 
pey & Co., Ltd., Orchard-hse., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, have prepared outline proposals fer 
housing developments on land west of Acklam- 
rd. 

Middlesbrough.—M of E has approved site 
of proposed St. Pius X RC prim. sch. 

Morpeth.—County EC has approved plan for 
science laboratory, kitchen and dining room 
at girls’ grammar sch, County A: County Hall, 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C preparing plans 
for rebuilding of St. Mary Magdalene Hospitai 
for Aged Freemen, £150,000 est. City A. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—W. Dixon & Son {A/L), 
1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle, are preparing 
plans for offices and garage in West-rd., etc., 
for G. Guthrie.—J. H. Napper (F), AMTPI, 
56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle, is A for proposed 
alterations to form department of metallurgy at 
Percy-st. and Haymarket-la., for Council of 
King’s College, Newcastle.—S. Abel, ‘ Three 
Oaks,’ Arkley-la., Arkley, Barnet (Herts.), has 
prepared plans for alterations in Falconar-st., 
for Simms Motor Units, Ltd.—City C to make 
another application for Government approval 
of £2 million scheme for new shopping street 


from St. Mary’s-pl. to New Bridge-st., New- 
castle-—City Watch Com. is considering erec- 
tion of flats for single policewomen.—Council 
of King’s College are to contruct new physics 
department on site of Corpn.’s Haymarket bus 
depot. A: Basil Spence, ARA. & Ptnrs. (F/A), 
Queen Anne-st., W1. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to purchase site 
at Jesmond for erection of branch library. City 
A: George Kenyon (A), AMTPI, 18, Cloth 
Market, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to erect eight 
police houses at Bosworth-gdns.—Ccl. is acquir- 


ing land nr. Scotswood-rd. for proposed 
industrial estate. City P. Parr, OBE, 
MiInstCE. 


Northampton.—EC seeks loan £77,475 for 
extensions at girls’ grammar sch. To prepare 
_— for conversion of buildings at Open Air 
sch. 

North Shields—F. W. Woolworth & Co., 
Ltd., District Office, Liverpool, are to extend 
their stores at Saville-st., and have prepared 
own plans.—Cruickshank & Seward (F), 196, 
Deansgate, Manchester, are A for proposed 
offices at Nile-st., for Britannic Assurance Co., 
Birmingham. 

Northumberland.—MH_ has approved CC’s 
£63,000 scheme for construction of hostel in 
grounds of Thomas Taylor Homes, but loan 
sanction is not being issued until present finan- 
cial restrictions are lifted—EC is to spend 
£55.000 on alterations to Marton camp sch. 
on £59,000 on alterations to Bellingham camp 
sch. 

Nottingham.—TC to sell site at Bramcote- 
la. to Home Brewery Co., Ltd., for new 
licensed premises. 

Nuneaton.—TC approved plans for altera- 
tions and additions to Royal Oak, The Square, 
Attleborough, and new licensed premises at 
Donnithorne-ave., for Bass, Ratcliff & Gretton, 
Ltd.—Extension to shop premises at Abbey- 
st., for W. D. Powell & Son, Ltd.—Extensions 
to factory and new canteen at King Edward- 
rd., for Clarksons (Engineers), Ltd. 

Oldham.—BC to prepare plans for further 
aged persons’ home. 
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Prudhoe, Newcastle Regional i 
Board proposes further additions to pespital 
and Monkton Hospital including garage fie 
Station, artisans’ workshops, hairdressing Pay 
laundry, boilerhouse and engineering wor 
_ Board’s Ch. A: P. H. Knighton, MBE 


Rochdale.—Kirkholt Working Men’s Institute 
Proposes erection of new club premises, ; 

Rochdale.—Hospital Management Com 
proposes alterations and extensions to X-ray 
department at Rochdale Infirmary. A: Moir 
& Bateman (F/A), Prudential-bldgs., South 
Parade, Rochdale.—Kelsall & Kemp. Ltd. are 
considering erection of new office block and 
warehouse behind the Green Mill, Lowerplace, 

Rowley Regis.—TC approved plans: exten. 
sions at Pear Tree-st., for Burton Delingpole 
Co., Ltd.—Extensions at Allbut-st., for B. Birks 
oo Co., Ltd, 

Scarborough.—Plans have been approved for 
proposed offices at Seamer-rd., for Plaxtons 
(Scarborough), Ltd. 

Scarborough.—TC to include in its annual 
estimates sum of £125,000 for further section 
of proposed southern outfall sewer. Boro’ E: 
H. V. Overfield, MICE. 

Sedgefield——RDC has approved plans for 
building of 100 houses and will consider build- 
ing a further 200. S: J. Tarran. 


Sheffield.—Brewster Sessions approved plans 
for rebuilding of bombed Marples Hotel, 
Fitzalan-sq., for Smith’s Tadcaster Brewery 
Co., Ltd. A: Sir Bertram Wilson (L), FRICS, 
28, High-st., Tadcaster. 

Shrewsbury.—TC proposes 14 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Meadows estate, Harlescott. 

Skipton.—Leeds Regional Hospital Board 
proposes large-scale developments at General 
Hospital, £200,000 est. 

Smethwick.—TC approved plans for exten- 
sions to heat treatment department and new 
training school at Grove-st., for Guest, Keen 
& Nettlefolds, Ltd. 

South Shields.—R. Collins (A), AMTPI, St. 
Hilda-st., South Shields. is A for proposed re- 
building of furniture stores at corner of Lay- 
gate and Frederick-st., for Smiths, Ltd— 
Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., have prepared te- 
vised scheme, in accordance with wishes of 
local authority, for erection of shops on site 
of Scarboro’ Spa public-house, King-st. A: 
L. H. Fewster & Ptnrs., 22, Conduit-st., Lon- 
don, W1I.—T. A. Page, Son & Hill (F/F), 75, 
King-st., South Shields, are preparing plans for 
additions to Stanhope sec. sch., for the EC, 
and are also architects for proposed public- 
_ at Tasmania-rd., for McEwan & Co., 

td. 

Stafford.—RDC approved plan for erection 
of new central research laboratory on 80 acre 
site at Beaconside, Hopton, for English Electric 
Co., Ltd. 

Stevenage——LCC Special Education Sub- 
Com. recommends that Ccl. should take lease 
of Shephalbury Mansion for use as boarding 
school for maladjusted children. Repairs, 
decorations and adaptations est. to cost 
£18,000 and new gymnasium £10,000 may be 
necessary. 

Stockport.—EC proposes new scé. 
Brinnington estate, 

Stokesley.—-North Riding EC to proceed with 
second stage of proposed Stokesley grammar 
and mod. sch, A: Gollins, Melvin, Ward & 
Ptnrs. (A/F), 15, Manchester-sq., WI. QS: 
Davis, Belfield & Evétest, 9, Ashley-pl., SWI. 


Stowmarket.—UDC platis to build 310 new 
hduses in next five years. Private architects 
may be appointed. 

Stretford.—BC considering eréétion of 32 
dweilings at Wansbeck-hse. site. 

Sunderland.—Plans to be prepared for addi 
tions to workshops at Borough-rd., for Sunder: 
land and County Durham Royal Institution for 
the Blind. 

Sunderland.—S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs. (F/F), 
9, Esplanade, Sunderland, have been appointed 
A by EC for proposed additions to Bede girls 
grammar sch. 

Sunderland.—Al|though Government has not 
sanctioned commencement on scheme, TC has 
been authorised to prepare plans and estimates 
for its proposed £250,000 abattoir at Fulwell 
so that the work can be started as soon as 
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circumstances permit. Boro’ A: H. C. Bishop 
(A). Grange-hse., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 
QS: T. ‘H. Rae, 5, Belford-terr., Sunderland. 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC approved scheme for 
11 bungalows and 6 houses at High Village-rd. 

Tarvin.—Exors. of late S$. E. Hudson propose 
erection of houses fronting Grosvenor-rd. In- 
quiry to be held. 

Tynemouth.—Plans have been approved for 
new fire station and ambulance depot on site 
at Preston. Boro’ S.—TC has given further 
approval to proposed redevelopment scheme at 
east of borough and is planning to build more 
blocks of flats. 

Wallsend.—Finance and General Purposes 
Com. has recommended Housing Com. to re- 
consider its £298,000 scheme for building of 
blocks of flats in Ropery-la., on the ground 
that the cost, and the subsequent rents, would 
be too high.—TC has approved layout scheme 
by Boro’ E for erection of 54 three-storeyed 
flats, four old people’s bungalows, 14 flats over 
shops, and 10 shops.—TC to negotiate contract 
with J. H. James, Archer-st., Wallsend, for 54 
flats and four old persons’ bungalows.—TC re- 
ceived loan sanction for £133,461 for erection 
of 90 houses and the construction of roads and 
sewers on the Low Willington Farm estate. 
P. J. Stienlet & Son, 4, Queen-sq., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, are preparing plans for church at 
Station-rd., for the Newcastle and Hexham 
Diocese. 

Wallsend.—TC has given approval for build- 
ing of big warehouse by Swan Hunter & Wig- 
ham Richardson, Ltd., Wallsend, on site at 
Station-rd. 

Walsall—TC to negotiate with Wates, Ltd., 
London, for erection of multi-storey buildings. 

Warrington.—Liverpool Regional Hospital 
Board approved scheme for alterations to Bea- 
mont operating theatre suite at Infirmary. 
£12.900 est.—TC proposes erection of block of 
26 4-storey maisonettes on site between Napiecr- 
st. and Mersey-st. 

Washington, Co. Durham.—S. H. Chippin- 
dale Co., Howard House, Bank-st., Bradford, 
have submitted outline proposals to UDC for 
erection of shopping centre comprising walk- 
round store and 14 lock-up shops at Victoria- 
td, Washington.—J. Black, -builder, Victoria- 
rd., proposes four shops and flats on Heworth- 
rd. and Coverdale-ave. site——Morrison & 
Short, 11, Clayton-rd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, prepared plans for J. F. Nesbitt, for 
six bungalows near Stoney-la., Washington. 

Wigan.—TC propose 101 dwellings at Marsh 
Green estate-—RC authorities propose erection 
of new grammar sch. at Gathurst. 

Wigton.—RDC to go ahead with its housing 
programme despite the withdrawal of subsidies. 
The plan includes 44 houses at Esk-st., Silloth: 
18 at Thursby; 62 at Western Bank, Wigton; 
two at Rosley, and two at Wath Head. 

Wingerworth.—Kennings Estates, Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of petrol filling station, agricul- 
tural machinery depot, display centre at Derby- 
rd. A: W. Dobson Chapman & Prtnrs., 


Macclesfield, 
TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 





* 


* Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Ayr.—New commercial garage for N. G. 
Napier, Ltd., at Prestwick-rd. A: Edward A. 
Darley (A), Union Bank-bldgs., High-st., Ayr. 
Steel construction, roofing, etc., *Newton 
Welding Co., Ltd., Nairn-st., Ayr: building 
works, *Quinton Clark & Co., Ltd., Crown- 
st.. Ayr; electrical works, *H. MacCubben & 
Sons, Ltd., 35, Wallace-st.. Ayr. 

Bedford.—10 houses at Queens-dr. and _ three 
bungalows at The Boundary for BC. {T. R. 
Donnelly. £18,251. 

Burton upon Trent.—Three cooling towers, 
each 349 ft. high and 266 ft. diameter at base, 
at new High Marnham power station for Cen- 
tral Electricity Authority. Contract provides 
for possible:extension to include two further 
lowers. _Constg. engrs.: Freeman, Fox & 
ping en Construction Co., 1, Bedford- 
Sq.. y 
Carlisle-—Additional classrooms at Creighton 
Sec. sch. for CBC. City E&S: L. J. A. Stowe, 
AMICE, MIMunE. *J. Ferguson Johnstone, 
Carlisle, £10,236, 





Caterham and Warlingham.—16 flats at West- 
way, Caterham, for UDC. E&S. Woodcock, 
Marshall, Ltd., Westbourne Grove, £25,022; 
L. T. Stocks, South Norwood, £24,471; Garrad 
Bros., Coulsdon, £23,980; Hitchcox, Caterham, 
£22,742; W. J. Frewing, Ltd., Purley, £22,315; 
S. D. Chapman, Warlingham, £21,779; *B. 
Clifford, Ltd., Tooting, £20,413. 

Chester.—Reconstruction works at Royalty 
Theatre. *W. Tomkinson & Sons, Ltd., 7, 
Great Newton-st., Liverpool.—1l2 houses at 
Liverpool-rd., Upton, for RDC. *A. Halli- 
well & Son (Chester), Ltd. £15,531. 

Darlington.—New RC prim. sch. at Harris- 
st., Darlington. A: T. A. Crawford (L), 80, 
Borough-rd., Middlesbrough. *Dunn & Dun- 
well, Arden-st., Darlington. 

Dudley.—314 houses at Russells Hall estate 
for TC. *Tomlinson Bros. (Sedgley), Ltd., 
Bilston-st., Sedgley. £492,240.—73 dwellings 
at Woodside redevelopment scheme. *Five 
Oaks Estates, Ltd., Wolverhampton. £94,401. 

Glasgow.—New sec. sch. at Priesthill, Site 
No. 3. A: John McNab (L), 129, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. Heating works, *Brightside Engi- 
neering & Foundry Co., Ltd., 113, St. Vincent- 
st., Glasgow, WC2, £26,074. 

Greenwich. — 40 dwellings at Greenwich 
High-rd. (opposite Old Town Hall) for MBC— 
amended scheme providing for replacement of 
two pairs of three-bedroomed houses by four- 
storey block of eight two-bedroomed flats. 
tRowley Bros., Ltd. £101,541. 

Islington.—22 dwellings on site of former St 
Philip’s Church, Linton-st., for . 
Messrs. E. C. P. Monson (A/A), 120, Moorgate, 


EC2. QS: Messrs. Oswald E. Parratt, FRICS. 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., £43,040 (negotiated 
tender). 


Lancs.—Following for EC:—Erection of 
Bacup Fearns county sec. sch. *Ashworth & 
Hobson, Ltd., Rawtenstall. £137,503.—Erection 
of Leigh RC sec. sch. for boys. *Thos. Collier 
& Sons. Ltd., Brown-st., Leigh. £162,154.— 
Erection of Audenshaw day special sch. *Dean 
& Whipp, Ltd., Clarendon-rd., Hyde. £39,597. 

{London (Air Ministry). — New works con- 
tracts to value £500 or over for week ended 
February 15:— 

Heating and ventilating : Leeming, Yorks., 
Benham & Sons, Ltd., 61. Wigmore-st., WI. 
Civil engineering: Woodbridge, Suffolk, William 
Benson & Co. (London), Ltd., 25, Camberwell- 
gr., SES. Artificers’ work: Greatworth, Oxon, 
Lewis & Watters, Ltd., Lime-ave., Lillington, 
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Leamington Spa, Warwicks; Thorney Island, 
Hants., Marsh (Emsworth), Ltd., 31, North-st., 
Emsworth, Hants; Bircham Newton, Norfolk, 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton-st., Cam- 
bridge; Feltwell, Norfolk, Laughton & Fuller, 
Ltd., 51, High-st., Brandon, Suffolk. 


London CC.—Construction of new river wall 


required in connection with programme of 
extension to southern outfall ‘works, Erith, 
Kent :— 

Kinnear, Moodie & Co., Ltd. £249,030 
George Wimpey & Co., Ltd... £238,967 
Edmund Nuttall, Sons & Co. 

(London), Ltd. .. hea me £234,374 
John Shelbourne & Co., Ltd. £231,073 
W. & C. French, Lid. .. £226,067 
Crowley, Russell & Co., Ltd. £223,433 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd. £215,408 
Peter Lind & Co., Ltd. .. oe £189,986 
The Demolition & Construction 

Co. Lid. a aa ae £173,066 
*Higgs & Hill, Ltd., Lambeth £167,043 

Chief Engineer's comparable estimate is 
£200,574. 


London CC.—Completion of block 19 at 
Berner estate, Stepney, comprising five flats in 
five-storey block :— 


J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd. £16,925 
Cramb & Dean, Ltd. £16,899 
Wm. J. Jerram, Ltd. me £16,835 
Harrison & Spooner, Ltd. £16,391 
H. C. Horswill, Ltd. £15,971 
J. & J. Dean, Ltd. Be £15,950 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. £15,576 
*Gray, Conoley & Co., Ltd., West 

Ham ea ri £15,097 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £14,707. 
London CC.—Home for blind. persons at 
Swaffield-rd., Wandsworth :— 


L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd. .. £69,201 
Kirk & Kirk, ‘Ltd. ; £63,189 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd. as £62,286 
Bernard Sunley & Sons, Ltd. £61,639 
Walker (Tooting), Ltd. £61,512 
Bridge, Walker, Ltd. £60,299 


The Bunting Construction Co. 
Lid “a “i £60,106 


Perrys (Ealing), Ltd. £59,466 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd .. RP £59,319 
*W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., 

Fulham : £57,991 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £56,032. 


§London (MoW).—Contracts placed for 
week ending February 9:—Caithness-shire: 
Head Post Office, Thurso, internal and external 
alterations. and additions, John Munro & Son, 
52, Bank-st., Thurso. Flintshire: Post Office, 
Prestatyn, adaptations and extensions, Ash- 
worth Bros., Ltd., 12, Penrhyn-ave., Rhos-on- 
Sea, Colwyn Bay. Leicestershire: Thurnby, 
erection of automatic telephone exchange, G. 
Calverley & Sons (Contrs.), Ltd., Evington 
Valley-rd., Leicester; Markfield, erection of 
automatic telephone exchange, Orton & Co. 
(Contrs.), Ltd., London-rd., Coalville. Stirling- 
shire: Brightons, Polmont, erection of Post 
Office unit automatic telephone exchange, 
Paterson & Grindlay, Ltd., 39, Charles-st., 
Kilsyth. Yorkshire: Head Post Office, Market- 
'st., Wakefield, alterations and extensions, S. 


Armitage & Sons, Ltd., Bradford-rd., Dews- 
bury. 
London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 


placed in week ended February 8:—Dorset: 
Miscellaneous, W. B. Clapcott, Bournemouth. 
Hampshire: Flooring, Eades  Bros.,  Ltd., 
Andover; building, Pool & Sons, Fleet. Lanca- 
shire: Painting and decorating, Geo. Jones & 
Son (Contrs.), Ltd., Liverpool. London: Paint- 
ing and decorating, South London Decorators, 


Ltd., London. Middlesex: Heating, ventilating 
and plumbing, Rice & Son, Ltd., London. 
Staffordshire: Roadwork, Constable Hart & 
Co., Ltd., Derby. Sussex: Underground cables, 


Cable Jointers, Ltd., London. 
Middlesbrough.—Construction of reservoir at 
Longbank for Tees Valley Water Board, Cor- 
poration-rd., Middlesbrough. Chief E: T. S. R 
Winter. *Dowsett Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £120,634. 
Middlesbrough.—Laying of 36-in. water,main 
between Hury impounding reservoir and 
Lartington filter beds at Teesdale for Tees 
Valley Water Board. *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowes- 
field-la., Stockton-on-Tees, £53,764. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Home for infirm people 
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at Montagu estate for City C. City A: G. 
Newcastle. 


Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, 
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*GSW Urban Development Co., Ltd., 38, The 
Side, Newcastle, £57,105. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—104 flats . and  mais- 
onettes in three-storey blocks at Kenton North 
estate for City C. City A. *Thomas Arm- 
strong, Ltd., 16, Reobson-st., Newcastle, 
£142,737. 

North Riding.—Proposed Skelton and 
Brotton county mod. sch. for EC. County 
School A: D. W. Dickenson (F), County Hall, 
Northallerton. *John Laing & Sons, Dalston- 
rd., Carlisle, £113,998. 

Rotherham.—Erection of Kimberworth Park 
Community Centre for BC. *M. Roberts, 
Rotherham. 

Rowley Regis.—128 houses at Tividale Hall 
estate for TC. *Direct labour. 

St. Marylebone.—Extension to store of 
Selfridges, Ltd., on half-acre site to north of 
main building at Oxford-st., W1, with base- 
ment loading depot and seven-storey garage 
above. A: Duke & Simpson (L), 6, Gt. Castle- 
st., Gt. Portland-st., Wl. in association with 
Sydney Clough, Son & Ptnrs. (F/A). Constg. 

: Liversedge & Associates. QS: E. R. 
Babbs & Sons. *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 
100, Park-la., Wl. £1,166,772. 

Sedgefield.—Erection of occupational therapy 
unit at Winterton Hospital, Sedgefield, for 
Newcastle Regional Hospital Board. Board’s 
Chief A: P. H. Knighton, MBE (A). ‘*Isaac 
Berriman, Ltd., Fence Houses, Houghton-le- 
Spring, Co. Durham, £12,750. 

Southwark.—88 flats and 11 shops in one 
eight-storey and one three-storey blocks, to be 
known as Collinson Court, at Great Suffolk- 
st., SE1, for Corporation of London, Trustees 
of Bridge House Estates. A: Victor Wilkins 
& Ptnrs., 12, York-bldgs., Adelphi, WC2. QS: 
Cross & Hall. *Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd. 
(over) £250,000. 

Stafford.—Council shops at new shopping 
site nr. Burton Manor estate. *W. Whitting- 
ham, Ltd. £52,014. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Steelwork, etc., for new 
Roseworth sec. mod. sch. for EC. Boro’ A: 
T. C. Hartley (A), 28, The Square, Stockton. 
*J. W. Ellis & Co., 32, Great North-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £16,866. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Erection of new mod. 
sch. for North Riding of Yorkshire EC. A: 
Johns, Slater & Haward (F/A), 32, Foundation- 
st., Ipswich. QS: Spriggs & Ptnrs., 2, South 
Audley-st., Wl. *John Laing & Sons, Dalston- 
rd., Carlisle, £123,784. 

Twickenham.—42_ flats and maisonettes, 
Little Queens-rd., Teddington. Boro’ 
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Peploe & Ptnrs., Ltd., £82,727; E. Varney & 
Co., Ltd., £79,905; Sherman & Co. (Ealing) 
Ltd., £79,612; S. A. Gregory, Ltd., £78,799. 
Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., £78,666; E, & 
J. Berg, Ltd., £78,534; ‘M. Howard (Mitcham) 
Ltd., £76,991; J. A. Tyler & Sons, Ltd’ 
£75,917; W. & E. Simmons, Ltd., £70,186: 
Co-Partner Building Operatives, Ltd., £70,164: 
Leewood (Ditton), Ltd., £70,069; *R, g 
Taylor, Ltd., £69,473. ‘ 

Wallsend.—New RC church in Carrville-rd, 
A: P. J. Stienlet & Son (L), 4, Queen-sg, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. *Stanley Miller, Ltd., 17 
North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. : 

Warrington.—Works at Orford estate for 
TC :—21 houses and 6 bungalows. *D. Cooper, 
Ltd., Clarence-st. £35,722.—14 houses and 2 
bungalows. *H. Smart, Old-rd. £21,354—12 
houses and 4 bungalows. *A. J. Clarke, Ltd, 
£21,081.—11 houses and 2 bungalows. *Direct 
labour. £16,932.—30 houses. *W. L. Challinor, 
£40,673.—7 houses and 2 bungalows. *Clough 
& Gaskell, Ltd., Wigan. £20,990. 

West Hartlepool.—New Brierton county see, 
sch. (Phase 2) for EC Boro A: A. G. Sinclair, 
Municipal-bldgs., West Hartlepool. *C. M. 
Yuill, Ltd., _ Villiers-st., West Hartlepool 
(negotiated price). 

Wirksworth.—12 houses at Derby-rd. estate 
for UDC. *Bowmer & Kirkland, Ltd. 

Wortley.—S2, traditional houses at Pilley, nr, 
Barnsley, for RDC. E&S: Arthur Wikeley, 
MIMunE, Council Offices, Grenoside, Sheffield, 
*T. H. Watford, Ltd., 40, Lundhill-rd., Womb- 
well, Yorks. 
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